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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
Donna V. Sands
Priest & Sands, LLC

Summerville, SC
Donna V. Sands is a solo practitioner who practices at the law firm of Priest & Sands, LLC.  Mrs. Sands devotes her practice to estate planning, adult guardianships, adult conservatorships, probate law and long term care planning.  Mrs. Sands earned her B.A. degree from the University of South Florida in 1988 and her J.D. degree from the University of South Carolina in 1992.  She is a member of the South Carolina Bar Association and the Dorchester County Bar Association.  She is also a member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) and has been certified as an Elder Law Attorney (CELA) by the National Elder Law Foundation (NELF). 
Kathryn C. DeAngelo
Kathryn Cook DeAngelo Law Firm, Ltd.

Surfside Beach, SC
Kathryn Cook DeAngelo graduated magna cum laude from North Carolina Central University School of Law, Durham, NC, in May, 1984.  After graduation, she served as law clerk to Henry E. Frye, former Justice and Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court.  She also has a B.A. in Business Education from Marshall University, Huntington, WV, and an M.Ed. from the University of Maryland, College Park, MD.  Kathryn is licensed to practice law in South Carolina, North Carolina, the District of Columbia, and also admitted to the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, Washington, DC, the United States District Court, District of South Carolina, and the United States Supreme Court.  Prior to attending law school, Kathryn was a public school teacher and taught business/secretarial studies for about twelve (12) years at DuVal High School in Prince George’s County, MD.

Kathryn has been a member of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA) since 1991.  In April 1995, Kathryn was the first attorney in South Carolina to become Certified as an Elder Law Attorney by the National Elder Law Foundation [NELF] after successfully passing the first examination administered in November 1994 and completing other 
ABA-approved requirements for the specialty certification. In November 2009, Kathryn was among twelve (12) North Carolina attorneys to become the first to be certified by the North Carolina State Board of Legal Specialization as a specialist in elder law.  Kathryn was honored to receive the 2016 South Carolina Leadership in Law Award. 
Kathryn’s memberships, present and past, include: Board of Governors of the South Carolina Bar for the Third Judicial Region (2011-2014); South Carolina Bar Foundation (2011-2014); Representative, South Carolina Bar House of Delegates for the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, Horry County, SC (July 2006 – July 2010 and July 2011-July 2014); South Carolina Bar, North Carolina Bar, and District of Columbia Bar; South Carolina Chapter NAELA, Board of Directors (2011-2013), past President (2001-2003), Chairperson of the Public Policy Committee (2011-2012), and Legislative Committee; Council of Advanced Practitioners [CAP] of NAELA 2008 – 2016; National College of Probate Judges (2006-current); Probate, Estate Planning and Trust Section of the South Carolina Bar, Member (1999-2002), Secretary (2002-2003), Vice-Chairperson (2003-04), Chairperson-Elect (2004-2005), Chairperson (2005-2006), Immediate Past-Chairperson (2006-2007), Section Delegate (2007-2008), and Ex Officio (2008-2010); Elder Law Committee of the South Carolina Bar, a founding member, current member, Chairperson (2008-2010), Chairperson, Legislative Subcommittee (2010-2011); Elder Law Section of the North Carolina Bar (2010-2013); North Carolina Chapter NAELA, current member and Board of Directors (2011-2016); Board of Visitors, North Carolina Central University School of Law (2006-2010); South Carolina Super Lawyers 2011-2016; Horry County Probate Court Advisory Committee (2002-2015); Legacy Advisory Council, Coastal Carolina University, Conway, SC (2011-2015); voted Best of the Beach Elder Law-Myrtle Beach Herald several years; AVVO rating 10; past member of various professional and civic organizations, including the Senior Advisory Board to Myrtle Beach City Council and Senior Summit Board of Horry-Georgetown Technical College. Kathryn is also a frequent presenter and lecturer on elder law issues at CLE’s sponsored by the South Carolina Bar, SC NAELA, frequently speaks to various state and community groups on elder law issues, and has been invited to teach about elder law at classes at Coastal Carolina University and Horry-Georgetown Technical College.

Sara G. St. Onge
Protection & Advocacy for People with Disabilities

Columbia, SC

Since 2008, Mrs. St. Onge has been an attorney at Protection and Advocacy for People with Disabilities, Inc., (P&A) advocating for the civil, legal, and human rights of people with disabilities.  While at P&A, Mrs. St. Onge has brought federal litigation to enforce the rights guaranteed by the Americans with Disabilities Act, drafted amicus briefs in both state and federal court, and investigated allegations of abuse and neglect at facilities throughout South Carolina. Mrs. St. Onge’s experience includes work in estate planning, probate, elder law, administrative law, mental health law, litigation, and appellate practice. She received her J.D. from the University of Tennessee College of Law in 1991 with high honors. Her law school honors include Order of the Coif, the American Jurisprudence Award in Professional Responsibility and Constitutional Law, Executive Research Editor of the Tennessee Law Review, and recipient of the John W. Green Scholarship.  She received her B.A. degree in philosophy in 1987 from Agnes Scott College in Decatur, Georgia. At the University of South Carolina School of Law, she taught Legal Writing for five years and has also taught Advanced Legal Writing. She is active in the South Carolina Bar, serving on the Elder Law Committee; a member of SC Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, serving on the Board of Directors; and has taught continuing legal education classes on guardianship, Medicaid, estate planning, ethics, and advanced directives.  She is a contributing author to A Practical Guide to Elder Law and Special Needs Law in South Carolina by Franchelle Millender.  

Andrew J. Atkins
(Course Planner)
Millender Elder Law LLC

Columbia, SC

Andrew J. Atkins is an attorney-at-law with Millender Elder Law LLC.  He is admitted to practice in South Carolina.  He is a member of the Richland County Bar Association, the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys (NAELA), and the South Carolina Chapter of NAELA (SC NAELA).  Mr. Atkins is the Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the South Carolina Bar and is the current President of SC NAELA.  In 2013, he was selected as Outstanding Chapter Member of SC NAELA.  Mr. Atkins earned his B.A. degree from Furman University and his J.D. degree from the University of South Carolina School of Law.










 

