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MIDDLE SCHOOL  

MOCK TRIAL PAST STATE CHAMPIONS 
 

2002 – Sneed Middle  2011 – Johnsonville Middle 

2003 – Myrtle Beach Middle  ............... (Coastal Region) 2012 – Forestbrook Middle  

2003 – Lady’s Island Middle  ............. (Midlands Region) 2013 – Forestbrook Middle  .................. (BOC Champions) 

2003 – Riverside Middle  .................. (Piedmont Region) 2014 – Forestbrook Middle  .................. (BOC Champions) 

2004 – Johnsonville Middle  2015 – n/a – no state competition 

2005 – Johnsonville Middle  2016 – Moultrie Middle 

2017 – Hand Middle  2017 – Fort Mill Middle 

2007 – Springfield Middle 2018 – Heathwood Hall Episcopal 

2008 – Springfield Middle  2019 – Buist Academy 

2009 – Forestbrook Middle  2020 – N/A – No State Competition (under 20 teams) 

2010 – Forestbrook Middle 2021 – N/A – No State Competition (under 20 teams) 

  

 

 
 

2021/22 Regional Winner – JET Middle School 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 

PROFESSIONALISM AND CIVILITY AWARD WINNERS 

 
The Professionalism and Civility Awards were presented to one middle school per state and regional 

competition. The competing state teams nominated a team that demonstrated the following qualities inside and 

outside the courtroom: 

• A professional demeanor 

• Civility 

• Integrity 

• Honesty 

• Fair play 

• Respect for the competition 

• Respect for fellow competitors 

• Respect for volunteers and all associated                                                                                               

with the program inside and outside the courtroom  

throughout the competition 

• Respect for courthouse staff and their facilities 

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  

2016 – Heathwood Hall Episcopal  ............... (State) 2019 – AL Corbett Middle School ....... (Regional) 

 2019 – Heathwood Hall Episcopal ..... (Regional) 

2017 – Ben Lippen................................... (Regional) 2019 – St. James Elementary/Middle. (Regional) 

2017 – Bob Jones .................................... (Regional) 2019 – Ten Oaks Middle .................... (Regional) 

2017 – Longleaf ....................................... (Regional) 2019 – Chapin Middle ............................... (State) 

2017 – Philip Simmons ............................ (Regional)  

2017 – Ten Oaks ..................................... (Regional) 2020 – Chapin Middle ......................... (Regional) 

2017 – Buist ................................................... (State)  

 2021 – Kingstree Middle Magnet ........ (Regional) 

2018 – Forestbrook .................................. (Regional)  

2018 – Cario ............................................ (Regional)  

2018 – Pleasant Knoll .............................. (Regional)  

2018 – Heathwood Hall Episcopal .......... (Regional)  

2018 – Leavelle McCampbell .................. (Regional)  

2018 – Chapin ............................................... (State)  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE  

MIDDLE SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 
 

The Mock Trial program is sponsored by the South Carolina Bar Law Related Education 
(LRE) Division. Public schools, private schools, and home-schooled students throughout the 
state are invited to participate in this competitive Middle School Mock Trial program. Each 
participating school enters a team ideally composed of 14 – 16+ or more students (with a 
minimum of at least 7 students) and requires a teacher coach sponsor. The SC Bar LRE 
Division assists in locating attorney coaches to help teams prepare the case and provides 
the team with the Case Materials, the Competition Handbook, and other competition 
materials on the LRE Web site at www.scbar.org/lre. 
 
The Mock Trial competitions are divided into regional competitions with a culminating state 
competition. A total of twelve teams advance from the regional competitions to participate in 
the state competition using the same case. A state competition takes place if 20 or more 
teams participate in the regional competitions. 
 
Teams are officially assigned to a region after the drop date assigned for each level. Once a 
team is assigned to a region, the team cannot switch regions without the approval of the 
State Mock Trial Coordinator.  
 

 Middle School Mock Trial Competition Schedule – IN PERSON 

• Regionals ....................................................................................... Saturday, November 5, 2022 
 

• State * ................................................................ Friday and Saturday, December 2 and 3, 2022 
   Only held if 20 or more teams competed in regionals  

 

GOALS 

The goals of this program are, first and foremost, to educate South Carolina students about the basis 
of our American judicial system and the mechanics of litigation. The program also serves to build 
bridges of mutual cooperation, respect, and support between the community and the legal profession. 
Through participation in the Mock Trial program; students increase important skills such as listening, 
speaking, writing, reading, and analyzing. All participants are encouraged to keep in mind that the 
goal of the Mock Trial program is not to win for the sake of winning, but to learn and understand the 
meaning of good citizenship in a democratic republic through participation in our system of law and 
justice. All who participate in the Mock Trial program are winners in this sense. 

 

Students – Your participation in Mock Trial will allow you to experience what it is like to prepare for 
and present a case before a presiding judge and scoring judges. Working with your team and 
coaches in a safe and fun learning environment provided by your school, you will learn to evaluate 
information and to respond quickly. As you prepare, you will sharpen public speaking and 
presentation skills. The greatest benefit is the opportunity to learn how the legal system works. By 
studying and understanding courtroom procedure, you should become more comfortable with 
federal and state laws as part of the legal system. Your interaction with some of South Carolina’s 
finest attorneys and judges in a professional setting will give you a glimpse of the different 
interpretations of trial procedure and the different litigation styles of individual members in the legal 
arena. 
 

Teacher Coaches, Attorney Coaches, and/or Judges – We strongly encourage you to focus 
on the goal of student participation rather than placing an emphasis on winning while preparing 
for the competition. Your contribution of time and talent make many experiential educational 
opportunities available annually to South Carolina students. Your participation is a key element 

-- iv -- 
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to the success of this program. You can be proud of the impact you will make on the lives of 
these students. All coaches; teacher and attorney; should obtain and follow the school’s policy 
on adult/children interaction for in-person and virtual interaction. An attorney is a volunteer for 
the school and not the SC Bar. 

 

 

DISCUSSION FORUM 
The Mock Trial Discussion Forum is a place to post questions concerning the content of the Case 
Materials, the Competition Rules, and the competition. The Discussion Forum is located on the LRE 
website. 
 

Click Here for Discussion Forum 
 

The links above take you to a registration page for the Discussion Forum. It can take up to 48 hours 
to gain access to the Discussion Forum once registered. The Discussion Forum should be checked 
often for postings. Responses posted to the questions could change Competition Rules, the Case 
Materials, and/or competition specifics that apply on competition day. The Discussion Forum closes 
ten business days prior to a competition.    

 

HAVE MOCK TRIAL QUESTIONS? 
Attorney Coach Needed ............................................................................................ Cynthia H. Cothran 
Case ................................................................................................................ Ask on Forum Discussion 
Competition ..................................................... Ask on Forum Discussion or Contact Cynthia H. Cothran 
Concerns ................................................................................................................... Cynthia H. Cothran 
Credit Card Payment ............................................................................................................. Online Here 
Downloading Materials .................................................................................................. Donald N. Lanier 
Forms ...................................................................................................................................... Marian Kirk 
Forum Registration ........................................................................................................ Donald N. Lanier 
General Questions ..................................................................................................... Cynthia H. Cothran 
Purchase Orders..................................................................................................................... Marian Kirk 
Registration ............................................................................................................................. Marian Kirk 
Training ................................................................................................................................... Marian Kirk 
Webinar Registration ..................................................................................................... Donald N. Lanier 

 

 

LAW RELATED EDUCATION DIVISION ........................................ (803) 252-5139 

Cynthia H. Cothran, LRE Director ............................................................................ccothran@scbar.org  
Marian Kirk, LRE Coordinator II ..................................................................................... mkirk@scbar.org 
Donald Lanier, LRE Manager ......................................................................................dlanier@scbar.org 

-- v -- 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Jody Rivers and Cy Miles are professional musicians in Ross, South Carolina. In 
2017, the two met at a musical festival at Buddie’s Burgers and decided to form a 
band, Ambition. The two made an agreement to share rights to the songs they 
wrote.  
 
Ambition enjoyed the growing success. The music journalist, Jett Jones, covered the 
band extensively and helped to grow their fan base. Tension grew between Jody 
and Cy after an electric keyboard player was added to their act. In late 2018, Jody 
and Cy met a record label representative who suggested they add more excitement 
to Ambition’s show. Jody was all for the added effects, but Cy was not.  The tension 
led to a falling out which resulted in Cy no longer in the band right before a big 
performance at the Corley Theater.  
 
The night of the big performance, Cy and Jody saw one another during soundcheck. 
Their accounts differ as to what occurred when they spoke, but both agree that Cy 
left the theater after their encounter. As the show was to begin, Jett Jones spotted a 
Facebook post from a user called “Cynical Songwriter” which implied something bad 
was going to happen during Ambition’s show. Jett reposted the post and warned 
people inside the Corley to get out. Concertgoers started to see the post and headed 
for the exits. As they started to leave, a loud bang came from the area of the stage, 
causing a panic in the crowd. 
 
People tried to exit the theater through both exits and found the side exit would not 
open. The crowd crushing resulted in multiple injuries and one death. Janet Porter 
was the fan killed. Cy Miles has been accused of tampering with the door and the 
band’s pyrotechnics, causing the explosion and resulting stampede. The 
Prosecution alleges that Cy’s actions resulted in the death of Janet Porter.  
Cy has been indicted for Murder or Voluntary Manslaughter. 
 
 
 

The introduction is background material for informational purposes only.  

It is not to be considered part of the case materials. 

 
 

 

Note to Coaches: 

This case is very similar for middle school and high school this year, but different at 
the same time. The difference is that each level has two different witnesses.  

If working with both teams, please download each case separately. 
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PLEADINGS 
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WITNESSES  DOCKET NO. 2019-GS-21-1015 

   

Deputy Charlie Ziegler  The State of South Carolina 

  County of Ross 

    

   

  COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER   

   

DIRECT INDICTMENT   

     

ACTION OF GRAND JURY   

TRUE BILL  THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

   

Brynn Forsyth  
vs. 

Foreperson of Grand Jury 

Date: November 7, 2019 

 
CY Miles 

VERDICT   

     

  INDICTMENT FOR 

   

  S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10 

  Murder 

Foreperson of Grand Jury 

Date: 

 
 

     

 

 

 



  - 4 -   
 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )  INDICTMENT 
 ) 
COUNTY OF ROSS ) 
 
 

 At a Court of General Sessions, convened on November 7, 2019, the Grand Jurors 

of Ross County present upon their oath: 

 

MURDER 

S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10  

 That CY Miles did, in Ross County, on or about October 26, 2019, commit the crime 

of Felony Murder in that the Defendant, CY Miles, did with malice aforethought cause the 

death of Janet Porter at Corley Theater in Ross County, South Carolina, contrary to the laws 

of the State of South Carolina. 

  David W. Miller  

  DAVID W. MILLER, SOLICITOR 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

 )  

COUNTY OF ROSS ) COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

 )  

 )  

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,  ) 2019-GS-21-1015 

 )  

 Prosecution, )  

vs.  )  

 )  

CY MILES, )  

 )  

 Defendant. ) DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

 )  

 

The State of South Carolina filed one indictment against Defendant Cy Miles. The indictment 

was true billed by the Grand Jury on November 7, 2019. Defendant pleads not guilty. 

 

I, the undersigned, do hereby demand a jury trial in the above matter. 

 

 

Dated:  November 7, 2019   

Signed:  Cy Miles     

  Cy Miles, Defendant 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

 )  

COUNTY OF ROSS ) COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

 )  

 )  

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,  ) 2019-GS-21-1015 

 )  

 Prosecution, )  

vs.  )  

 )  

CY MILES,  )  

 )  

 Defendant. ) PRE-TRIAL ORDER 
 )  

 

Pre-Trial Order 

 On this the 31st day of August 2022, the above-captioned matter came before the 

undersigned judge for pretrial conference. The parties, appearing through their counsel, 

indicated their agreement to and approval of the terms of this Order and requested that it be 

made the Order of this Court. Accordingly, the terms of this Order, shall not be altered, 

except upon a showing of good cause.   

 

I. Statement of Case 

The State of South Carolina charged the Defendant, Cy Miles, with one count of 

Murder in violation of S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10, alleging that on October 26, 2019, the 

Defendant unlawfully caused the death of 27-year-old Janet Porter, to-wit: the death 

occurred when Defendant’s use of social media caused a panic in a crowded theater 

causing a stampede. Such being contrary to the laws of the State of South Carolina, and the 

good order, peace and dignity thereof. Upon arraignment, Cy Miles pled not guilty to the 

charge of murder. 

 

II. Pretrial Rulings  

Because the parties have stipulated to the cause of the victim’s death, the judge 

sustained the Defendant's objection to showing photos of the victim's body and injuries on 

the grounds that those photos would be unnecessarily cumulative of Deputy Charlie 

Ziegler’s testimony and that, as a result, those photos would be substantially more 

prejudicial than probative.  
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III. Stipulations of the Parties 

 [Note: The indictments and the stipulations are different for middle and 

high school. If comparing middle and high school stipulations, the stipulations 

that differ are 3, 9, 10, and 11.] The parties have entered into the following stipulations, 

which shall not be contradicted or challenged: 

1. The signatures on the witness statements are authentic and signed under oath 

by each witness. 
 

2. The jury charges are accurate in all respects. No objections to jury charges may 

be raised.   

 

3. The indictment is valid. The Defendant may not challenge the indictment as 

deficient. 

 

4. All exhibits listed are authentic and accurate in all respects, and no objections to 

the authenticity of the exhibits shall be entertained.  

 

5. All searches of property and persons were done with lawful authority and within 

the bounds of the Fourth Amendment. The constitutional validity of any search of 

any property or person may not be challenged or called into question during the 

trial of this case. The chain of custody of evidence collected during the 

investigation is not in dispute. 

 

6. The Defendant, Cy Miles, was properly advised of Miranda rights upon arrest. 

Miranda warnings were not legally required prior to any other interview of Cy 

Miles or any other witness. The voluntariness of any interview based on Miranda 

may not be challenged or called into question during the trial of the case. 

 

7. Jessica Gallagher, who is the record producer, has nothing to offer and is 

unavailable as a witness.   

 

8. Matthew Shelley, the booking agent for “Can You Dig It?”, has nothing to offer 

and is unavailable as a witness. 

 

9. The only witness that can be tendered as an expert after proper foundation has 

been laid is Charlie Ziegler. 

 

10. Exhibit #13 (Building Inspection Report) may be shown to a witness, but not 

offered into evidence without proper foundation.  

 

11. Whit Axel and Ash Hedley are not available as witnesses. References about 

them in other affidavits are not in question.” 

 
12. Cy Miles’ prior bad act is amissible under Rule 404-B,2, Character Evidence; 

Crimes or Other Acts, Other Crimes, Wrongs, or Other Acts – Permitted Uses.  
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Cy Miles is permitted to speak about the prior bad act and Prosecution is allowed 

to ask about it. 

 
13. The testimony of Fire Marshal Daryl Lattimore and the Coroner Chandler Davis 

concur with and are cumulative of testimony from Deputy Ziegler. They will not 

be called as witnesses. 

 

14. For purposes of this case being used by Middle and High School Mock Trial 

programs, all affidavits were signed in the year 2022. 

 
15. Exhibit #4 (Coroner’s Report on Janet Porter) is admissible under the business 

record exception to the hearsay rule. 

 
16. Exhibit #6 (Corley Theater Floorplan), is a fair and accurate representation of the 

park, although not drawn to scale. All witnesses are personally familiar with the 

floorplan.   

 

17. Exhibit #1 (911 Report, October 26, 2019) is an accurate transcription of the 

recorded 911 activity related to this case. 

 

18. The venue contract is not needed Venue Manager Finley Fusco as an exhibit 

since Finely Fusco is not being charged. 

 
19. Exhibit #2 (Incident Report) and Exhibit #3 (Supplemental Incident Report) are 

admissible.
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SOUTH CAROLINA  
CRIMINAL STATUTE 

 
 
 
S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10. "Murder" defined.  

"Murder" is the killing of any person with malice aforethought, either express or implied.  

 

SECTION 16-3-50. Manslaughter. 

A person convicted of manslaughter, or the unlawful killing of another without malice, 

express or implied, must be imprisoned not more than thirty years or less than two years. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

 )  

COUNTY OF ROSS ) COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

 )  

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, ) 2019-GS-21-1015 

 )  

 Prosecution, )  

vs.  )  

 )  

CY MILES,  )  

 )  

 Defendant. )  
 )  

 

Preliminary Jury Instructions 

Note:  
Jury instructions are NOT to be read to the jury on the  

day of the Mock Trial Competition. 

 
The Court hereby approves the following preliminary jury instructions in the above captioned 
case. It notes the presentation of evidence at trial may warrant additional instruction, and it will 
consider those instructions at a later date. 
 

A. The Jury:  Finders of the Facts 

Under our Constitution and Code of Laws, only you – the jury – can make the findings of fact 
in this case. I am not permitted to tell you how I feel about the evidence which has been 
presented. Throughout this trial, I have intended to be fair and impartial toward each of the 
parties involved. 
 

To determine the facts in this case, you will have to evaluate the credibility – or believability 
of witnesses. You are the sole judges of the credibility of the witnesses. In determining their 
credibility, you may take into consideration many things, such as: 

 
(1) How would you describe the appearance and manner of the witness on the stand, 

sometimes referred to as the demeanor of the witness? 

(2) Was the witness forthright or hesitant? 

(3) Was the witness's testimony consistent or did it contain discrepancies? 

(4) What was the ability of the witness to know the facts about which he or she testified? 

(5) Did the witness have a cause or a reason to be biased and prejudiced in favor of the 
testimony he or she gave? 

(6) Was the testimony of the witness corroborated or made stronger by other testimony 
and evidence or was it made weaker or impeached by such other testimony and 
evidence? 
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You can believe as much or as little of each witness's testimony as you think proper. You 
may believe the testimony of a single witness against that of many witnesses – or just the 
opposite. 
 
Of course, you do not determine the truth merely by counting the number of witnesses 
presented by each side. Throughout this process you have but one objective – to decide 
whether the State presented evidence of the defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt 

 

B. Circumstantial Evidence 

 There are two types of evidence generally presented during a trial – direct evidence and 
circumstantial evidence. Direct evidence is the testimony of a person who asserts or claims 
to have actual knowledge of a fact, such as an eyewitness. Circumstantial evidence is proof 
of a chain of facts and circumstances indicating the existence of a fact in issue. The law 
makes absolutely no distinction between the weight or value to be given to either direct or 
circumstantial evidence. Nor is a greater degree of certainty required of circumstantial 
evidence than of direct evidence.   

 

  You should weigh all the evidence in the case in arriving at a verdict. 
  

C. The Judge:  Instructor of the Law 

 The same Constitution and laws that designate and make you the finders of the facts also 
make me the instructor of the law. You must accept the law as I give it to you. If I am wrong, 
there is another place and time for that error to be corrected.  But for now, you must accept 
the law as I give it to you – and I caution you that it does not mean what you think the law 
should be, but what I tell you it is. 

 

D. Instruction:   

 You have been selected and sworn as the jury to try this case of the State of South Carolina 
against the Defendant, Cy Miles. The Defendant is charged with Murder in violation of S.C. 
Code Ann. § 16-3-10. The Indictment in this case is the formal method of accusing the 
Defendant of the crime. The Indictment is not evidence and you should not allow yourselves 
to be influenced against the Defendant by reason of the filing of the Indictment. For it to be 
murder it has to be committed with malice aforethought and that is where you look at all the 
facts and circumstances from which malice can be inferred. You do not have to infer it, but 
you can. The law says if one intentionally kills another during the commission of a felony, the 
implication of malice may arise. If facts are proved beyond a reasonable doubt, sufficient to 
raise an inference of malice to your satisfaction, this inference would be simply an 
evidentiary fact to be taken into consideration by you, the jury, along with other evidence in 
the case, and you may give it such weight as you determine it should receive. The 
Defendant has pled not guilty to the charge. A plea of not guilty puts at issue each element 
of the crime with which the Defendant is charged. A plea of not guilty requires the State to 
prove each element of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt. The Defendant is presumed 
innocent of the crime and this presumption continues unless and until, after consideration of 
all the evidence, you are convinced of the Defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The 
Defendant must be found not guilty unless the State produces evidence that convinces you 
beyond a reasonable doubt of the existence of each element of the crime. It is your 
responsibility as jurors to determine the facts from the evidence, to follow the law as stated 
in the instructions from the presiding judge, and to reach a verdict of not guilty or guilty 
based upon the evidence.  

 
 We will now have opening statements of the counsel. Statements and arguments of counsel 

are not evidence. The purpose of opening statements and closing arguments is to assist 
you, the jury, in making a decision in this case; however, that decision must be based upon 
the evidence in this case, which consists of the testimony delivered under oath in this trial, 
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any documents or other items introduced into evidence during this trial, and the stipulations 
of the parties. 

 
 

E. Closing Instructions: 

(1) Introduction: 
Now that all the evidence has been presented, it is my duty under the law to give you the 
instructions that apply in this case. The instructions contain all rules of the law that are to be 
applied by you and all the rules by which you are to weigh the evidence and determine the 
facts at issue in deciding this case and reaching a verdict. You must consider the 
instructions as a whole. All the testimony and evidence that is proper for you to consider has 
been introduced in this case. You should not consider any matter of fact or of law except 
that which has been given to you during the trial of this case. 
 

It is your responsibility as jurors to determine the facts from the evidence, to follow the rules 
of law as stated in these instructions, and to reach a fair and impartial verdict of guilty or not 
guilty based upon the evidence, as you have sworn you would do. You must not use any 
method of chance in arriving at a verdict but must base your verdict on the judgment of each 
juror. 

(2) Elements of the Charge: 
In this matter, the Defendant has been charged with: 

 

(a) Murder, under S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10 or the lesser included charge of 
Voluntary Manslaughter S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-50; 

 

To this charge, the Defendant has entered a plea of not guilty. I will now define the elements 
of the charge. 
 

Murder – S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10:  
The Defendant is charged with Murder. The State must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that 
the Defendant killed another person with malice aforethought. 
 
Malice is hatred, ill-will, or hostility towards another person. It is the intentional doing of a 
wrongful act without just cause or excuse and with an intent to inflict an injury or under 
circumstances such that the law will infer an evil intent. 
 
Malice aforethought does not require that the malice exists for any particular time before the 
act is committed, but malice must exist in the mind of the Defendant just before and at the 
time of the act is committed. Therefore, there must be a combination of the previous evil 
intent and the act. 
 
Malice aforethought may be express or inferred. These terms, “express” and “inferred” do 
not mean different kinds of malice but merely the manner in which malice may be shown to 
exist. That is, either by direct evidence or by inference from the facts and circumstances that 
are proved. Express malice is shown when a person speaks words that express hatred or ill 
will for another or when the person prepared beforehand to do the act that was later 
accomplished; for example, lying in wait for a person or any other acts of preparation 
showing that the deed was in the Defendant’s mind express malice. 
 

Malice may be inferred from conduct showing a total disregard for human life.  
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In this case, the State has alleged that the murder involved the intentional killing of Janet 
Porter. Therefore, in order to prove the Defendant guilty of Murder, the State must prove the 
following: 
 

The Defendant took the life of Janet Porter with malice aforethought. 
 
If, after considering all of the evidence, you conclude that the State has proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the Defendant committed the crime of murder in violation of S.C. 
Code Ann. § 16-3-10, you must return a verdict of guilty as to this charge on the jury verdict 
form. If, on the other hand, you conclude that the State has failed to meet its burden of 
proving beyond a reasonable doubt that the Defendant committed the crime of murder in 
violation of S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10, you must return a verdict of not guilty as to this 
charge on the jury verdict form. 
 
Voluntary Manslaughter – S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-50:  
If the Defendant is not charged with Murder, then the State must prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that the Defendant killed another person without malice, express or implied. 
 
In this case, the State has alleged that voluntary manslaughter involved the intentional killing 
of Janet Porter. Therefore, in order to prove the Defendant guilty of Voluntary Manslaughter, 
the State must prove the following: 
 

The Defendant took the life of Janet Porter without malice aforethought. 
 

(3) Presumption of Innocence and Reasonable Doubt:   
 The Defendant is presumed innocent. That presumption continues unless, after 

consideration of all the evidence, you are convinced of the Defendant’s guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt. The State has the burden of presenting the evidence that establishes the 
Defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The Defendant must be found not guilty 
unless the State produces evidence that convinces you, beyond a reasonable doubt, of each 
and every element of the crime alleged.   

 
 “Beyond a reasonable doubt” is defined as “proof of such a convincing character that you 

would be willing to rely and act upon it without hesitation in the most important of your own 
affairs.” 

 
(4) Evidence – Definition:  
Evidence is the testimony received from the witnesses under oath, stipulations made by the 
parties, and the exhibits admitted into evidence during the trial. 

  
(5) Evidence – Inferences: 
 You should consider only the evidence introduced while the court is in session. You are 
permitted to draw such reasonable inferences from the testimony and exhibits as you feel 
are justified when considered with the aid of the knowledge that you each possess in 
common with other persons. You may make deductions and reach conclusions that reason, 
and common sense lead you to draw from the facts that you find to have been established 
by the evidence in this case. 

 
(6) Indictments Not Evidence: 
 Again, the Indictment in this case is the formal method of accusing the Defendant of a 
crime. The Indictment is not evidence of guilt. You should not allow yourselves to be 
influenced against the Defendant by reason of the filing of the Indictment. 

 
(7) Judicial Rulings:  
The Court has made rulings in the conduct of the trial and the admission of evidence. These 
rulings should have no bearing on the weight or credit to be given any evidence or testimony 
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admitted during the trial, nor should they be considered by you in any manner to indicate the 
conclusions to be reached by you in this case. 

 
(8) Objections:  
 From time to time during this trial, the attorneys have made objections that I have ruled on. 
You should not speculate upon the reasons why objections were made. If I approved or 
sustained an objection, you should not speculate on what might have been said or what 
might have occurred had the objection not been sustained by me. 

 
(9) Credibility of Witnesses: 
It is your responsibility to determine the credibility of each witness and the weight to be given 
the testimony of each witness. In determining such weight or credibility, you may properly 
consider: the interest, if any, that the witness may have in the result of the trial; the relation 
of the witness to the parties; the bias or prejudice of the witness, if any has been apparent; 
the candor, fairness, intelligence, and demeanor of the witness; the ability of the witness to 
remember and relate past occurrences; and, the means of observation and the opportunity 
of knowing the matters about which the witness has testified. From all the facts and 
circumstances appearing in evidence and coming to your observation during the trial, aided 
by the knowledge that you each possess in common with other persons, you will reach your 
conclusions. You should not let sympathy, sentiment, or prejudice enter into your 
deliberations, but should discharge your duties as jurors impartially, conscientiously, and 
faithfully under your oaths and return a verdict as the evidence warrants when measured by 
these instructions. 

 
(10) Punishment:  
You are only concerned with the guilt or innocence of the Defendant. You are not to concern 
yourselves with punishment. 

 

F. Verdict Instructions: 

 After you have retired to consider your verdict, a member of the jury is selected as your 
foreperson and then you begin your deliberations. The foreperson is to maintain orderly 
deliberations but should have no greater influence on the deliberations than any other 
member of the jury. Your verdict must be unanimous. When you have agreed on a verdict, 
your foreperson will sign the verdict form and you will, as a body, return the verdict form in 
open court.  

 
G. Verdict Form: 

 The verdict form approved by the Court is attached hereto. 
 

 IT IS SO ORDERED, this day of this round of the Mock Trial competition. 
  

      /s/ Presiding Judge   

      The Honorable Presiding Judge 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

 )  

COUNTY OF ROSS ) COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

 )  

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,  ) 2019-GS-21-1015 

 )  

 Prosecution, )  

vs.  )  

 )  

 CY MILES,  )  

 )  

 Defendant. )  

 )  

 

 
Appendix A 

 

JURY VERDICT FORM 

 

We, the jury, empaneled and sworn in the above-entitled cause, do, upon our oaths, find as 

follows: 

 

As to COUNT 1 – MURDER (S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-10) 

Defendant is: 

 

   Guilty  

   Not Guilty  

 

As to the lesser included charge of Voluntary Manslaughter (S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-50) 

Defendant is: 

 

   Guilty  

   Not Guilty  

 

 

             

       Foreperson 
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WITNESS LISTING 
 
 

PROSECUTION 

Jody Rivers Band Member 

Charlie Ziegler Forensic Analyst 

Finley Fusco                  Venue Manager 

 
 

DEFENSE 

CY Miles      Defendant 

Jett Jones  Music Journalist 

Stevie Raven  Concertgoer 
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Affidavit of  

Jody Rivers  

1. My name is Jody Rivers. I am 37 years old. I am headed to fame. I 1 

am the lead vocalist and lead guitarist for Ambition, a revolutionary rock-n-roll 2 

band based right here in Ross, South Carolina. We have one of the most 3 

innovative sounds out there. To understand and appreciate our sound, come to 4 

one of our shows and see for yourself. 5 

2. I have been obsessed with music for as long as I can remember. 6 

My parents are old-school country fanatics. I grew up listening to artists like Hank 7 

Williams, Loretta Lynn, and Willie Nelson sing about hard times and heartbreaks. 8 

Pretty soon, I started going through other musical phases that made me into the 9 

artist I am today. I also went through a brief period in which I learned as much as 10 

I could about classical music, but gave it up when I kept falling asleep.  11 

3. I graduated from Wofford College in 2003, with a degree in 12 

economics and a minor in music. I was ready to spread my wings and could not 13 

imagine starting into the business world yet. My passion was music, so I 14 

immediately set about forming a band. It turned out that the music industry is a 15 

tough one. My first project looked promising at first, but disbanded when Peter 16 

left the band and moved to New York. I spent a few years gigging solo. It was 17 

fun, but it sure was hard to pay the bills without a record contract. One thing is for 18 

sure, I never want to go back to the life of a starving artist. 19 

4. Fortunately, in the summer of 2017, I met Cy Miles, and everything 20 

seemed to click. We were scheduled one afternoon to play back-to-back solo 21 

acoustic sets at Buddie’s Burgers, a fantastic burger joint right here in Ross. The 22 

owner, Buddie Raines, was calling every musician in Ross with a request to 23 

perform at what he was calling “BuddieFest.” I knew it would not exactly be 24 

Austin City Limits since Buddie was paying each artist with a complimentary 25 

burger instead of money. But hey, I could not refuse a chance for free publicity. I 26 

swallowed my pride, swore to myself it would be the last time I played for free, 27 

and told Buddie I would be there. 28 
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5. In retrospect, I am glad I gigged at Buddie’s. I went on first, played 29 

a pretty low-voltage set – some Baez, some Dylan, that sort of thing, and then 30 

headed offstage to muted applause. I stuck around to watch the next set. That is 31 

when I first saw Cy. As a musician, Cy was like nobody I had ever seen before. 32 

Cy began with some phenomenal original songs, and then, to close out the set, 33 

played the single best version of Johnny Cash’s “Ring of Fire” I had ever heard – 34 

like, better than the Man in Black – Johnny Cash himself. I was blown away. 35 

6. I walked right up as Cy was exiting the stage, and, well, the rest 36 

was history although we were a little opposite in personalities. People described 37 

me as bold, loud, and full of excitement. Whereas, Cy seemed quiet and Cy’s 38 

music gave me the feeling of a tormented musical genius. We decided over 39 

burgers at one of Buddie’s picnic tables that we would start a band keeping true 40 

to our mutual roots in folk music but also with a little extra panache. I will never 41 

forget the Summer of 2017, when we agreed Cy would play lead guitar, sing lead 42 

vocals and take primary responsibility for writing our songs. I would play rhythm 43 

guitar, backing vocals, and serve as our band manager. It would be my 44 

responsibility to book our gigs, manage our equipment, distribute everybody’s 45 

pay – that sort of thing. Having been in this business a while, I knew I needed to 46 

do one more thing: I made Cy sign an agreement, which we wrote out on a 47 

napkin at Buddie’s and it is shown accurately in what is marked as Exhibit #5. I 48 

personally kept the napkin at home for safe keeping. I did not know it would ever 49 

see its day in court, since it is on a napkin. But, a signed agreement is still an 50 

agreement. The agreement made it clear we would have equal legal rights in all 51 

of the songs we wrote and that either of us would be free to perform the songs 52 

individually or as a group. “Sure, whatever, we can share the songs,” Cy 53 

muttered after I wrote out the agreement and showed it to Cy. I think Cy signed 54 

the agreement without reading it, but I figured it was Cy’s problem, not mine. “No 55 

gimmicks,” Cy told me as we wrapped up. “I never want to be one of those artists 56 

who hides behind synthesizers and special effects.” I said that was fine. 57 

7. After that, all that was left was to come up with a band name. 58 

Having seen Cy’s rendition of Ring of Fire, one thing came to mind and that is 59 
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that we both had ambition, so we named ourselves Ambition. We then found a 60 

bassist and a drummer and things took off pretty quickly. For our first few 61 

months, we gigged regularly at Buddie’s – for “some” money. In January 2018, I 62 

managed to get us an “in” at a slightly bigger venue called the Cola Club over in 63 

Ross’s trendy neighborhood. Over the next year or so, we fine-tuned our songs 64 

and live performances. Eventually, toward the end of the summer of 2018, we 65 

were regularly playing to almost standing-room-only crowds. 66 

8. Unfortunately, things were getting a bit complicated between Cy 67 

and me in the months to come. Our stripped-down sound worked really well at 68 

Buddie’s, but the crowd at Cola Club had higher expectations. After some 69 

sparsely-attended shows in late Spring 2018, I realized that we needed to up our 70 

game. I made an executive decision in Fall 2018, to add an electric keyboard 71 

player to our ensemble. We clearly needed a bigger, lusher sound. Everybody 72 

really liked it – well everybody but Cy. When Cy first saw the keyboard player, 73 

Erin, setting up on stage at Cola Club, Cy grumbled, “What’s next, fireworks? 74 

This is ridiculous.” I did not think much of it at the time, because Cy typically 75 

overreacts to about everything that does not go exactly Cy’s way. 76 

9. In October 2019, Holden B. Sampson, who obviously is one of the 77 

biggest names in music right now, was scheduled to play a show at Corley 78 

Theater on October 12, 2019. Cy and I had been there many times as attendees, 79 

but never as performers. Corley is an amazing venue. It was built all the way 80 

back in 1922 at the height of the big band era, and the interior décor really takes 81 

you back in time. Unfortunately, some of the design aspects also remind you that 82 

the place was built before the advent of modern building codes. For one thing, 83 

the theater itself is on the second floor of the building. For another, the theater 84 

has only two entrances, one at the back of the room and another toward the front 85 

of the room on stage left, which they added fairly recently. A layout of the theater 86 

is marked as Exhibit #6, though it is not drawn to scale. To get in and out of the 87 

theater, people must go through one of those entrances and up or down a flight 88 

of stairs. As far as I am concerned, the stairs were a huge safety hazard. I 89 

mentioned that to Cy one time when we were walking out of a show there. 90 
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“Yeah,” Cy said, “if there were ever an earthquake or a fire or something, it would 91 

be a total disaster. People might get hurt.” 92 

10. Anyway, on Monday, October 7, 2019, before Holden B. 93 

Sampson’s concert was to take place on Saturday, October 12, 2019, I got a call 94 

that totally changed Ambition’s course. It turned out that Holden B. Sampson’s 95 

opening act, the singer Beyond-Kay Coles, was nominated for a Grammy and 96 

bowed out in order to rehearse for her live performance at the awards show. 97 

Holden B. Sampson needed a replacement and, somehow, the opportunity 98 

landed on us. I was beside myself. This was our chance to prove ourselves to the 99 

world and I was not going to let anybody or anything get in the way. 100 

11. That night, we played a condensed version of our regular set to 101 

raucous applause at the Corley Theater as the opening act. Right after we left 102 

the stage, somebody named Jessica Gallagher found Cy and me and asked to 103 

talk to us after the show. Once Holden B. Sampson finished, we headed back 104 

into the artists’ lounge and found her. She told us how she was an associate 105 

record producer at Bean Records, which was one of the biggest indie record 106 

companies on the East Coast. Ms. Gallagher wanted to bring her boss to see us 107 

and consider whether or not to sign us. She said she would be able to get us 108 

back on stage at Corley very soon. She had one request, though: “Your 109 

songwriting is amazing,” she told us, “but your sound needs a little more 110 

excitement. Let’s get some lights, some pyrotechnics, and a few more digital 111 

effects for the next show. Do not worry, I can arrange everything!” 112 

12. It took me a moment to pick my jaw up from the floor, but when I 113 

did, I said, “You’ve got it! I have been saying we need more excitement in our 114 

sound for months. Are you good with this, Cy?” I looked at Cy’s face and saw a 115 

stone-cold expression. “My songs do not need any more excitement, Ms. 116 

Gallagher,” Cy muttered angrily, “because they are perfect the way they are 117 

written.” After an awkward moment of silence, I piped up: “Well, a few effects will 118 

not do any harm, right? Anyway, Cy, remember the contract we signed?” Ms. 119 

Gallagher and I exchanged phone numbers and I told her to send me the details. 120 
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13. Once Ms. Gallagher left that night, Cy and I went at it. Fortunately, 121 

we were in the artists’ lounge and by ourselves. Cy was not having any of Ms. 122 

Gallagher. “Look,” Cy said through tears, “I will not do this. I will not degrade my 123 

songs with a bunch of fireworks and bright lights.” I again reminded Cy about our 124 

contract. “I had hoped it would not come to this,” I said, “but the contract entitles 125 

me to play these songs with or without you.” Cy’s face was bright red and Cy 126 

began stuttering, “That’s… but… you said… you said we would each have rights 127 

in the songs!” “That is right,” I said, “and I am exercising my right to perform 128 

them.” Cy stormed off. “Contract or not,” Cy yelled walking out the door, “I am not 129 

going to let you make a mockery of lyrics that I poured my heart and soul into!” 130 

14. I called Ms. Gallagher the following Monday afternoon, October 131 

14th, to let her know that Cy left the band and I would be the one singing the 132 

songs and the rest of the band was with me. She sounded relieved, actually, and 133 

said it was fine. She was still trying to get Ambition a gig. On Monday, October 134 

21st, Ms. Gallagher let me know she had gotten Ambition a slot at Corley on 135 

October 26, 2019 for the “Can You Dig It?” concert, a charity show that attracts 136 

huge names. We were slated to play right after the Septemberists. I could not 137 

believe what was happening. 138 

15. When the day finally came – October 26, 2019 – I was expecting it 139 

to be one of my best performances ever making it the best day ever. Instead, it 140 

ended up being one of my worst days. I was so nervous before going on that I 141 

arrived at 4:00 p.m. I met Whit Axel for the first time as I arrived. Whit was in 142 

charge of the pyro and we chatted briefly. Whit was hired by Ms. Gallagher and 143 

Whit indicated it was a standard show of pyro. The venue manager – Finley 144 

Fusco – then showed me to the dressing room. The second floor looked like the 145 

layout marked as Exhibit #6, except for the dressing rooms are not on the 146 

diagram. I camped out in my dressing room until our set started at 6:00 p.m. But 147 

of course, I had to pop out on stage for a soundcheck that afternoon at 5:00 p.m., 148 

scheduled one hour before the show started. Unfortunately, I got side-tracked 149 

with a phone call, so I got on stage for the soundcheck ten minutes late. As I 150 

entered the theater, I think I must have surprised someone by the equipment as 151 
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that person immediately turned away and was walking hurriedly off the stage. 152 

When the person got down to the floor and turned around, I recognized the 153 

person walking off stage was Cy. I called out to ask why Cy was on stage since 154 

no longer in the band. Cy kept ranting about owning the songs, but apparently 155 

forgot about our signed contract. Cy said something about being there to give me 156 

a chance to change my mind and to go back to the way the music was before the 157 

changes. I said I had the right to play anything I wanted. Cy stomped away and I 158 

finished the soundcheck.  159 

16. I knew I needed to focus on the show, so I put Cy out of my mind. 160 

At one point during the soundcheck, though, I saw Cy lingering around the side 161 

exit doors stage left. A picture of the side double doors with a push bar is marked 162 

as Exhibit #10. It looked like Cy was fiddling around with something in Cy’s 163 

pockets, but, I was busy with the soundcheck, so I could not be sure. I kept on 164 

ignoring Cy and focusing on the show.  165 

17. I wish I had said something about Cy being near the pyro 166 

equipment, because if I had, all of this never would have happened. I was 167 

walking out on stage to perform promptly at 6:00 p.m. and the band was ready to 168 

hit it. But as I entered the stage something was obviously wrong. There was no 169 

reaction from the audience when I came out on stage. Instead, they were 170 

distracted by their phones and moving to the exits. It looked like the side exit 171 

doors were locked. Then it was as if the people in the crowd were starting to 172 

push frantically toward the exit doors as we played the first song. We were at 173 

about the point in our first song when Ms. Gallagher told me the pyrotechnics 174 

would come on at the two minute mark. I never had pyro on stage before, so I 175 

was bracing myself to act cool under pressure with pyro going off on both sides 176 

of the stage behind me. According to her, it was supposed to be some light 177 

smoke and a few sparkler-like effects springing out from both sides of the stage 178 

to the left and right of the drum set. Instead, I heard a huge bang from behind 179 

me. I felt a wave of heat and was showered in sparks, smoke, and some sort of 180 

burning material that seemed like construction paper. I thought a bomb had gone 181 

off. In that moment, I thought for sure I was going to die. 182 
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18. It took me a moment to realize I was not dead. When I was able to 183 

compose myself, what I saw next was almost worse. The crowd seemed to think 184 

a bomb had gone off, and they were stampeding for the exits. Not everybody 185 

realized the side doors were locked and people were pushing and shoving each 186 

other on the way to both stairs. It was chaos. I threw down my guitar, jumped off 187 

stage, and started my way out with the rest of them. When I finally got outside, I 188 

saw Whit Axel, who was in charge of the show’s pyrotechnics. I was giving Axel a 189 

piece of my mind. Clearly, Axel did not do something right. I know I have never 190 

had pyro and did not know what to expect, but I did not think it was supposed to 191 

be that. Deputy Ziegler must have seen us talking about the pyro. I explained that 192 

I was the lead singer and Axel was the pyrotechnician. The next thing I knew, 193 

Deputy Ziegler pulled Axel off to the side to talk. I learned later that Janet Porter, 194 

who was one of our biggest fans, was killed in the stampede. It was the most 195 

awful thing I could have imagined. She was only 27. Janet was one of the first 196 

people ever to take an interest in Ambition. She followed us really closely and 197 

came to every single one of our shows. Ambition is going to miss our biggest fan. 198 

It was not until later that night I saw Jett Jones’s post, marked as Exhibit #7. 199 

19. When I found out what really happened, I could not believe it. I 200 

knew Cy had a bit of an attitude since most talented artists do. But I never 201 

believed Cy would be capable of doing something as horrible as tampering with 202 

the pyrotechnics as sensitive as they can be and jamming the side doors. I heard 203 

Cy was trying to accuse me of tampering with the pyro. Let’s be serious here. 204 

Anyone with common sense would not tamper with the pyro that is on the same 205 

stage as the performer. I would not tamper with pyro to blow me and the band 206 

up. I know I wanted a huge show, but to be blown up is not what I had in mind. I 207 

hope Cy finally gets what is coming, both for Janet’s sake and for the sake of 208 

Ambition’s future. Obviously, we did not get a record contract as a result of the 209 

show that night. Ms. Gallagher told me her boss told her we were “too uncertain 210 

a prospect.” But if Cy ends up going to jail, then maybe the folks over at Bean 211 

Records will see this was truly a fluke and with Cy out of the picture, the band is 212 
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a safe bet to become superstars. Otherwise, I am going to have to start a whole 213 

new band and write whole new songs.  214 

1 

 
WITNESS ADDENDUM 

 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. The material 
facts are true and correct. 
 

     Signed, 

      Jody Rivers    

      Jody Rivers 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 22/23 South 
Carolina Mock Trial Competition. 
 

C.M. McCormack  

C.M. McCormack, Notary Public 
State of South Carolina 
My Commission Expires: 07/25/27 
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Affidavit of  

Charlie Ziegler 

1 

1. My name is Charlie Ziegler. I am 45 years old. I am currently a 1 

deputy with Ross County Sheriff’s Office. I work as a forensic analyst for digital 2 

devices. I graduated from Frances Marion University in 1999 with a degree in 3 

Sociology and Criminal Justice. Right after college, I signed up with the Ross 4 

County Sheriff’s Office, where I worked until 2010. I then joined the U.S. Drug 5 

Enforcement Agency (the “DEA,” for short) as a Task Force Member. It was 6 

during my time there that I developed expertise in analyzing cell phones and 7 

other types of electronic devices to look for evidence of criminal wrongdoing. I 8 

attended about a dozen DEA-organized trainings on how such devices operate 9 

and how to extract evidence from them, including a ten-day course on digital 10 

evidence acquisition at the FLETC (which is short for the “Federal Law 11 

Enforcement Training Center”) in Glynco, Georgia. In 2016, I returned to Ross 12 

County Sherriff’s office. Since then, I have analyzed and testified about data I 13 

extracted from cell phones and other similar electronic devices in hundreds of 14 

criminal cases. Often evidence I find is critical in determining a prosecution 15 

outcome. Criminals use phones for almost everything and the cell phone and app 16 

companies collect all kinds of information from users. Believe me, they know a lot 17 

more than just who is called. Based on data collected, they often can know what 18 

room in the house someone is in when making the call and who their friends are. 19 

2. The way the police handle cell phones has changed greatly over 20 

the last few years. In the past a deputy could grab a phone out of someone’s 21 

hands during an arrest and browse through it. However in 2014, the Supreme 22 

Court decided a warrant was needed before police searched on a cell phone. I 23 

mean, I get the general privacy concern. So, up until a few years ago, whenever I 24 

was involved in an arrest, I would grab the suspect’s phone if I thought there was 25 

a good reason to do so. Over the years, I moved entirely to the analyst position. 26 

Investigators in the field bring me phones to analyze after they obtain 27 

authorization for a search. 28 
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3. On the evening of October 26, 2019, at 18:15 hours, basically every 29 

law enforcement deputy in Ross County was either already on site working with 30 

emergency management personnel for the “Can You Dig It?” charity event or 31 

responded to the second dispatch for assistance to Corley Theater, where, 32 

according to dispatch, some sort of major mass exodus occurred during one of 33 

the concerts. The 911 Report for the night referenced is marked as Exhibit #1. 34 

Fortunately, emergency management was already stationed at the event. Since, 35 

the forensic lab I work in was next to Corley Theater, I was able to run over and 36 

offer assistance. People were scared and crying. Paramedics were already on 37 

the scene doing what they could for a couple of injured concertgoers outside. 38 

Right as I arrived, I saw paramedics rushing a gravely injured woman from the 39 

theater. I later learned from other deputies in the Sheriff’s Office that her name 40 

was Janet Porter, that she had been trampled during a stampede in the theater, 41 

and that she died at the hospital shortly after I saw her being carried from Corley 42 

Theater. There is a detailed Coroner’s report marked as Exhibit #4.  43 

4. Once I found my sergeant around 18:30 hours, I was tasked with 44 

conducting interviews of the concertgoers outside the theater and any other 45 

persons of interest. I first interviewed Jett Jones, a music journalist with the Rock 46 

& Ross magazine who was present at the scene and had attended the concert. 47 

Jones seemed agitated, but not fearful or worried in any way. Jones started 48 

stammering about how there had been a threat made during the concert and that 49 

it was what had caused the stampede. While I was interviewing Jones, it was 50 

obvious that Jones was distracted with checking and looking at a smart phone. I 51 

asked why Jones was spending so much time looking at the phone. I was 52 

informed because it was important to see how many likes and reposts “the story” 53 

got. I asked what “the story” was and Jones showed me the Facebook post 54 

depicted in Exhibit #7. Jones basically got a post and then reposted it. Jones did 55 

not know the original post’s author, “Cynical Songwriter.” Jones identified Cy 56 

Miles outside the theater as a member of the Ambition band. I asked a few more 57 

questions about what happened, how the crowd reacted, and whether Jones had 58 

seen anything suspicious in the theater. But, getting Jones to focus was next to 59 
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impossible. Jones’s eyes would light up every time a sound notification alerted. I 60 

know some people who study social media talk and how it creates a “dopamine-61 

driven feedback loop” in a typical user’s brain, but this was ridiculous. Jones’s 62 

addiction to monitoring the story was obsessive as it definitely was a social 63 

validation that the article was being tracked. I did not notice anything else that I 64 

found particularly suspicious during my interview with Jones. Jones pointed out 65 

Cy Miles standing on scene and said Miles was a member of the Ambition band.  66 

5. I next spoke with Cy Miles, who was also present at the scene. 67 

Miles was covered in sweat and seemed very preoccupied. I asked if Miles had 68 

run out of the theater. Miles told me no, and that Miles was standing outside by 69 

the theater’s main doors waiting for some friends to come out to make sure they 70 

were okay. Miles’s response seemed odd to me. I thought Jones said Miles was 71 

a member of the band. Miles indicated no longer belonging to the band. While 72 

Miles was talking, I noticed that Miles’s fingers looked a little cut up, so I asked, 73 

what happened. Miles indicated the recent cuts were from restringing a guitar. I 74 

did not know if that was true or not, but wanted to make sure Miles had not 75 

sustained injuries at this event.  76 

6. A minute or two into the interview, Miles abruptly grabbed a cell 77 

phone from a pants pocket and started frantically trying to access it. I have been 78 

a cop long enough to know what that usually means: in all likelihood, Miles was 79 

trying to delete evidence from the phone. At that point, I believed exigent 80 

circumstances existed to seize the phone for safekeeping immediately until such 81 

a time as a warrant could properly be secured. Based on the totality of my 82 

interaction with Jett Jones and the nature of the conversation with Miles, I 83 

believed there was probable cause that a crime had been committed within the 84 

Corley Theater. To make sure nothing happened to the phone, I grabbed the 85 

phone out of Miles’s hand. We struggled over the phone for a moment or two, 86 

and when I finally got it safely into my hands, I saw that it was on the “Settings” 87 

screen. Given that phone’s particular operating system, and based on my 88 

knowledge and experience in working with Andromeda smartphones of the same 89 

make and model, I know the “Settings” screen is where data can be erased from 90 
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the phone. Still, I cannot say with 100% certainty which screen Miles was 91 

accessing when I first grabbed the phone, because either or both of us might 92 

have accidentally interacted with the screen during the struggle.  93 

7. After securing the phone, I had another deputy detain Miles and I 94 

ran back to the lab to grab a Faraday bag to put Miles’ phone in for safe keeping. 95 

A Faraday bag is a special case used by computer forensic professionals, that 96 

blocks all outside radio signals. I needed the Faraday bag in order to preserve 97 

the information on the phone until we could get a search warrant. It was possible 98 

that Miles would attempt to “wipe” the phone remotely. Later, a judge signed a 99 

warrant to search the phone. Given the Facebook post that Jones had shown 100 

me, I knew this case would come down to the computer forensic evidence on 101 

Miles’ phone. With Miles’s phone in possession and secured in the Faraday bag,  102 

I conducted a number of other interviews. 103 

8. Since Jones mentioned showing the post to Stevie Raven, I was 104 

fortunate enough to find Raven and ask Raven’s perspective. Raven accounted 105 

for Cy Miles’s whereabouts at 17:30 hours. More details on that interview are in 106 

the supplemental report, marked as Exhibit #3.  107 

9. I then interviewed the venue manger, Finley Fusco. Fusco could 108 

not understand how the panic started before the pyro had gone off incorrectly. 109 

Fusco was confident that the blast from the pyro made the crowd panic more 110 

than before and it did not help that the side exit doors were locked. I made a note 111 

to let the fire marshal know about the locked doors before ending the interview. I 112 

let Fusco know that there most likely would be a ticket for the violation, which 113 

was issued by the fire marshal and is marked as Exhibit #12. Fusco asked if I 114 

knew anything about why the panic began in the first place. I told Fusco we were 115 

investigating the cause. While wrapping up my interview with Fusco, I overheard 116 

Jody Rivers and Whit Axel having an abrupt conversation about the pyro at the 117 

concert. I introduced myself, determined that Rivers was the lead singer and Axel 118 

oversaw the pyro. The conversation with Axel is noted in the supplemental 119 

report, marked as Exhibit #3, which contains all of my interviews. I received the 120 

“all clear” for Axel to go back inside to check on the pyro. From almost all of the 121 
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interviews, there was a consensus that the side doors were locked causing there 122 

to be only the one exit. I also went in and checked the side doors. A picture of the 123 

doors is marked as Exhibit #10. The side doors would not open. The layout of the 124 

theater looks like the one marked as Exhibit #6. 125 

10. After conducting the onsite interviews, I took Miles’s cell phone 126 

back to my office. Once I received the warrant to analyze the phone on Monday, 127 

October 28, 2019, I began my analysis on the device. To conduct the analysis, I 128 

used advanced computer software called “ForensicMagician,” which preserves 129 

and extracts data from computers, cell phones, and other types of electronic 130 

devices. ForensicMagician is accepted as reliable and used by virtually every 131 

computer forensic professional in the country to conduct forensic analyses like 132 

the one I was doing. ForensicMagician can extract not only text, photos, and 133 

other “regular” computer files from electronic devices, but it also can reveal more 134 

“advanced” information, such as a device’s internet browsing history, apps used, 135 

and Geo Location identifying the exact location and time the user is located. I 136 

applied the ForensicMagician software to the phone reliably and without fault. 137 

11. The results of the ForensicMagician analysis conducted on October 138 

28, 2019, are accurately depicted in Exhibit #8, which shows data on the phone 139 

from which I could infer Miles’s location on October 26, 2019. The phone had not 140 

connected to any Wi-Fi network for the time period searched. I was able to 141 

extract Miles’ internet browsing history from the phone. It showed Miles (or 142 

whoever was using the phone) looked up the following sorts of search terms 143 

repeatedly in the days leading up to the concert: “concerts gone wrong;” “criminal 144 

penalties for threats;” and “Home Depot.” Miles downloaded the Facebook app, 145 

but the data from the app had been deleted. Unfortunately, I was unable to 146 

determine when that data was deleted or which Facebook accounts were 147 

accessed from it. The phone only had 16 gigabytes of storage, so it is possible 148 

that Miles might have deleted the app’s data in order to clear out some extra 149 

storage space, but the whole thing still seemed suspicious to me.  150 

12. Given the lack of Facebook data on Miles’s phone, we went next to 151 

Facebook itself. Using a subpoena, I asked Facebook to provide some basic 152 
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information associated with the “Cynical Songwriter” account. In response, 153 

Facebook provided me with the document shown in Exhibit #9, which, as a 154 

Facebook representative told me, is the sort of record that Facebook keeps and 155 

regularly updates in the course of providing its services. I also regularly rely on 156 

these sorts of reports during investigations. The document indicates that the 157 

“Cynical Songwriter” account was created on October 26, 2019 at 17:14 EST 158 

from the Internet Protocol (“IP”) address 2.58.172.2. This IP address is part of a 159 

virtual private network (VPN) and the true device IP address is not discoverable. I 160 

am simplifying things a bit here, but an IP address serves essentially the same 161 

purpose for an internet connection that a physical address does for a house or 162 

office building; basically, it is a unique number that identifies a particular 163 

connection. Only one IP address at a time can be assigned to a particular place. 164 

IP addresses are managed on a global level by the Internet Assigned Numbers 165 

Authority (the “IANA”). As a law enforcement deputy, my colleagues and I 166 

routinely rely on databases managed by the IANA in order to determine physical 167 

addresses and other information associated with particular IP addresses. In my 168 

experience, the IANA’s information has always been accurate and reliable.  169 

13. Unfortunately, determining “Cynical Songwriter” was created at 170 

Corley’s Theater was about all of the forensic evidence gathered. The email 171 

account used to set up the “Cynical Songwriter” account was 172 

buddiesCola@360ya.ar. The email address is associated with an email service 173 

that anyone in the United States or anywhere else can use, but its servers are 174 

based in Argentina, so I could not get any other information about it. I suppose 175 

we could have followed up with Facebook to see if they had any more 176 

information about the “Cynical Songwriter” account. I suppose we could have 177 

looked into Jones’s phone or other devices, but, again, it would not have been 178 

useful. Besides, Jones is an accredited member of the media, and getting a 179 

warrant for Jones’s device would be extremely difficult. And, we already had 180 

enough to prove that Miles was the one responsible for causing the stampede, so 181 

we did not need anything else.  182 

14. I pulled up Miles’s record and there was one prior criminal charge 183 
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noted. Cy was arrested for second-degree arson through utilization of 184 

fireworks/other explosives, which resulted in the Jefferson High School Gym 185 

catching fire back in 2008. This was felony arson and Miles pled guilty in a plea 186 

bargain agreement. Shockingly enough, this plea bargain agreement resulted in 187 

community service.  188 

15. Based on the evidence mentioned, it was my conclusion that Miles 189 

set up the “Cynical Songwriter” Facebook account on Miles’s cell phone on 190 

October 26, 2019, while Miles at the Corley Theater. Miles then used that 191 

account to post the bomb threat shown in Exhibit #7. In turn, the post caused the 192 

stampede also known as crowd crushing that killed Janet Porter. I obtained an 193 

arrest warrant and personally arrested Miles at home on October 30, 2019. The 194 

police report, marked as Exhibit #2, and the supplemental report, marked as 195 

Exhibit #3, have my findings and interviews.  196 

16. Several days following the arrest and indictment of Cy Miles, Fusco 197 

emailed me from Corley Theater on November 4, 2019. Fusco stated that an 198 

inspection was done by a representative of the defense and that a guitar string 199 

was found jammed in the lock in the side exit doors’ locking mechanism. As this 200 

was materially important, a photo of the guitar string was provided, which is 201 

marked as Exhibit #11. This guitar string was the sole reason the exit doors did 202 

not function properly. Cy Miles hands were cut up, and the process of shoving a 203 

guitar string into a door lock would certainly cause those types of injuries. 204 

 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 

I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. The material 
facts are true and correct. 

     Signed, 

      Charlie Ziegler   

      Charlie Ziegler 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 22/23 South 
Carolina Mock Trial Competition. 

Anthony Roberts  

Anthony Roberts, Notary Public 
State of South Carolina  
My Commission Expires: 10/24/25
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Affidavit of  

Finley Fusco                

1 

1. My name is Finley Fusco. My friends call me Fin, but since this is 1 

business – call me Finley. I am 51 years old. I was born and raised in the country 2 

outside of Ross where things were a little calmer and slower with my mom, dad, 3 

brother and more pets than anyone could ever have in the city. I will not say it 4 

was quieter there because our home was situated between two air bases. We 5 

never minded the sounds of jets flying over our home because we considered it 6 

to be the sound of freedom. Growing up in the country meant we had to go to 7 

Ross for everything and I do mean everything – school, library, groceries, 8 

doctor’s appointments, restaurants – you name it. When any of us went to town, 9 

we checked in with each other on what errands we all needed done so that no 10 

one did without. Country life was great, but as I grew up and wanted to do more 11 

things with my friends, I found myself wanting to move to Ross.  12 

2. After high school, I attended Columbia College for a bachelor’s 13 

degree in business administration. I then went onto the University of South 14 

Carolina where I majored in Hospitality, Retail and Sports Management. I knew I 15 

wanted to run either a bed and breakfast or an event venue. The timing could not 16 

have been better for me. While I was working on my bachelor’s degree an 17 

opening for an internship became available at Corley Theater. It did not pay 18 

much, but I ended up working there part time for all of the events. And what a 19 

valuable experience it was. I was getting my book learning during the day and on 20 

the job experience on nights and weekends. By the time I finished my master’s 21 

degree, the manager was gearing down for retirement. I expressed interest in the 22 

management position and I shadowed the manager for the next year before 23 

taking over entirely. I have been Corley Theater’s Venue Manger since 2002.  24 

3. Most people probably think all I do is unlock and lock the doors for 25 

an event and that I have an easy-as-pie job. However, a venue manager has 26 

many responsibilities in a lot of different areas. I evaluate the market for groups 27 

and pricing, book the events, and manage the calendar. I also market the events, 28 
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maintain our website and social media presence, oversee membership and ticket 29 

sales, and coordinate fundraising. Upon request, I give tours for marketing and 30 

tours on the theater’s history. I also manage staff and all that comes with having 31 

staff – hiring, training, scheduling, payroll, employee benefits, annual reviews, 32 

and firing – when necessary. I also write contracts and vendor requirements, 33 

ensure safety protocols are in place, secure event insurance, and so much more.  34 

4. Corley Theater dates back to 1922 and is on the National Historic 35 

Registry. In the 40’s there was a fire in the theater. The entire second floor was 36 

gone, but the shell of the brick exterior held up along with the beautiful main 37 

staircase. It took ten years of fundraising to the rebuild in the 1950’s using the 38 

same floor plan. The theater has tall white columns and beautiful arched 39 

windows. The tilework on the ceiling was added back and murals were restored.  40 

Since that time, the theater has gone through very little change until about 2015, 41 

when the owners – Mr. and Mrs. Jim Corley – decided to finally give in to my 42 

requests for an additional set of exit stairs on the side of the building. The 43 

exterior set of stairs were added to the side building and lead out to the parking 44 

lot. It was not only a terrific addition for safety, but it allowed the vendors easier 45 

access from the parking lot for set up. I am not saying they liked having to hike 46 

their stuff up a set of stairs, but that is what comes with using an old theater. The 47 

Corleys also allowed me to have Wi-Fi added to the building. We finally were 48 

getting up-to-date. My next “ask” is going to be an elevator added to the exterior 49 

next to the stairs to get the band equipment or rental stuff up and down easier. 50 

And not to mention, the theater will gain accessibility for our disabled patrons. I 51 

think the addition will attract more groups and patrons that have avoided the 52 

theater in the past. I am going to have to beef up my fundraising for the elevator. 53 

5. My goal is to bring in quality programming for this 3500-square-foot 54 

theater so that we can keep ticket sales up. The maximum sales we can get is for 55 

a 500 person standing-room-only occupancy. I am constantly reviewing how to 56 

keep sales high with maximum attendance. It was not until about five years ago 57 

that we started offering individual membership to help support the theater offering 58 

quality entertainment on a consistent basis at affordable pricing. We love our 59 
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individual and corporate donors who support Corley Theater with their loyalty and 60 

philanthropic support at four levels of support: Bronze, Silver, Gold, and 61 

Platinum. We are known for tailoring packages to suit the corporate partners to 62 

maximize the benefits they desire to include privately sponsored corporate 63 

fundraising events, annual employee events, and the like. This little bit of time 64 

talking about the theater makes it obvious that working Corley is not a turn key 65 

job and that both my degrees have come in pretty handy. 66 

6. I am here today to talk about the events surrounding the 67 

unfortunate incident that occurred on October 26, 2019. But before I do, I have to 68 

go back to booking the event. Events are booked anywhere from ten years out to 69 

a month out depending on availability. This event titled, “Can You Dig It?” was re-70 

booked in 2018 for another ten years by Matthew Shelley. It is a charity concert 71 

event that raises money for the Children’s Hospital. This was a returning annual 72 

event that has run for a long time. The performers change up, but the event 73 

schematics are the same every year. It includes groupings of bands performing 74 

in two hour sets with about two hours between each set for breakdown and reset 75 

for the next incoming band or bands depending on how it was booked. When 76 

there was not a performer on stage, there were food trucks and outdoor 77 

performances and entertainment in the courtyard to help the time pass. The side 78 

streets were shut down for the event. It is a big draw to Ross every year and an 79 

event the entire town talks about from the time one ends until the next one 80 

arrives. It is amazing how so many out-of-towners come in for this event, bringing 81 

in great revenue for Ross County as a result of the charity concert. Lodging is 82 

sold out city-wide with premium pricing. Overflow lodging has to go out-of-town. 83 

The food trucks come in because there is too much business for the local 84 

restaurants to manage the turnaround in between sets. 85 

7. For the “Can You Dig It?” event, I always work with Matthew 86 

Shelley on getting the contract signed, since Matthew is the booking agent for the 87 

charity concert. When the contract is signed, all of the performers, each of their 88 

contact persons, contact numbers, number of performers, band equipment 89 

brought in, any pyrotechnics, and so on for each band is listed. The contract can 90 
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get quite lengthy with the “Can You Dig It?” event. If there is any pyrotechnics, 91 

the contractor has to note who is licensed to oversee it. I was not worried about 92 

that, since the “Can You Dig It?” event never had pyro. I charge the contractor a 93 

sizeable building use fee, an insurance fee, a non-refundable deposit, and a 94 

percentage of the ticket sales. The percentage varies depending on the 95 

anticipated crowd. “Can You Dig It?" is always planned for the maximum 96 

attendance. The good thing, though, is that they never are truly at max 97 

attendance although we max out the ticket sales at 500 people every time. The 98 

tickets are pre-purchased online to have access to the full-day event. 99 

Ticketholders show the barcode on their cell phones at the courtyard entrance. 100 

By pre-selling online, the theater does not have to work with any cash. I love 101 

going digital. Not to mention for this event, in particular, I do not need staff at the 102 

main entrance and it allows guests to use either set of stairs to come into the 103 

building. It also allows for people to roam the entire theater, the courtyard, and 104 

the side streets more freely. It is like one big entertainment district. I also like that 105 

for this particular event, we have no chairs placed out on the second floor. It is 106 

one big open visitor area to allow for mingling, movement, dancing, and the like. 107 

A diagram of the second floor at Corley is marked as Exhibit #6. 108 

8. For this particular event, Matthew needed to change out one of the 109 

acts and called me on October 21st, the Monday prior to the October 26th charity 110 

concert date, stating that an act performing after the Septemberists had bailed. 111 

Matthew asked if there were any local groups that could fill in last minute. I 112 

immediately thought of Ambition and shared that with Matthew. Ambition had just 113 

performed at Corley on October 12th as the opening act for Holden B. Sampson. I 114 

knew their music was gaining momentum. Matthew touched back base with me 115 

on the same day and said Ambition would fill in for the 6:00 p.m. time slot and 116 

that this would be the only band requiring pyro. We did not initially have pyro 117 

planned for this event at all, but I was not concerned given that it was going to be 118 

our local pyro guru, Whit Axel overseeing Ambition’s pyro. I did not request an 119 

amended contract to be signed with such short notice. I knew Whit was known 120 

for being extremely thorough and would make sure all was correctly in place 121 
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before the event and oversee the pyro during the event. Whit always made sure 122 

pyro was set below our discharge height limits since we are talking about 123 

preserving and maintaining a beautiful historic building.  124 

9. October 26th started out like any other “Can You Dig It?” event. The 125 

timeline had the first band, The Marlies, coming in at 8:00 a.m. for setup with a 126 

10:00 a.m. performance time. There was a break from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. with the 127 

transition of one band leaving and the incoming band time to set up, which 128 

worked out great for the food vendors. Another band, Septemberists, was set to 129 

perform from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Then there was another transition time set from 130 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m. At 4:00 p.m. was when Ambition had the stage to set up 131 

equipment while Septemberists packed up. When Jody came in at 4:00 p.m., I 132 

assigned Ambition a dressing room in the back of the house. Jody was familiar 133 

with the theater and already had band equipment coming in the side door. After I 134 

showed Jody the dressing room, which only took a couple of minutes, I never 135 

saw Jody again until the sound check a few minutes after 5:00 p.m.  136 

10. I saw Whit Axel come through the side door after I came back from 137 

directing Jody to the dressing room. Whit and I talked for a minute or two double 138 

checking about the pyro being set up. Whit assured me it was the usual pyro with 139 

a total of five sparks showers taking place, along with four timed concussive (or 140 

big bang) events. There would be two devices, one on each side of the stage 141 

with a good spacing away from the wall. We also talked about how the pyro was 142 

only to be used in the opening and closing songs for Ambition. I  really did not 143 

see how pyro worked with that particular band’s sound. I did not think any more 144 

of it and conducted a walk around with maintenance to make sure everything 145 

was cleaned during the transition, which is something we do before every show 146 

and that check is always done before the soundcheck an hour before the show. 147 

We checked the stairs making sure both were clear of debris, the doors were not 148 

blocked with anything and they were unlocked, the restrooms were cleaned and 149 

stocked and the snack bar area downstairs was staffed and stocked for the next 150 

transition of guests. 151 
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11. I was walking back stage after checking the building with 152 

maintenance and walked up on a very uncomfortable conversation. I was behind 153 

the black curtains and peeked through to see the conversation on the stage was 154 

between Jody and Cy Miles. I knew it was Cy from the previous performance at 155 

Corley. Cy was making threats to Jody, about owning the songs and a signed 156 

contract preventing Jody from performing those songs. I really wish Cy had not 157 

shown up. I felt sure the interaction would throw Jody’s performance off. Cy 158 

eventually left out the main exit and stopped to talk to Jett Jones on the way out. 159 

Jody finished up the sound check and I did not see Jody on stage again until 160 

coming out to perform at 6:00 p.m.  161 

12. I wanted to see how the pyro worked with Ambition’s set, so I made 162 

it a point to be upstairs before the house lights dimmed about five minutes prior 163 

to Ambition’s start time. I was standing or leaning against the side wall close to 164 

the side stairs exit when the band started up at 6:00 p.m. The band was not 165 

getting the audience’s attention when starting the first song on stage and the vibe 166 

in the room was quickly changing. As a venue manager over so many events, I 167 

know when the vibe in a room changes. Instead of cheering for the band, the 168 

patrons were looking at their cell phones and there was a lot more chatter verses 169 

applause or roaring for the act, and then movement began toward the exits. I 170 

looked at my phone and it was 6:00 p.m. I did not see any alerts on my phone. I 171 

would not say the movement started out in a panic mode, but then things 172 

happened really fast. I saw people coming toward me, headed for the side exit 173 

stairs. The side double doors would not open. I tried the doors myself and they 174 

would not open. I could not figure it out. I had just checked the doors with 175 

maintenance before the soundcheck. The doors opened and they were free and 176 

clear of anything blocking them. I was quickly directing people to the main stairs 177 

exit although I had no idea why the guests were leaving in the first place. I 178 

figured there must have been some other really good entertainment or something 179 

else that everyone wanted to see outside. When the side doors would not open, 180 

it seemed like that is when panic ensued. While that was happening, the pyro 181 

went off two minutes into the song, as scheduled, and boy did it go off. I had 182 
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never seen pyro go off in Corley like that before. There was a loud boom with 183 

everything going off at once. I knew Whit always set the pyro to go no higher 184 

than 10.5 feet since our ceilings were 16.5 foot high. There was nothing on fire or 185 

the sprinkler system would have gone off. The showering of pyro sparks, smoke, 186 

and different confetti like material shooting out was more scary than spectacular. 187 

The pyro “boom” caused even more panic and I saw what looked like a mad rush 188 

of screaming people pushing toward the exits, which is called crowd crushing. 189 

Thank goodness there were not chairs in the room for the event. Otherwise, I 190 

cannot imagine how many injuries there would have been.  191 

13. During the panic, I quickly scanned the room. I saw Jody with 192 

Ambition in what looked like shock as to what just happened, get off the stage, 193 

and go with the crowd. It looked like Jody was not expecting as big of a pyro 194 

show either and wanted to make sure everyone was okay. I lost track of Jody in 195 

the crowd of people. While the stampede felt fast, it felt slow at the same time 196 

since there was only the one set of exit stairs available. I looked at my phone. 197 

The time was 6:03 p.m. I immediately called 911 and made them aware of what 198 

was going on. Fortunately, we already had emergency management in place in 199 

the courtyard for such a big event and I knew they would be outside addressing 200 

the chaos taking place. But it still felt like forever before the room was clear. 201 

When I made sure everyone was out of the theater okay, I walked outside and 202 

saw medical staff already at the courtyard helping concertgoers with random 203 

injuries. I could not believe that entire second floor emptied out in 45 minutes and 204 

that it was only 6:45 p.m. – it felt like a lifetime in there. That is when I saw one 205 

person transported in an ambulance, which turned out to be Janet Porter. I did 206 

not know Janet, but I later learned that she died at the hospital. Concertgoers 207 

indicated Janet was trampled on as people were exiting the theater. Losing 208 

anyone is extremely sad and heartbreaking. I know that I had nothing to do with 209 

her death, but it is still hard to know that she lost her life that night at one of 210 

Corley Theater’s events. I cannot help but think the pyro must have been 211 

tampered with to have gone off the way it did, but really the panic was in the 212 

room before the pyro started. The pyro definitely contributed to the panic, but it 213 
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was not the cause of the initial panic. Having now seen the social media post, 214 

marked as Exhibit #7, after the event, I think Cy made the post to wreck 215 

Ambition’s set ensuring Cy’s songs would not be played. And now that I recall, 216 

when I was on stage hearing the conversation between Jody and Cy, I remember 217 

Jody asking why Cy was on the stage.  218 

14. I talked to Whit prior to the show. I know Whit’s work. We have 219 

worked together on more events than I can count just in the last two years alone 220 

and if Whit Axel said everything was going to be the standard show of pyro then 221 

that is what it was going to be. I gave a brief statement sometime that night to 222 

Deputy Ziegler who was conducting an investigation. I did not know how much I 223 

could contribute considering I was in the crowd with everyone else. When Deputy 224 

Ziegler got the “all clear” to go in the building, Whit went in to check the pyro 225 

boxes and Deputy Ziegler checked the side doors since they were not opening. 226 

As a result, Corley Theater did get hit with a ticket and hefty fine from the fire 227 

marshal the following Monday, October 28, 2019, for the side doors to the stairs 228 

being locked. The fire marshal did not go upstairs or look at the doors and 229 

instead indicated that Deputy Ziegler notified him about the issue. The ticket from 230 

the fire marshal is marked as Exhibit #12. 231 

15. After what happened on October 26th, I cancelled the next two 232 

weeks’ worth of events to get a grip on what took place and what measures 233 

needed to be put in place to prevent pyro explosions like we saw on October 234 

26th from happening again. I set up a meeting for Monday, October 28th to talk 235 

with Whit Axel about the pyro situation again and to discuss what Whit thought 236 

may have happened. I had to figure out what was going on and how to rework 237 

the contract paperwork for all events already on the books.  238 

16. I knew I had time later to deal with the doors not working. I was so 239 

obsessed with the pyro that I wanted to address that first. On Monday morning, 240 

November 4th, Ash Hedley, a private building inspector, came to conduct a site 241 

visit, representing Cy Miles who I later learned was charged for tampering with 242 

the pyro and manipulating the side doors not to open. I also learned that Jett 243 

Jones, the music journalist, is the reason everyone was looking at their phones 244 
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instead of watching Ambition perform the opening number. Jett posted an alert 245 

on social media, which is marked as Exhibit #7. Jett and I have enough rapport 246 

that Jett could have notified me instead of posting to social media and causing 247 

such panic. I had emergency management outside the building set up for the 248 

event. Emergency management had everything in place to oversee the crowd 249 

and would have managed crowd control more systematically and definitely safer. 250 

17. The first thing Ash Hedley asked me was why Corley had not had 251 

an inspection since sometime in the 1990’s. I did not know what Ash was talking 252 

about. No one had ever come to do an inspection on my watch or when I was an 253 

intern, so it was not on my radar. I would have thought they would have come to 254 

do an inspection of the new side stairs, but they never did. I told Ash the only 255 

inspector we had was the fire marshal on Monday, October 28th, when Corley 256 

got the ticket for the side exit doors being locked. After we talked about that, Ash 257 

asked about seeing the building. Ash checked the side doors, finding guitar string 258 

jammed into the locking mechanism that prevented both doors from opening. A 259 

picture of the side double doors with a push bar is marked as Exhibit #10. Where 260 

the red circle is on the exhibit is where Ash pulled the guitar string jammed from 261 

inside the locking mechanism on the push bar. Ash took a picture of the guitar 262 

string and upon my request provided me a copy. I thought the picture may help 263 

get the fire marshal ticket dismissed, so I emailed Deputy Ziegler the same day  264 

and provided a copy of the picture, marked as Exhibit #11. At that time, Deputy 265 

Ziegler forwarded me a copy of the Incident Report and an updated 266 

Supplemental Incident Report, marked respectively as Exhibit #2 and Exhibit #3. 267 

I had no way of knowing the doors were tampered with. I have no idea why 268 

anyone would want to tamper with those doors. Everyone praised Corley Theater 269 

for having the additional stairs exit. With one set of stairs before, it took an hour 270 

to empty out a packed theater of 500 people. With two sets of stairs, the time 271 

was cut in half.   272 

 

[See the signed witness addendum on the next page.] 
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WITNESS ADDENDUM 

 

I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. The material 
facts are true and correct. 
     Signed, 

      Finley Fusco  

      Finley Fusco 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 22/23 South 
Carolina Mock Trial Competition. 
 

William Smith  

William Smith, Notary Public 
State of South Carolina 
My Commission Expires: 12/8/26 

 

1 
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Affidavit of  

Cy Miles  

 
1. My name is Cy Miles. I am 32 years old. I have lived here in Ross 1 

my entire life. Until October 2019, I was the lead singer and lead guitarist for a 2 

band called Ambition. At the same time, I was on the verge of beginning a solo 3 

career when I was falsely accused of causing a stampede at Corley Theater by 4 

means of a Facebook post. Let me be perfectly clear: I had nothing to do with the 5 

Facebook post or the resulting tragedy. I do not know who is responsible for it. I 6 

am testifying here in order to clear my name. 7 

2. In a way, I have been fighting circumstance for most of my life. My 8 

family did not have much when I was growing up. Despite my best efforts, I was 9 

never a particularly good student. Still, there has always been one thing that 10 

gave me constant direction – music. My parents and band teachers said I was a 11 

musical genius. I went to Hamilton High School here in Ross. Every day, I looked 12 

forward to my jazz band class, where I could use the sonics of my guitar to 13 

express myself in ways that would seem impossible in most other settings. I say 14 

“most” because, at times, I also seemed to thrive in English class. I was never 15 

much for writing essays or reading novels, but on the rare occasion when it came 16 

time for us to study poetry, I felt like I was completely in my element. Emily 17 

Dickinson, Robert Frost, and Maya Angelou were, and still, are my favorite poets. 18 

3. Unfortunately, right before I graduated high school in 2008, I got a 19 

sidetracked. In early May, my friend Dannie DeLuca and I played a prank on 20 

Jefferson High School’s pep squad and things went a bit sideways. At the time, 21 

we were on Hamilton’s pep squad, which, as you probably know, is Jefferson’s 22 

arch-rival. The Jefferson pep squad pranked us right after spring break in April 23 

while we were outside eating at Buddie’s Burgers. When they snuck up on us 24 

and showered us with a disgusting combination of silly string, cheese-whiz, and 25 

whipped cream. Of course, our Hamiltonian honor meant we could not let 26 

Jefferson’s prank go unanswered. We devised a prank to get revenge, but with 27 

firecrackers. Dannie and I waited behind some bushes outside of the gym where 28 
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the Jefferson pep squad practiced its rallies. As they left the building, we 29 

shouted, “Bombs away from your friends at Hamilton!” and let them have it. In 30 

retrospect, the whole thing was a bad idea. We made one especially stupid 31 

decision. Rather than using regular firecrackers, we bought a bunch of different 32 

types of fireworks and mixed their contents together. We thought it would make 33 

the fireworks louder and brighter. Nobody was injured, but as a result of our 34 

fireworks concoction’s enhanced fire power, the pine needles in the landscaping 35 

caught fire. In turn, the gym caught on fire and the building burned down. I had 36 

no idea pine straw was so flammable. It was truly a stupid kid moment. 37 

4. It did not take a detective to figure out that we were the responsible 38 

parties. Dannie and I each ended up pleading guilty to second-degree arson. The 39 

prosecutor wanted to throw us each in jail for a year and a half. Dannie and I 40 

were only 17 at the time of the incident, so the judge let us off with probation and 41 

community service. I took responsibility for my actions, completed my sentence 42 

without incident, and have tried to move on from the whole thing. I hope I am not 43 

judged in this trial for a stupid decision I made back then. 44 

5. In 2010, after putting all that behind me and growing up some, my 45 

musical intuition was sharpening. In large part, it seemed like all I did was either 46 

play or listen to music. I was appreciating how music and history intertwined. I 47 

came to the realization largely because I began attending shows regularly at 48 

Ross’s historic Corley Theater. The 1920’s building’s art, the general vibe, and 49 

architecture took me back to a time before me. When I first started going to 50 

shows there, it took a long time to get in and out of the theater. The theater is 51 

situated on the second floor and could only be accessed by the main staircase. 52 

While I was waiting in line to get in and out, I began to notice the historic 53 

photographs of artists who had appeared at Corley Theater on the walls.  54 

6. Fortunately, Corley Theater underwent some renovations in 2015, 55 

including the addition of a side stair exit with double doors. They also added Wi-56 

Fi. I am familiar with Corley Theater’s floor plan, which is marked as Exhibit #6. 57 

Now it takes 30 minutes to exit the theater after a show, which, if you ask me, is 58 

a huge safety improvement. I know this because I like to hang out with the band 59 
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afterwards and it no longer takes a long time to empty the theater. One time 60 

before the renovation, I was standing in line on the main staircase when 61 

someone tripped in the crowd and fell down the stairs. Thankfully, the only injury 62 

was a sprained ankle, but it was a little scary to witness the accident. Since the 63 

addition of the second stairs, I have never seen much of a crowd on the stairs 64 

going in or out of the theater.  65 

7. I knew my best chances of establishing myself as a professional 66 

musician would be in a band. Fortunately, I met Jody Rivers several years ago 67 

and things clicked for a while. Back in the summer of 2017, I was playing a solo 68 

gig at Buddie’s Burgers, a greasy little burger joint here in Ross. The owner, a big 69 

guy from Texas named Buddie Raines, called the event “BuddieFest” and tried to 70 

recruit every musician in Ross to play there. Buddie was not paying for the 71 

performances as he was hoping to entice us all into playing for free burgers. I 72 

figured it would be fun. Plus, I love a good bacon burger. Jody played right before 73 

me and had a stage presence unlike anyone I had seen – confident and over the 74 

top. It turned out that Jody saw something in me, too, because Jody approached 75 

after my set and suggested we form a band. I am not sure what Jody saw in me. 76 

I know I can be quiet at times, but being quiet allows me to get to the deepest 77 

and most meaningful parts of my music. I say I am quiet, others say I am moody. 78 

Either way, Jody understood me and was okay that I was different. It seemed like 79 

Jody figured everything out: the name “Ambition,” a few places where we could 80 

perform, the names of people who could play bass and drums, and lots of other 81 

tiny details that I had not thought of before. Jody suggested right up front for us 82 

to sign a contract spelling out our rights in the music we would create. Jody 83 

explained how we would have equal legal rights in the songs we wrote, which 84 

sounded fair to me. I signed the contract, which is marked as Exhibit #5, back in 85 

the summer of 2017. 86 

8. We continued gigging at Buddie’s with pay for a while until Jody 87 

somehow managed to get us a steady gig at Cola Club over in Ross’s upscale 88 

neighborhood in January 2018. I think the place is a little stuffy and I doubt that 89 

most people there were genuinely interested in us, but it paid the bills and gave 90 
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us opportunities to improve our sound. As it turned out, we were mostly playing 91 

songs I wrote before meeting Jody. For that reason, I figured our agreement did 92 

not apply to my earlier songs, but I was happy to share them at the time. Jody 93 

would say we were performing to standing-room only crowds in the summer of 94 

2018, but it was hardly likely they were coming to only see us. 95 

9. Sometime in Fall 2018, I showed up a couple of hours before one 96 

of our gigs to find an electric keyboard player setting up on stage. I asked Jody 97 

what that was about. Jody happily introduced me to Erin indicating she was going 98 

to “help spice up our sound.”  Erin seemed nice enough, but I absolutely hated 99 

the idea and I was not happy about the addition to my music. Jody and I clicked 100 

at the beginning because we each had folk roots and a synthesizer does not 101 

exactly belong in a folk band. I could not understand why Jody was so adamant 102 

about having a keyboard playing over my guitar. Jody seemed committed to the 103 

idea. I was trying to say my thoughts, but Jody kept telling me not to overreact. 104 

So instead, I gritted my teeth and put up with it. I certainly did not say anything 105 

about “fireworks” in the encounter. It was not long after Erin’s arrival that I started 106 

secretly thinking about going back to a solo career.  107 

10. By Fall 2019, Erin was still playing the electric keyboard and I was 108 

ready to jump Ambition’s ship. Ambition’s show had gone too over-the-top. Erin 109 

was playing as many spaceship-sounding solos as I was playing on my guitar 110 

and the clash of styles was not working for me. I still had not told anybody my 111 

goal of leaving since I was waiting for the right moment. After one of our 112 

performances, Jett Jones was there ready to pounce on me like a cat. Jett was 113 

stalking me asking me about Erin playing the keyboard, which was the last thing I 114 

needed. It was clear that I was annoyed about Erin being in the band. 115 

11. October 7, 2019, fate threw me a curveball. Jody called me and let 116 

me know that Holden B. Sampson’s opening act at his upcoming Corley Theater 117 

performance had canceled and that we were asked to fill in for the opening act. I 118 

had mixed feelings. On one hand, I was ecstatic about Holden B. seeing potential 119 

in us, but on the other hand, I was a little embarrassed at the idea of playing 120 

music that sounded vaguely like synth-pop to such a huge crowd.  121 
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12. In the end, I swallowed my pride and played the show on October 122 

12th at Corley. It went well – considering. After the show, we ended up meeting 123 

in the artists’ lounge with, Jessica Gallagher, who told us she was a record 124 

producer with Bean Records – a  really well-known Indie record label. She 125 

wanted to schedule us to perform a show for her boss. And if that went well, 126 

Bean Records might give us a full-blown record deal. Something seemed a little 127 

off with her pitch. Ms. Gallagher was trying ridiculously hard to sell us on the 128 

idea. At any rate, I was not planning to stick around with Ambition. Still, I was 129 

open to the idea of another show. She suggested our sound needed more 130 

“pizazz.” She wanted our show to include pyro, lights, and digital effects. I was on 131 

the verge of laughing at her when she stopped talking, but before I could say no, 132 

Jody piped up: “You’ve got it. I have been saying we need more pizazz, anyway!” 133 

I was horrified. Especially since about half of our set consisted of songs I had 134 

written before ever meeting Jody. I could not let this happen. I poured my heart 135 

and soul into my songs, which are serious poetic works about love, loss, hard 136 

times, and a number of other topics. Flashy lights and disco balls did not work for 137 

Ambition. I could not let Jody or Ms. Gallagher cheapen my art with a bunch of 138 

special effects. 139 

13. Jody is flat-out lying about what happened next. It is true that we 140 

got into a huge fight once Ms. Gallagher left. What is not true is Jody’s claim 141 

about me giving Jody some sort of threatening ultimatum. Jody told me our 142 

contract entitled Jody to play all of Ambition’s songs, even the ones I wrote 143 

before we met. Obviously, that is not what it says. It is limited to songs we “write 144 

together” as a band and I told Jody as much. “Good luck proving you actually 145 

wrote those songs before we met,” Jody replied with a smirk. At that point, I lost it 146 

and left. I might have said something rude to Jody but, to be honest, I was so 147 

mad I do not remember exactly what I said. However, I do remember I was not 148 

thinking about blowing anything up. Instead, I was thinking about retaining an 149 

intellectual property lawyer to protect my legal rights to the songs I personally 150 

wrote.  151 
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14. I never did end up retaining an intellectual property lawyer. Instead, 152 

I heard on the morning of the “Can You Dig It?” charity concert on October 26, 153 

2019, that Jody and the rest of the band were scheduled to play at 6:00 p.m. I 154 

knew Jody would be there, so I went to Corley Theater during the soundcheck at 155 

5:00 p.m. – an hour before performance time – to talk some sense into Jody 156 

about not using my songs. When I arrived, I tried to enter the theater through the 157 

side stair doors, but the doors were jammed or locked. I ended up entering 158 

through the main stairs. When I got into the theater a few minutes before 5:00 159 

p.m., I was planning to be on stage when Jody came out for the sound check. 160 

Instead, I saw Jody already on stage when I got there with a screwdriver in one 161 

hand and an adjustable wrench in another. I was surprised and not surprised. 162 

First, I was surprised because Jody is not exactly “handy.” Most of the time, Jody 163 

can barely figure out how to lock a guitar case. It looked like Jody was tinkering 164 

with the pyrotechnics. I was not surprised to see Jody tampering with the pyro, 165 

since I knew Jody always wanted shows to be the biggest and most memorable 166 

possible. Jody was constantly trying to make things grander. I stood there on 167 

stage dead in my tracks – watching. Jody seemed shocked to see me standing 168 

right there on stage and jumped a little in surprise. Jody quickly asked why I was 169 

there and reminded me I was no longer in the band. I knew that. I let Jody know I 170 

was embarking on a solo career and asked Jody not to play any of my original 171 

songs. I also let Jody know I might have no choice but to make a legal issue out 172 

of it if Jody played my music. I mentioned that it would not play out well if the 173 

band was on the verge of getting a record contract. I suggested to Jody that it 174 

would be in everybody’s best interests if Ambition simply played songs that were 175 

not mine. Jody laughed in my face: “Remember what I said about you will need 176 

to prove you wrote those songs? Now get out of here. I have a soundcheck to 177 

finish.”  I tried to leave through the side door to the theater, but it was still 178 

jammed. As I was walking out headed to the main doors, I saw Jett Jones. I 179 

warned Jett not to go out the side exit doors since they were locked. The doors 180 

look like the ones pictured in Exhibit #10. I left using the main stairs. I was 181 

disappointed that we had not been able to resolve our differences. I realized I 182 
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had no choice but to retain a lawyer. By the time I was outside of Corley, it was 183 

about 45 minutes, give or take, before Ambition was to perform. At no point 184 

during the time I was at the theater did I ever touch the pyrotechnics, nor did I do 185 

anything to the side exit doors.  186 

15. By 5:30 p.m., I was in an Uber headed to Maddison, a suburb about 187 

30 minutes outside of Ross. While waiting for the Uber out front, I talked to a fan 188 

of Ambition’s. I did not catch the fan’s name. I left as soon as the Uber arrived. I 189 

wanted time to clear my head and go for a walk in Clover Park – a great little 190 

greenspace near downtown Maddison that I have been going to since I was a 191 

kid. I got there right around 6:00 p.m., when I got an alert on my phone about 192 

something bad getting ready to happen at Corley Theater. The post I saw is 193 

marked as Exhibit #7. Almost immediately I had the Uber driver turn around and 194 

head back to the theater. Yes, I was mad at Jody, but Jody and well – most of 195 

the band – were my friends. I wanted to make sure they were okay. When the 196 

Uber pulled back up at Corley at 6:30 p.m., what I saw was crazy. I quickly made 197 

it inside the courtyard surrounding Corley after being dropped off. Medics were 198 

tending to people and concertgoers were pouring into the courtyard. I was 199 

standing there still trying to figure out what was going on when a deputy named 200 

Charlie Ziegler ambushed me and started asking me all kinds of strange 201 

questions. I was asked about being a member of the band, which I made clear 202 

that I was no longer a band member. Then I was asked about my hands, which I 203 

had cut up stringing a guitar a few days prior. I pulled out my cell phone to check 204 

the local news to see what was going on and that is when Deputy Ziegler 205 

grabbed my cell phone out of my hand and told me, “You’re going to fry for this!”  206 

16. Deputy Ziegler is now taking the data on my phone way out of 207 

context. I was searching for terms like “criminal penalties for threats” because I 208 

thought Jody’s threat to use my songs without my permission might have been 209 

illegal. I was searching for terms like “concerts gone wrong” because I was 210 

genuinely worried about what might happen with the pyrotechnics at the show on 211 

October 26th. And, it turns out I was right. And “Home Depot?” That was just 212 

because my sink broke and I needed a couple of new tools in order to fix it. 213 
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Likewise, I deleted my Facebook account when I was about ten minutes out from 214 

returning to Corley Theater on the 26th. Like I said, I was trying to clear my head 215 

and social media is not exactly great for that. I needed a clean break from social 216 

media and that was the only way. I hear that I am being accused of the original 217 

post, marked as Exhibit #7 as Cynical Songwriter. My attorneys showed me a 218 

copy of the Facebook Subscriber Information, marked as Exhibit #9, with my 219 

name on it. I did not set up this account. Anyone could have created an account 220 

with my name on it. 221 

17. I feel awful about what happened at the theater that night – 222 

especially about what happened to Janet Porter. Janet was one of Ambition’s 223 

biggest fans. But the fact is, I had nothing whatsoever to do with it. My guess is 224 

that Jody tinkered with the pyrotechnics, made a mistake, and is now trying to 225 

blame me for Jody’s error, which, of course, had tragic consequences. Given my 226 

arson conviction, I figure I make an easy scapegoat. However, I am confident 227 

that the truth will come out during trial. 228 

 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
 

 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. The material 
facts are true and correct. 
 

 Signed, 

      Cy Miles   

      Cy Miles 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 22/23 South 
Carolina Mock Trial Competition. 
 

C.H. Gallant  

C.H. Gallant, Notary Public 
State of South Carolina 
My Commission Expires: 11/06/30 
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Affidavit of  

Jett Jones  

1 

1. My name is Jett Jones. I am 37 years old. I am a music journalist with 1 

Rock & Ross Today, Ross’s premier music magazine. I have been into music for as 2 

long as I can remember, although I have never been incredibly good at writing or 3 

playing music myself. When I was a kid, I tried almost every instrument out there – 4 

violin, piano, guitar, even the triangle. Unfortunately, my only talent seemed to be in 5 

somehow making each of them sound like a cat getting a bath. Trust me, I grew up with 6 

cats and a cat screaming in agony and terror because they are getting a bath is not a 7 

pleasant sound. Now my kids, on the other hand, are both into playing the piano. They  8 

definitely did not get their talent from me. 9 

2. Although my musical abilities were lacking, I have always loved going to 10 

live shows. And more importantly, when I got to college, I realized that I also loved 11 

reading and writing about music, musicians, and the music industry in general. When I 12 

arrived at Winthrop University as a freshman, I had plans to be a business major, but I 13 

took a couple of creative writing classes on a whim and realized immediately that writing 14 

was my true calling.  15 

3. Anyway, Rock & Ross Today hired me right out of college in 2007, as a 16 

staff writer. In my early years there, I discovered that I did not need to do too much 17 

“creative” writing at all. In light of the personal and professional turmoil they tended to 18 

carry with them, the artists I was covering had enough going on in their lives that there 19 

was plenty of information for an article. And, sometimes there was so much information 20 

I had enough material for several follow-up articles as well. I mean, have you seen Ray, 21 

Walk the Line, or Amy? They are all true stories. In fact, I have been dreaming for years 22 

about writing a screenplay of my own. It would be a biographical depiction of the life of a 23 

talented but troubled musician. The challenge in writing that screenplay has been in 24 

finding the right subject. These days, it is getting harder and harder to find a band or an 25 

artist whose story is dramatic enough for a truly juicy article that stands out, let alone 26 

the big screen. Gone are the days of the Rolling Stones. Now, every band has a 27 
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manager, a public relations person, and about a dozen or so other band employees 28 

whose job is to keep the artists “in line.” If you ask me, it is all getting so boring. 29 

4. Or, at least, things were getting boring until Ambition entered Ross’s 30 

music scene. I first encountered them in 2018, at the Cola Club, and they were a breath 31 

of fresh air – musically and as potential subjects for a story. At the time, Jody Rivers 32 

and Cy Miles were the core of the band and they complemented each other perfectly. I 33 

would describe Jody as a loud, flashy, larger-than-life, in-your-face kind of bandleader. 34 

Jody is not always perfectly honest with the crowds, but I think this is why people seem 35 

to like Jody’s performances. One time, for example, Jody told a crowd at the Cola Club 36 

about having an “original” song to play and then launched into a not-so-cleverly 37 

plagiarized solo version of Fleetwood Mac’s “Landslide.” I have seen Jody do stuff like 38 

that several times. Nobody ever really seems to mind, though, and to be honest, the 39 

performances, plagiarized though they are, are usually really fun to watch. Cy, on the 40 

other hand, is a quiet, brooding, perpetually tormented musical genius. Although Cy 41 

does not have the same energy as Jody on the stage, Cy presence is felt musically and 42 

Cy’s guitar work along with songwriting is inspirational. I could always watch Cy perform 43 

and know that Cy truly felt the music internally. 44 

5. Cy has always been willing to talk to me for my stories. The second or 45 

third time I saw Ambition play, I approached Cy after a show in 2018 and asked for an 46 

interview for my first full-length article about the band. Cy agreed, and the interview was 47 

extremely helpful. The interview was well received by my bosses, and was a great piece 48 

in the following month’s issue. I think our circulation picked up as a result of that article. 49 

Though Cy and I had talked many times previously, the good publicity for Cy, and the 50 

additional name recognition I received kind of cemented our friendship. After that point I 51 

thought of Cy much more as a friend than just an artist I was covering for Rock & Ross 52 

Today. 53 

6. Cy and I stayed connected as Ambition became increasingly popular and 54 

it really helped the both of us. Cy gave me plenty to write about and, in return, I gave Cy 55 

and the band as much free publicity as I could. During that time, Cy and I 56 

communicated primarily via Facebook, both in private messages and on each other’s 57 

public “walls.” A couple of times each month, Cy would write a public post on Cy’s wall 58 
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and “tag” me in it. By being tagged in the post, it would give me the option to republish 59 

Cy’s post on my own wall, which I always did. As soon as I saw a message from Cy, I 60 

would hit the “repost” button reflexively as soon as I read it. I figured I was doing Cy a 61 

huge favor because, then as now, my Facebook page had a little over seven thousand 62 

followers consisting mostly of Ross residents. So each of my posts was like screaming it 63 

out on a digital megaphone to the entire Ross County. Also, I know Cy was seeing my 64 

reposts because Cy would always “like” each one within a minute or two after it 65 

appeared on my wall. 66 

7. Like everybody else who was following Ambition, I started to sense some 67 

tension between Jody and Cy around Fall 2018. The source of the tension was obvious. 68 

The band added an electric keyboard player around that time and Cy did not seem 69 

pleased with the addition. At their shows, whenever it was time for a keyboard solo, 70 

Cy’s eyes would roll back and Cy had a look of disgust. After one of those shows, I 71 

caught Cy coming offstage and asked about the addition of the keyboard player, Erin. 72 

“It’s temporary,” Cy said sharply. Like any good journalist, I asked a follow-up question: 73 

“Do you think your songs sound better without it?” Cy seemed to snap at that. “You had 74 

better believe they do,” replied Cy. “I wrote the songs we play. Those songs belong to 75 

me.” Cy then left. Normally, I would have immediately published that sort of comment in 76 

a story, but since I had not established that Cy was on-record, I decided to bury it. Jody 77 

and Cy were headed for an interpersonal blow-up. I figured I was sure to have 78 

something else to write about soon enough. Was I ever right! 79 

8. On October 12, 2019, I was at Corley Theater where Ambition was the 80 

opening act for Holden B. Sampson. The show was great, and, as usual, Cy was 81 

looking perturbed each time the electric keyboard player performed a solo. After the 82 

show, though, I saw Cy and Jody walking toward the artists’ lounge with a woman who 83 

looked a lot to me like the record producer, Jessica Gallagher. I followed my hunch and 84 

camped out by the lounge door. After a few minutes, Ms. Gallagher left the room and 85 

Jody and Cy were, I assumed, in there alone. A few seconds later, I heard Jody and Cy 86 

shouting at each other, but I could not make out what they were saying. After a minute 87 

or two of shouting, Cy flung open the door. “The contract is irrelevant,” Cy shouted back 88 

at Jody and said something like, “I am not going to let you destroy the songs that I 89 
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poured my heart into!” I tried to get a comment from Cy as Cy was leaving, but Cy 90 

ignored me and walked away.  91 

9. Afterwards, I learned that Ambition had been slotted to play at the “Can 92 

You Dig It?” concert at the historic Corley Theater in Ross on October 26, 2019. I 93 

figured it was the work of the record producer, but I was still trying to get the scoop. 94 

Normally, I would have talked to Cy, but Cy had gone completely silent and was 95 

refusing to return any of my Facebook messages. Being ghosted by Cy was unusual. 96 

Normally, we would check in with each at least a couple times a month. So when I did 97 

not hear back from Cy, I knew something was up. I wanted to figure out what was going 98 

on, so I decided to sneak into Ambition’s soundcheck before the show and trying to 99 

corner Jody for a quick interview. Afterall, I was very familiar with Corley Theater’s floor 100 

plan, which is marked as Exhibit #6. And, I say “sneaking” kiddingly. I have a media 101 

pass and can get in at any of these places. I just meant that the Ambition band did not 102 

know I was coming for a quick interview. 103 

10. I went into the theater on October 26, 2019, around 5:00 p.m. which was 104 

one hour before the show started at 6:00 p.m. I used the main stairs to the second floor. 105 

I saw Jody on the stage next to the drums. I do not know what Jody was doing there, 106 

but based on all my experience covering bands, I believe Jody was adjusting the pyro 107 

box. Believe me, I have been to enough concerts to know what the pyro boxes look like. 108 

I started to say something to Jody, but then saw Cy at the other side of the stage on the 109 

side closest to the side exit doors. Cy and Jody then argued loudly back and forth about 110 

who was in the band and whether or not the songs belonged to Cy. Jody stormed off 111 

stage, and Cy saw me while heading out. I asked Cy if there was any comment for my 112 

reporting on what I witnessed. Cy muttered, “Sorry, gotta go.” I stood there, 113 

dumbfounded and frustrated at the same time, as Cy yelled one more thing back to me: 114 

“And use the main stairs when you leave, the doors to the side stairs seem to be 115 

jammed.” I knew exactly which doors Cy was talking about – the side doors pictured in 116 

what is marked as Exhibit #10.  117 

11. Before Ambition was about to hit the stage at 6:00 p.m., I was walking 118 

around for a better view in the crowd, which sounds crazy when I am six feet tall – but 119 

still. During that time, I felt my phone buzzing in my pocket about five minutes before the 120 



Defense – Jett Jones 

Music Journalist 

 

- 55 - 
 

 

show was to start and the lights were to be dimmed. I pulled my cell phone out and saw 121 

a notification from Facebook. When I clicked on Facebook, I saw a Facebook account 122 

called “Cynical Songwriter” tagged me in a post. I was shocked to see what looked to 123 

me like a threat to blow up the Corley Theater. Right away, I knew two things: I had to 124 

warn everybody in the theater about the threat, and I had a potentially explosive scoop 125 

on my hands. I even showed the post to Stevie Raven who was distracting me about 126 

something. Stevie was shocked by the message I received. I immediately reposted the 127 

post to my own page at 5:56 p.m. with a warning to concertgoers. An image of the post 128 

and repost is shown in Exhibit #7. I then started making my way toward the closest exit 129 

doors, which were the side exit doors. 130 

12. I will never forget what happened next. I noticed a group of concertgoers 131 

looking nervously at their phones and shouting to each other over the music that started 132 

promptly at 6:00 p.m. As I focused on what was being said, I could hear what they were 133 

saying: “Someone’s going to burn down the theater!” Next thing I knew – exactly two 134 

minutes into Ambition’s first song – I heard a huge bang and saw a flash of fire and light 135 

coming from the stage, and then, well… there was pandemonium. The music stopped 136 

and I saw Jody rushing offstage. I thought a bomb was going to go off per “Cynical 137 

Songwriter’s” post, but there was no fire on the stage. The pyro seemed louder than 138 

usual. About half of the concertgoers seemed like they were headed for the side stairs, 139 

and the other half were headed for the main stairs. When I got to the side exit doors to 140 

the exterior stairs, I found, just like Cy said earlier, that the side exit doors were 141 

jammed. Finley Fusco, the venue manager, was right there and could not get the side 142 

exit doors to open either. Finley was frantically redirecting everyone to the main stairs in 143 

the rear of the theater. I went with the flow towards the main stairs. 144 

13. Everybody was on top of each other, and I saw at least a half-dozen 145 

people fall down during the rush. I am lucky I got out of the theater without getting hurt. 146 

It was almost 6:45 p.m. when I made it out of the theater. I was no sooner out and safe, 147 

when a deputy named Charlie Ziegler practically started asking me questions. I was so 148 

amped up from what had just happened that I do not really remember what we talked 149 

about. My phone kept distracting me because it was going off with so many people 150 

having read my post. I told Deputy Ziegler about the post I received and how I showed it 151 



Defense – Jett Jones 

Music Journalist 

 

- 56 - 
 

 

to Stevie Raven before I reposted it. I did not know who Cynical Songwriter was. Deputy 152 

Ziegler went on to interview other people – and probably Stevie too.  153 

14. I do not believe that “Cynical Songwriter” was Cy. Cy and I had been 154 

friends for too long to believe any of this was possible. Still, there might be a silver lining 155 

for me: the more I think about it, the more I am liking the idea of a screenplay about 156 

Cy’s dazzling musical rise and crushing, premature fall. Everybody loves a crime story, 157 

right? Who knows – maybe it will win me an Academy Award. 158 

 
 

WITNESS ADDENDUM 
 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. The material facts 
are true and correct. 
 

     Signed, 

      Jett Jones   

      Jett Jones 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 22/23 South Carolina Mock 
Trial Competition. 
 

Miriam Hall  

Miriam Hall, Notary Public 
State of South Carolina 
My Commission Expires: 04/01/26 
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Affidavit of  

Stevie Raven                             

 
1. My name is Stevie Raven. I am 27 years old. I was born and raised 1 

in Cola County with my mom, dad, and older sister. We are ten years apart in 2 

age with me – the youngest. Growing up, all I wanted to do was everything my 3 

older sister did. The age difference did not matter to her. She took me under her 4 

wing and I was going to concerts with the big kids long before my school friends 5 

knew what a concert was. Her friends would let me hang out with them after 6 

school and listen to their small bands playing in garages and I loved everything 7 

about it. I was like their little mascot. They took me everywhere. College was not 8 

for me. I was ready to put my stamp on the world immediately and get started 9 

with life. My mom worked in human resources at the Cola Union Bank and put a 10 

good word in for me to get a job there when I graduated high school. Over the 11 

years, I worked my way up from teller to the branch marketing manager, which is 12 

my nine-to-five day job. My next goal is to be district marketing manager for the 13 

bank. Working at the bank was not what I imagined myself doing, but the bank 14 

has been exceptionally good to me and I plan to work there for a long time like 15 

my mom did before she retired after thirty two years with Cola Union Bank two 16 

years ago. 17 

2. When I am not at work, life is all about music for me. I like a pretty 18 

broad range of music with everything from jazz to electronica to hip-hop – and 19 

especially Texas-style blues-rock. My thing is to see live music shows and since I 20 

am single with no one to tie me down, I can go out whenever and wherever I 21 

want – after work hours that is. I live out in Cola County and although it is a 22 

gorgeous place to live and work, it is not exactly a bustling metropolis. That 23 

means my favorite bands tend not to come through Cola when they are on tour, 24 

but that is okay. Whenever I want to see live music, I drive over to Ross County 25 

to be in the vibrant music scene. 26 

3. One of my favorite places to see live music in Ross is at Corley 27 

Theater, which is right downtown. Corley Theater never disappoints. Like I said, I 28 

have been going to shows since I was a child with my sister and I absolutely love 29 
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going to Corley Theater. The floor plan is marked as Exhibit #6. It is one of those 30 

beautiful old theaters from the 1920s. From the moment you walk in the front  31 

door, you know you are in a historic building with the tall white wood columns 32 

with so much detail in the carpentry and the arched windows. They definitely do 33 

not make theaters like that anymore. Everything from the tilework on the ceiling 34 

and the old-timey murals on the walls to the creaky floors, the front staircase, and 35 

the fact that the theater itself is on the second floor of the building screams “old-36 

fashioned.” The first floor has a gathering place in the middle and off to the sides 37 

are the beverage station, the ticket window for on-site sales, the restrooms, and 38 

a meet and greet place after the concert with the performers. A lot of people did 39 

not like that we stood for most of the concerts with no seating. I did not mind that 40 

at all. The open space allowed for movement around the room and a little 41 

dancing if it was not too crowded. The only thing I never liked about Corley 42 

Theater was the single set of stairs because it can get a little annoying when 43 

ready to leave. In particular, up until 2015, it used to take at least an hour for the 44 

theater to empty out after a show, mostly because there was only one staircase. 45 

And, of course, if there was a sold out house it would take much longer to empty 46 

out. Fortunately, the owners of the theater seemed to realize that having only one 47 

set of stairs for the theater was a safety concern, so they added side exit doors 48 

and stairs to the second floor on the exterior of the building. A picture of the side 49 

double doors with a push bar is marked as Exhibit #10. And, Exhibit #6 50 

accurately depicts the layout of the theater, although it is not necessarily to scale. 51 

Now with the additional exit doors and stairs it only takes half that time for 52 

everyone to exit. 53 

4. I was at Corley Theater on October 26, 2019, for the “Can You Dig 54 

It?” charity concert, which I attend every year. The city closes down the area 55 

surrounding the theater for the event, which is an all-day block party in the 56 

courtyard and side streets. Local food trucks line the curbs on each side of the 57 

street, so people are coming in and out of the theater all day for snacks and 58 

mingling in between shows. My favorite food truck is always Finley’s Fresh Fish; 59 
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they make fish and chips with local fresh-caught fish. That day, I went in and out 60 

of the theater several times. I saw the 10:00 a.m. show with the Marlies, again at 61 

2:00 p.m. for the Septemberists. And, Ambition was to perform at 6:00 p.m. Like 62 

the previous shows, I used the older main staircase each time. The staircase did 63 

not seem to have much foot traffic on it at all. Given the vast number of people 64 

there that day, I would have thought someone would have said something if the 65 

side staircase was not accessible. Since I never used the side stairs, I cannot 66 

say one way or the other whether it was accessible or not that day. 67 

5. I was heading back into Corley about 5:15 p.m. after fish and chips 68 

and that is when I saw Cy Miles hanging out outside the main entrance of the 69 

theater. I immediately recognized Cy. I am a huge Ambition fan, and I had been 70 

to several of their shows in the past and decided to ask for an autograph. Cy was 71 

typing something into the cell phone at the time. When I got close enough to say 72 

hello, Cy quickly put the phone away in a pants pocket. I nervously said hello 73 

saying how I was a big fan of Ambition and how much I was looking forward to 74 

the show. I then asked Cy for an autograph. I was shocked to see how 75 

unreceptive Cy initially was to me. Cy seemed to grimace, asked for my name 76 

and indicated that an Uber had just been confirmed, so this would have to be 77 

quick.  78 

6. Cy tried to be a little nicer – maybe after Cy saw my disappointment 79 

– and said it was always nice to meet a fan. I was so thrilled to meet Cy and 80 

happier to find out that Cy turned out to be a nice person after we got chatting. 81 

Cy and I chatted for a few minutes about our guitar collections, since I am an 82 

amateur guitar player myself. And just like that, Cy’s black Uber XL pulled up and 83 

the conversation was over. It quickly dawned on me that Cy was going to be 84 

performing soon, so I asked Cy about why leaving and where Cy was going since 85 

Ambition was to be on stage at 6:00 p.m. and it was already 5:30 p.m. Cy 86 

mentioned something about having a quick meeting with a record producer in 87 

Maddison, which is a suburb about 30 minutes outside of town. Cy said, “Don’t 88 

tell anyone, but I may be embarking on a solo career and that means you will be 89 
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my first fan.” Needless to say, I watched as Cy rode away in the Uber. I could not 90 

believe I was going to be Cy’s first solo fan. I know it was 5:30 p.m. when Cy’s  91 

Uber pulled away. This is because when Cy mentioned going out to Maddison – 92 

30 minutes away – I knew Cy would not be back in time for Ambition to be on 93 

stage at 6:00 p.m.  94 

7. Later, right before Ambition was supposed to hit the stage, I was 95 

moving in the standing room only crowd for a better place to stand when I 96 

spotted Jett Jones, the music journalist. Jett was easy to spot in a crowd since 97 

Jett is easily six feet tall. Jett and I have a bit of a complicated past. A couple of 98 

years ago, I had the crazy idea to leave the world of bank marketing and become 99 

a music journalist. There is nobody more well-known in that business than Jett, 100 

so I emailed Jett a copy of my resume and a few writing samples about my 101 

favorite bands. I waited a few days without any response from Jett, so I sent 102 

another email to follow-up on my initial email. This time, Jett replied, and, I have 103 

to say, Jett was direct and to the point: “Look, kid, I glanced at your writing, and 104 

let us just say you have got some work to do. I would suggest to not quit your day 105 

job.” My feelings were pretty hurt. I know the music business is a cutthroat 106 

industry, but I still felt like Jett had crushed a possible dream. As far as I am 107 

concerned, it is water under the bridge now. I am perfectly happy just being a 108 

music fan by night and killing it in the banking business during the day. Anyway, 109 

it took me a bit to get closer to Jett since the theater was especially crowded, and 110 

I had to go around a huge circle of fans refusing to budge or let me through. By 111 

the time I got closer to Jett the house lights were dimming. I could see that Jett 112 

was on Facebook. 113 

8. I “accidentally” bumped into Jett while Jett was texting something 114 

on Facebook, and boy did it rattle Jett. I knew Jett was on Facebook because I 115 

recognized the blue-and-white layout on the phone screen, but I could not see 116 

what Jett was texting. I immediately introduced myself to Jett. Jett startled when I 117 

disrupted the texting, but quickly regained composure. When I introduced myself 118 

as the aspiring music journalist that had previously emailed Jett, Jett cut me off 119 
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and said, “Hey, kid, look at this.” Jett showed me Jett’s phone screen, where I 120 

saw the Facebook post as shown in Exhibit #7. My first reaction was pure shock. 121 

I quickly looked at the time and Jett’s cell phone said 5:55 p.m. Jett said calmly.  122 

“This is a huge story. Someone is making a bomb threat.” When I read the post 123 

again, it clicked: this was a really dangerous situation. I began making my way 124 

toward the main staircase the same time I heard Ambition starting the first song. 125 

As I was headed out, I was trying to tell as many people around me as I could 126 

that there was a bomb in the theater. I did not see what Jett did after that, but I 127 

assumed Jett was moving toward the main stairs alerting people as well. Before I 128 

could get to the main stairs, chaos seemed to break loose as more and more 129 

people were pushing towards the exits. Behind me, I heard what sounded like a 130 

loud bang, and that made things worse. It was the most terrifying moment of my 131 

life. I was physically in a crowded crush of people trying to get down the stairs. I 132 

had heard of crowd crushing at concerts before, but I had never seen or been in 133 

one. I am lucky I made it out alive and uninjured. Once outside, Deputy Ziegler 134 

asked me some questions about the evening. I told what I knew about the text 135 

Jett Jones showed me and that it was getting reposted to get as many people out 136 

of Corley as possible.  137 

9. When I heard about Cy being accused of making the post as 138 

“Cynical Songwriter” in Exhibit #7, I could not believe it to be true. It is common 139 

knowledge that Cy is the songwriting genius behind Ambition. So if Cy wanted to 140 

have a solo career, Cy would have no trouble doing so. Plus, as far as I could 141 

tell, Cy was not even there. I never saw Cy again after Cy left in the Uber before 142 

Ambition went on stage. I hope Cy can clear this whole thing up, because if Cy 143 

goes to jail, the world is going to be deprived of a true musical prodigy that sings 144 

the blues away like Johnny Cash. 145 

 
[See signed witness addendum on next page.] 
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WITNESS ADDENDUM 
 
I have reviewed this statement, and I have nothing of significance to add at this time. The material 
facts are true and correct. 

     Signed, 

      Stevie Raven   
      Stevie Raven 

 

SIGNED AND SWORN to me before 8:00 a.m. on the day of this round of the 22/23 South 
Carolina Mock Trial Competition. 
 

Nathaniel Lee  
Nathaniel Lee, Notary Public 
State of South Carolina 
My Commission Expires: 07/23/28 
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EXHIBITS AVAILABLE TO BOTH PARTIES 
 

 
The parties have stipulated to the authenticity of the trial exhibits listed below. The Court will, 
therefore, not entertain objections to authenticity of these trial exhibits. The parties have 
reserved any objections to the admissibility of any of these exhibits until the trial of the above-
captioned matter. The trial exhibits may be introduced by either party, subject to the Rules of 
Evidence and the stipulations of the parties contained in the materials. 
 
 

EXHIBIT # EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION 

1 911 Report, October 26, 2019 

2 Incident Report 

3 Supplemental Incident Report 

4 Coroner’s Report on Janet Porter 

5 Agreement Between Cy Miles and Jody Rivers 

6 Corley Theater Floorplan 

7 Social Media Post 

8 ForensicMagician Report 

9 Facebook Subscriber Information 

10 Picture – Double Doors with Push Bar 

11 Picture - Guitar String Found in Lock 

12 Fire Marshal Ticket 

13 Building Inspection Report 
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Exhibit #1: 911 Report, October 26, 2019 
 

911 Detail Report 

Incident Number:  283SCFD10262019 Incident Date/Time:  10/26/2019  
Incident Address:  108 Cricket Hill, Ross, South Carolina 29133 Incident Time: 18:03:15 
Incident Status:  Closed Cell/Caller Confirmed: Finley Fusco 

Unit Time Call Content 

Dis.8 18:03:15 Incoming Call Dispatcher 8 – Ross County 911. Is your emergency police, fire, or medical? 

Caller 18:03:18 

My name is Finley Fusco. I’m the venue manager for Corley Theater. I know emergency 

management is stationed outside, but people are exiting in the masses. One of the exit doors 

won’t open.  

Dis.8 18:03:30 Are you in any danger? 

Caller 18:03:35 

Someone is going to be. They are wanting out and fast. We have a ton of people in here. The 

pyro just went off not as planned. There is no fire, but someone is going to get hurt. It is getting 

crazy in here. 

Dis.8 18:04:02 I understand and I am going to notify emergency management on scene. 

Caller 18:04:15 I will stay right here on my cell if you need me. 

Dis.8 18:04:28 Emergency Management (EM). Dispatch8. 

EM 18:04:33 Dispatch8. EM. Go ahead. 

Dis.8 18:04:42 
EM. The venue manager at Corley Theater is noting a mass exodus of attendees. Also note 
pyrotechnics have gone off not as planned. One set of doors won’t open. No fire noted. 

EM 18:05:20 

Dispatch8. EM Confirms. We are witnessing mass exodus now. We have responders on the 

scene. With only one exit door working, we’ll address attendees. Can the venue manager direct 

them safely to the nearest exit? 

Dis.8 18:05:38 Finley, are you still on the line with me? 

Caller 18:05:57 Yes. I am here. 

Dis.8 18:06:10 EM is assisting with the mass exodus of attendees. Can you direct attendees to the nearest exit?  

Caller 18:06:38 
That is what I am doing. It’s going to take awhile to get everyone out with just one exit and this 

many people.  

Dis.8 18:07:03 
EM. Dispatch 8 notes the venue manager is directing attendees to the one exit. Exiting will take a 
while given number in attendance.  

EM 18:07:43 EM copies. Go ahead and show EMS3 loading a patient needing medical attention ASAP.  

Dis.8 18:08:30 Dispatch8. Good copy.  

EM 18:09:57 Dispatch8. Go ahead and send multiple ambulance units for additional personnel. We have 

multiple victims on scene needing treatment. Do an alarm for additional police units on scene as 

well. Make this a second alarm. 

Dis.8 18:10:18 EM. Dispatch8 copies request.  

Dis.8 18:10:52 Dispatch8. Second Dispatch. Any additional EMS or RCSD units please respond to Corley 

Theater for additional assistance. 

EMS3 18:40:21 Dispatch8. EMS3. EMS3 en route to Ross County General Hospital. 

EM 20:52:16 Scene is under control. We show one victim transported to hospital. All others treated on scene 

and released. Clearing Incident #283SCFD10262019. 

Dis.8 20:53:23 EM. Good copy. Incident #283SCFD10262019 closed. 
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Exhibit 2: Incident Report 
 

ROSS COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
107 Courthouse Square, Ross, South Carolina 29133   (803) 555-1234 

 

INCIDENT REPORT 

PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION 

E
V

E
N

T
 

INCIDENT TYPE COMPLETED 
FORCED ENTRY PREMISE 

TYPE 

UNITS 
On Scene TYPE VICTIM 

 Individual 
 Business 
 Government 
 Other 

Large Venue Disturbance YES  NO YES  NO Theater 9 

 
YES  NO YES  NO   

INCIDENT LOCATION (SUBDIVISION, APARTMENT AND NUMBER, STREET NAME AND NUMBER) Case # 

Corley Theater, 108 Cricket Hill, Ross, SC 29133 190912 

INCIDENT DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK TO DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK 

10/26/2019 18:03 
 10/26/2019 20:52 

COMPLAINTANT’S NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT DAYTIME PHONE EVENING PHONE 

Fusco, Finley None 803-867-5309 803-867-5309 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

709 North Main Street Ross SC 29133 

S
U

B
JE

C
T

 N
O

.1
 

NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) AKA 

  

FACIAL HAIR, SCARS, TATOOS, GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICAL PECULARITIES, ETC. 

 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

    

SUBJECT (NO.1) USING:  ARRESTED NEAR OFFENSE SCENE DATE / TIME OF OFFENSE DATE / TIME OF ARREST 

ALCOLAL  YES   NO   UNKNOWN 
DRUGS  YES   NO  UNKNOWN 

YES   NO   

N
A

R
R

A
T

IV
E

 

Overview 

Emergency Management (EM) was on scene and secured event of 500+ pp at Corley Theater and 

surrounding area for 10/26/2019. EM was notified via venue manager, Finley Fusco, from inside 

bldg. via 911 call at18:03 hours of a mass exodus of concertgoers and only 1 of 2 exits working. Since  

close to function, traversed via foot to offer assistance with second alarm. Once on scene, observed 

large numbers of people exiting in a panicked manner. Overheard comments about a bomb in the 

building and concertgoers reported a bomb had gone off. According to 911 caller, no fire was noted  - 

pyro had gone off not as planned. Saw paramedics rushing an injured woman to ambulance during 

interviews. EM and EMS were tending to needs of concertgoers. Per Sergeant around 18:30 hours, 

I began interviewing before it was too late to get accurate information.     (See Supplemental Report.) 

P
ro

p
e

rt
y
 

E
S

T
IM

A
T

E
 

TYPE (GROUP)    TOTAL VALUE 

STOLEN     

DAMAGED     

BURNED     

RECOVERED     

SEIZED     

A
D

M
IN

IS
T

R
A

T
IV

E
 

SUBJECT IDENTIFIED 
 YES        NO 

SUBJECT LOCATED 

no 

 ACTIVE            ADM. CLOSED 
 UNFOUNDED 

 ARRESTED UNDER 18 
 ARRESTED 18 AND OVER 

 EX-CLEAR UNDER 18 
 EX-CLEAR 18 AND OVER 

REASON FOR EXCEPTIONAL CLEARANCE:  1.   OFFENDER DEATH.                     2.   NO PROSECUTION                     3.  EXTRACTION DENIED      
                           4.  VICTIM DECLINES OPERATION             5.  JUVENILE NO CUSTODY 

REPORTING DEPUTY DATE 24 HOUR 
CLOCK 

APPROVING DEPUTY DATE UNIT NUMBER 

Deputy Ziegler 10/26/19 21:45 Sheriff Perry 10/26/19 469 

FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION REQUIRED 
 YES        NO 

✓ ✓ 

AGENCY ID 

SC04600 

✓ 

✓ 
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Exhibit 3: Supplemental Incident Report (Page 1 of 4) 
 

ROSS COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
107 Courthouse Square, Ross, South Carolina 29133   (803) 555-1234 

 

INCIDENT REPORT 

PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION 

E
V

E
N

T
 

INCIDENT TYPE COMPLETED 
FORCED ENTRY PREMISE 

TYPE 

UNITS 
On Scene TYPE VICTIM 

 Individual 
 Business 
 Government 
 Other 

Large Venue Disturbance YES  NO YES  NO Theater 9 

 
YES  NO YES  NO   

INCIDENT LOCATION (SUBDIVISION, APARTMENT AND NUMBER, STREET NAME AND NUMBER) Case # 

Corley Theater, 108 Cricket Hill, Ross, SC 29133 190912 

INCIDENT DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK TO DATE 24 HOUR CLOCK 

10/26/2019 18:03 
 10/26/2019 20:52 

COMPLAINTANT’S NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) RELATIONSHIP TO SUBJECT DAYTIME PHONE EVENING PHONE 

Fusco, Finley None 803-867-5309 803-867-5309 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

709 North Main Street Ross SC 29133 

S
U

B
JE

C
T

 N
O

.1
 

NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) AKA 

Miles, CY   N/A 

FACIAL HAIR, SCARS, TATOOS, GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICAL PECULARITIES, ETC. 

None 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

142 Highway 522 Unit 1 Ross SC 29133 

SUBJECT (NO.1) USING:  ARRESTED NEAR OFFENSE SCENE DATE / TIME OF OFFENSE DATE / TIME OF ARREST 

ALCOLAL  YES   NO   UNKNOWN 
DRUGS  YES   NO  UNKNOWN 

YES   NO 10/26/2019 10/30/2019 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE  Page __1__  of__4__   

On Scene Interview – Jett Jones 

Jett Jones, journalist for Rock & Ross magazine, agitated but not fearful. Very distracted with smart phone, 

interested in how many likes a post received. Post was shown to me and submitted as exhibit. Jones received a 

post from someone identified as  “Cynical Songwriter.” Jones reposted it as a warning and was still obsessed 

with monitoring “the story’s” activity. Jones showed post to concertgoer, Stevie Raven. Jones identified Cy 

Miles, one of the individuals on scene, was a member of the Ambition band. Nothing suspicious from this 

interviewee. I did not request Jones’s cell phone since Jones was an accredited member of the media and 

getting a warrant for Jones’s device would have been extremely difficult.  

On Scene Interview – Cy Miles 

Cy Miles was a member of the Ambition at Corley Theater tonight, appeared covered in sweat and very 

preoccupied. Miles made clear of being a former member of the band. Miles had not ran out of theater, but 

instead was standing outside waiting for friends. Observed Miles’s fingers as a little cut up. When asked, 

Miles said recent cuts were from restringing a guitar. No injuries sustained on site. During interview, Miles 

abruptly grabs cell phone from pants pocket and frantically accessed it. Appearing to attempt to delete 

information under exigent circumstances, I immediately ceased the phone for safekeeping as possible probable 

cause based on prior interview with Jones. We struggled over phone. Phone was on “settings” screen – not 

sure if that happened during struggle. I retrieved a Faraday bag from the office while an officer detained Miles 

until my return. The Faraday bag was retrieved to secure the phone until a search warrant was obtained. 

✓ ✓ 

AGENCY ID 

SC04600 

✓ 
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Exhibit 3: Supplemental Incident Report (Page 2 of 4) 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE  Page __2__  of__4__   

On Scene Interview – Stevie Raven 

Stevie Raven, a concertgoer, was open to an interview. Raven confirmed seeing post shown by Jones. Raven 

indicated being a big Ambition fan. Raven saw Miles outside of Corley Theater typing into cell phone at 

17:15 hours. Miles quickly put phone away when interrupted by Raven, Miles reluctantly gave autograph and 

was unreceptive indicating in a hurry because an uber had been called. Miles loosened up and began chatting 

re: guitar collections since both into guitars. Convo was interrupted with arrival of black Uber XL. Raven was 

confused because concert to start at 18:00 hours and it was 17:30 hours at the time and asked as to why 

Miles was leaving if performing in 30 minutes. Miles mentioned seeing a record producer in Maddison, 30 

minutes away indicating embarking on a solo career. Raven knew that meant Miles would not be back in time to 

perform. Inside theater, Raven spotted Jett Jones. Raven indicated a negative experience with Jones in the 

past with an article submission. Raven saw Jones inside theater before show to start and met up with Jones 

about time the house lights were dimming. Raven saw Jones typing on Facebook, but not what was being 

typed. Jones showed Raven the post submitted as exhibit. Jones told Raven calmly, “This is a huge story. 

Someone is making a bomb threat.” Jones reposted to get as many people out of Corley as possible. Raven 

thought it was a dangerous situation and made way toward main staircase same time as Ambition started 

playing first song. Raven notified people as exiting about bomb threat. Assumed Jones was doing the same. 

Chaos broke loose and people ran toward exits and then a loud bang occurred making the running worse as 

everyone was attempting to exit while screaming and pushing. 

On Scene Interview – Finley Fusco 

Finley Fusco, Venue Manager for Corley Theater. Fusco indicated being in the room when initial panic 

started and when the blast occurred. Fusco said initial panic occurred as lights were being dimmed (17:55 

hours) and the blast went off two minutes into the first song, which would have been at 18:02 hours. Fusco 

tried to help concertgoers exit through side doors during the initial panic, but doors would not work even with 

Fusco’s attempts to open doors, and directed them to the main stairs. Fusco did not understand why doors 

were not operable since Fusco and maintenance checked all doors were in working order prior to soundcheck 

at 17:00 hours. After the blast on stage at 18:02 hours, Fusco initiated the 911 call at 18:03 hours and 

confirmed there was no fire present and that emergency management was already on scene as they were 

secured for the event. Fusco witnessed crowd crushing as people were pushing toward the main stairs. Fusco 

witnessed the lead singer, Jody Rivers, jumping off stage and helping people. Fusco did not understand how 

panic started prior to pyro going off incorrectly. Fusco was confident the blast from the pyro made the crowd 

panic more than before and inoperable side doors contributed to the panic. Fusco indicated a suspicion that 

the pyrotechnics may have been tampered with since this has never happened prior. Fusco had worked with 

pyrotechnician, Whit Axel, numerous times and pyro was set to go no higher than 10.5 feet with the ceilings at 

16.5 feet high and was to be a standard show of pyro. Made note for Fire Marshal to know about locked 

doors during the event to issue a ticket violation, which is an exhibit.  Fusco did not know if this had any 

relation, but indicated witnessing from back stage an argument at the time  
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Exhibit 3: Supplemental Incident Report (Page 3 of 3) 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE  Page __3__  of__4__   

On Scene Interview – Finley Fusco (continued) 

around soundcheck (after 17:00 hours) between lead singer, Jody Rivers and Cy Miles on the stage. Fusco 

heard Miles making threats to Jody, about owning songs and a signed contract preventing Rivers from 

performing those songs.   

On Scene Notes -  

Overheard two individuals later identified as Jody Rivers and Whit Axel having an abrupt conversation about 

the pyro at the concert. Ended interview with Fusco and indicated there may be a follow-up. I then introduced 

myself to Rivers and Axel. 

On Scene Interview – Jody Rivers and Whit Axel 

Jody Rivers, lead singer with Ambition. Whit Axel, hired pyrotechnician. Pulled Axel aside to discuss the 

events that occurred. Rivers was not currently needed for interview. Axel indicated being very familiar with 

Corley Theater and pyro expectations. Axel had chemical fire canisters for device extinguishing,  the fail-safe 

piping and chemicals acting like a kill switch for the pyrotechnic devices, and detonation boxes – a large heavy 

metal lined box to place malfunctioning devices in to prevent external detonation. Axel also had smothering 

blankets and fire extinguishers on site. Corley Theater is 16.5 feet high with pyro set no higher than 10.5 feet 

high. Two devices were set up with an identical load of five spark shows, and 4 timed concussive events known 

as big bangs, placed at far left and far right of stage, 48-inches off of wall. Axel arrived at 16:00 hours to set 

up with show time at 18:00 hours. Stage was complete with pyro at 17:00 hours. Axel left via side exit doors, 

moved work van and got food at food truck. While at food truck at 17:15 hours is when noticed Miles coming 

out of the main stairs. Axel surprised to see Miles, since Fusco indicated to Axel that Miles left the band and 

was outraged about the addition of pyro. Axel returned to stage at 17:45 hours, walked stage one more time 

and settled in. Does not recall rechecking wires at pyrotechnic boxes. Axel commented on the obvious - 

attendees were everywhere – courtyard, food trucks, down stairs and upstairs for concert. Axel noted seeing 

Fusco stage left at 17:55 hours as well as Jones in crowd. Axel noted Rivers on stage at exactly 18:00 hours 

with little response from audience due to checking cell phones and screens being shown to others. Axel noted 

movement in crowd towards exit doors and what looked like panic at opening of show. Two minutes into first 

song is when planned pyro was scheduled to go off and instead of one spark show at a time – everything went 

off at once along with an earsplitting loud boom sound from each side of stage. Axel quickly hit the fail-safe 

switch filling both pyro boxes with retardant foam rendering them inactive. Axel scanned the crowd for injuries 

and helped down concertgoers get back on their feet. During interview, received the “All Clear” for going 

back into building. At conclusion of interview, Axel left to check devices. Axel then returned and indicated 

that it was obvious that someone moved the external wires around triggering the first set of sparks to trigger all 

the sparks at once – not what it was set up to do. Axel was confident that someone tampered with the pyro. 
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Exhibit 3: Supplemental Incident Report (Page 4 of 4) 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL NARRATIVE  Page __4__  of__4__   

Search Warrant on Phone Belonging to Cy Miles – October 28, 2019 
Received the warrant on Miles’s cell phone and began analysis. Used software – “Forensic Magician” to 

extract data. Results of analysis are submitted as an exhibit. Overview – phone not connected to any Wi-Fi 

network during time period searched. Browsing history identified several searches that could be related to 

incident on October 26, 2019. Unable to determine when data from Facebook app was deleted or which 

accounts were accessed. 

Subpoena Facebook – October 28, 2019, Report October 29, 2019 

Searched for basic information associated with “Cynical Songwriter” account. Received information was 

submitted as an exhibit. The document indicates that the “Cynical Songwriter” account was created on 

October 26, 2019 at 17:14 EST from the Internet Protocol (“IP”) address 2.58.172.2. This IP address is 

part of a virtual private network (VPN) and the true device IP address is not discoverable. 

Research into Former Records on Cy Miles 

Retrieved former records on Cy Miles. One prior criminal charge noted. Miles was arrested for second-

degree arson utilizing fireworks/other explosives in 2008. Resulted in Jefferson HS Gym catching fire equal 

to felony arson. Miles pled guilty in plea bargain agreement resulting in community service. 

Conclusion and Arrest Warrant for Cy Miles – October 30, 2019 

I concluded that Miles set up the “Cynical Songwriter” Facebook account on Miles’s cell phone on October 

26, 2019, while at Corley Theater. Miles then posted the bomb threat causing the stampede aka crowd 

crushing that killed Janet Porter. I obtained an arrest warrant and personally arrested Miles on the same day 

at residence on October 30, 2019. 

Follow-Up Note – November 4, 2019 

Fusco from Corley Theater emailed me after the arrest. Fusco stated that an inspection was done by a 

representative of the defense, Ash Hedley, and that a guitar string was found jammed in the lock in the side 

doors’ locking mechanism. A photo of the guitar string was provided as an exhibit.  This guitar string was the 

sole reason the exit doors did not function properly. I am making a connection with the guitar string cuts 

previously noted on Cy Miles’s fingers. Cy Miles hands were cut up, and the process of shoving a guitar 

string into a door lock would certainly cause those types of injuries. 
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Exhibit #4: Coroner’s Report on Janet Porter 

 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA - SOUTH CAROLINA CORONER’S OFFICE 

DIVISION OF FORENSIC SCIENCES - RECORD OF CORONER 
 

Name of Deceased Janet Porter County Ross 

Age 27 Date of Birth 10/24/1992 

Height 63” Date of Death 10/26/2019 

Weight 145 lbs. Time of Death 19:13 Hours 

MANNER OF DEATH 

(     )  Natural (    )  Homicide (     )   Suicide (     ) Accident (   ) Undetermined (  X  )  Other 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

(  X  )  Autopsy (  )  Limited Dissection (      )   External Exam (     ) History Review 

PERFORMED BY Chandler Davis, M.D. Date 10/27/19 Hour 08:30 Hours 

APPROVED Stephan Bonner, M.D. Date 10/27/19 

CAUSE OF DEATH 

External Examination:   The body is of an adult female, approximately 63” in height, and weighing 145 lbs. 
 

Multiple external injuries are present and readily visible upon inspection of the body. Beginning at the head 
and moving down. There is a large laceration of approximately 8 inches in length diagonally across the face 
next to a foot print embedded on face and partial neck. The skull appears to be cracked and indented from 
extreme pressure. There is very little blood at or around the wound location, indicating a post mortem wound.  
  

Both shoulders and torso area have blunt force trauma as indicated by abrasions, contusions, and shoe 
prints. The upper body injuries are consistent with walking over the body compressing and breaking multiple 
ribs and restricting heart flow.  
 

In the lower extremities, the left femur presents a compound fracture with approximately 3” of bone protruding 
through the skin. The same type of abrasions and contusions as in the torso exist in both legs.  
 
Internal Examination:  
 

Cardiovascular: The heart is normal size and weight for patient’s age and appears to have been 
structurally normal prior to extensive damage from compression.  

  

Respiratory: The lungs appear to be normal size and weight. Tissue appears to be normal prior to 
extensive damage from compression.  

  

Hepatobiliary: The liver appears to be normal prior to extensive damage from compression.  
  

Gastrointestinal: The typically formed tongue, esophagus, gastroesophageal junction, serosal stomach 
and gastric mucosa are show damage from compression. The stomach, large bowel, and small bowel 
appear normal prior to extensive damage from compression. 
 

Other Procedures: 
1.  Documentary photographs are obtained. 
2.  Blood, urine, bile, and vitreous are submitted for toxicological analysis. All reports clear. 
3.  Blood is submitted for serological analysis, if necessary. 
4.  Head and body hair is submitted. 
5.  Clothing is submitted for volatile determination. 
6. Possessions (cell phone, driver’s license, credit card and key fob) are in possession of RCSD for 

examination. 
 

Autopsy Findings: At the time of death, this was an otherwise healthy 27 year old.  
 

Cause of Death: Blunt force trauma to the entire body via trampling. It is unknown what organ ceased 
working first due to quantity of injuries. The death was caused from excessive trampling on major organs.  
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Exhibit #5: Agreement Between Cy Miles and Jody Rivers 
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Exhibit #6: Corley Theater Floorplan   
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Exhibit #7: Social Media Post    

 

 

Readers, your #1 music reporter here posting live from Corley Theater with a breaking story. 

Was just tagged by a crazy fan who’s made what appears to be a bomb threat. Folks should 

exit in an orderly fashion. Live updates to follow. 

 

 

 

 

Hey Jett Jones u might want to cover this story about tonight’s Ambition show 

at Corley. i heard cy miles isn’t going to be there and the band is going to 

bomb… in more ways than one. the crowd should get outta the theater as 

quick as they can before the fireworks start. Otherwise someone might get 

hurt. 

 

Jett Jones 
October 26, 2019 at 5:56 PM 

Cynical Songwriter 
October 26, 2019 at 5:55 PM 
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Exhibit #8: ForensicMagician Report 

ForensicMagician 

User:  Ziegler, Charlie 

Report Generated:  28-Oct-2019 13:47 EST 

Report Type:  Custom Fields 

Report No.:  19-1248 

Device(s) Analyzed: 

1. Andromeda Smartphone v. 3.12.17 serial no. 23232178904, recovered 26-Oct-2019 from Miles, Cy 

Andromeda Smartphone v. 3.12.17 
serial no. 23232178904 

recovered 26-Oct-2019 from Cy Miles 

Wi-Fi History 
(last 30 days) 

No connection made to Wi-Fi in the time period searched. 
 

Search History 
(22-Oct-19 to  
 26-Oct-19) 

“criminal penalties for threats” (26-Oct-19, 12:09 EST) 

“concerts gone wrong” (26-Oct-19, 11:08 EST) 

“Home Depot” (26-Oct-19, 11:57 EST) 

“gas station, Ross, SC” (25-Oct-19, 14:11 EST) 

“criminal threats” (24-Oct-19, 20:44 EST) 

“criminal penalties threats” (24-Oct-19, 20:37 EST) 

“Corley Theater” (22-Oct-19, 12:51 EST) 

“Buddies Burgers” (22-Oct-19, 12:01 EST) 

“Home Depot” (22-Oct-19, 11:57 EST) 

App Data 
(Facebook) 

None 

App Data 
(Uber) 

October 26, 2019 
Ride requested at 17:15 in Ross, SC 
Ride #547  confirmed at 17:16 
Ride #547  arrived at 17:30 en route to Maddison, SC 
Ride #547  arrived at 18:00 in Maddison, SC 
Ride #547  re-requested at 18:00 en route to Ross, SC 
Ride #547  arrived at 18:30 in Ross, SC 

App Data 
(Geo Location) 

October 26, 2019 
16:00 home address (117 River Chase Lane, Ross, SC 29133) 
16:45 driving 5 minutes 
16:50 Corley Theater 
17:30 driving 30 minutes 
18:00 I-77, Maddison 
18:00 driving 30 minutes 
18:30 Corley Theater 
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Exhibit #9: Facebook Subscriber Information 

 

 

 

Facebook Business Record 

Subscriber Information 
 

Service:  Facebook 

 

Target:  99999222221 

 

Date Range:  Creation to 2019-10-29 13:59:59 EST 

 

Name:  First Cy 

 Last Ambition 

 

Vanity Name: Cynical Songwriter 

 

Registered Email: buddiesCola@360ya.ar 

 

Email Verification: Yes 

 

 

 

The document indicates that the “Cynical Songwriter” account was created on October 
26, 2019 at 17:14 from the Internet Protocol (“IP”) address 2.58.172.2. This IP address 
is part of a virtual private network (VPN) and the true device IP address is not 
discoverable.  
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Exhibit #10: Picture - Double Doors with Push Bar 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Note:  The red circle is circled around the pass key hole where guitar string was found. 
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Exhibit #11: Picture - Guitar String Found in Lock  

 

 

 

 

Add guitar string here 
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Exhibit #12: Fire Marshal Ticket  
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Exhibit #13: Building Inspection Report (Page 1 of 2) 

 

edleyedley Inspection Services, LLC 

 

 

Inspection Information: 

Date of Inspection: November 4, 2019  

Property Name:  Corley Theater  

Address:  108 Cricket Hill, Ross, SC 29133  

Person On-Site for Inspection:  Finley Fusco  

Person Conducting Inspection:  Ash Hedley  

Purpose of Report: 

Hedley Inspection Services, LLC was contacted by client, Cy Miles, on November 1, 2019, to 
evaluate Corley Theater for code violations and other safety hazards.  
 

Report Findings: 

I reached out to Ross Inspections Division on November 1, 2019, to obtain copies of all Corley 
Theater’s prior inspection records. The clerk indicated their records went as far back as the 
1990’s, but Corley Theater’s records could not be located and they certainly no longer existed. 
Clerk indicated that Corley Theater may have had an exception to inspections since it was on 
the National Historic Registry. I personally know exterior stairs were added to create an 
additional side exit in 2015. I am surprised no inspection was done in 2015, with the addition. I 
would call it criminal to have no inspection records this long for a building that is so popular and 
houses up to 500 people per event. 
 
On Monday, November 4, 2019, I arrived at Corley Theater as a surprise visit. A copy of the 
layout I observed has been supplied. I met with Finley Fusco, the venue manager. The building 
is a large, 2-story event space with the primary event space on the second floor accessible with 
main stairs that open into the interior of the first floor. A second set of stairs is on the exterior 
and is on the side of the building.  
 
For the building’s capacity, the building is approximately 50 feet wide by 70 feet long, equaling 
a total surface area of 3,500 square feet. Allowing for seven square feet of floor space per 
occupant means its maximum capacity is 500 people. Ross Fire Code Section 201.9 provides 
that buildings with a capacity of 301-500 people are required to have at least two exits. The 
building has precisely two exits that are ten feet wide and are placed 85 feet apart. However, I 
could not find any signage noting the venue’s maximum capacity. 
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Exhibit #13: Building Inspection Report (Page 2 of 2) 

 
Hedley Inspection Services, LLC 
RE: Corley Theater 
Page: 2 of 2 
 
 
It is noted that being in compliance with the Fire Code does not necessarily mean safe. 
Technical compliance is never the ultimate goal when it comes to building safety. Rather, the 
Fire Code reflects a bare minimum and the requirements represent the ones without which a 
building becomes an obvious and unacceptable hazard. The Corley Theater is in the latter 
category. For a venue that regularly hosts concerts, technical compliance is simply not good 
enough, especially knowing the concert hall itself is on the building’s second floor.  
 
Since this venue is more likely to have sold out events and maximum capacity of 500 people, 
this building should have three exits. The absence of the third exit, may have contributed to the 
tragedy on October 26, 2019. However, that is exactly wrong. Because of the nature of the 
event on October 26th, it is likely there were more than 500 people in attendance. Being over 
capacity could have contributed to the fatality of Janet Porter. 
 
While onsite, I had Finley Fusco show me the door that was locked during the October 26, 2019, 
performance. I checked the side doors, which are standard commercial double doors with one 
push bar also known as a panic bar and the doors would not open. Nothing appeared wrong 
with the doors, so I looked more closely at the locking mechanism. There were minute 
scratches where the hole for pass key goes in the red circled area on the picture of the doors. I 
identified a twisted-up piece of metal string lodged in the keyhole where the pass key is 
inserted, which caused both doors to jam in a permanently locked or jammed position until 
removed. I extracted the twisted up wire and it turned out to be a gold colored guitar string. 
The picture of the guitar string found in the locking mechanism has been supplied. Once the 
guitar string was removed, the double doors opened without issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


