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Jack B. Swerling
Jack B. Swerling, Attorney at Law

Columbia, SC
Jack B. Swerling practice law in Columbia, South Carolina. He received his Bachelor of 
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   Jennifer Aldrich
United States Attorney's Office

Columbia, SC

Jennifer Aldrich is a registered nurse.  Prior to attending law school, she practiced nursing in the emergency department and intensive care areas.  Since 1997, Jennifer has been an Assistant United States Attorney in the District of South Carolina where she is the Deputy Civil Chief and the Health Care Fraud Coordinator for the District of South Carolina.  Her work for the government is primarily civil Medicare, Medicaid, and the TRICARE fraud cases and Drug Enforcement Administration actions.
Joe M. McCulloch, Jr.
Law Offices of Joseph M. McCulloch, Jr.

Columbia, SC



Joseph M. McCulloch, Jr. practices law from his office located in Columbia, South Carolina with associate Kathy Schillaci. He was formerly a partner in the firm of Swerling, Harpootlian and McCulloch. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of South Carolina in 1974 and his Juris Doctor degree from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1977. He was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1977.

 

 



Mr. McCulloch, upon graduation, worked with the South Carolina Supreme Court's Court Administration, and later as Career Criminal Prosecutor with the Fifth Circuit Solicitor's Office in Columbia, South Carolina. He served as Associate Counsel to the University of South Carolina for a number of years, and frequently advises NCAA collegiate institutions and others in the area of Sports Law. 

 

 



Joe is past President of the South Carolina Association Criminal Defense Lawyers and a frequent presenter at legal seminars for lawyers and members of the judiciary. Mr. McCulloch is an Adjunct Professor at the University of South Carolina School of Law in the areas of sports, entertainment, and criminal law. He is President of the South Carolina Innocence Project, an endeavor initiated several years ago, using volunteer lawyers in an effort to discover and exonerate those wrongly convicted.
Matthew R. (Matt) Hubbell
Hubbell Law Firm, LLC

Charleston, SC

With more than 20 years of litigation experience, Matthew R. Hubbell defends clients in white-collar criminal prosecutions, False Claim Act litigation, and enforcement proceedings. As an Assistant United States Attorney in South Carolina from 1991 to 2000, he prosecuted complex white-collar cases.  Since 2001, Hubbell has represented companies, corporate executives, and other individuals in federal and state white-collar matters, including antitrust, health care, environmental, tax, bank fraud, and securities cases.  He regularly represents clients in internal investigations, grand jury investigations, and trials. 

Hubbell is the President of the South Carolina Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and co-Chair of its newly created Qui Tam Practice Group.  He also serves on the Board of the FBA’s national Qui Tam section, and as an officer of the Health Care Law Section of the South Carolina Bar.  Hubbell has an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell and is a permanent member of the Fourth Judicial Conference. 

He has co-authored several books regarding white-collar criminal law, including Health Care Fraud and Collateral Consequences, 2d Edition (S.C. Bar 2011), Federal and State Securities Enforcement (S.C. Bar 2008), and Computer and Intellectual Property Crimes (S.C. Bar 2003).

Hubbell has also served on the Executive Committee of the Charleston County Bar, and he recently served as Chair of the Merit Selection Panel for the United States Magistrate Judge in Charleston. 

Rep. G. Murrell Smith, Jr.
Lee, Erter, Wilson, Holler & Smith, LLC

Sumter, SC

Education

-Graduated Wofford College BA, 1990

-Graduated University of South Carolina School of Law, 1993

Professional

-Elected to S.C. House of Representatives, 2001-Present. 

Representing District 67 Sumter County

-Lee, Erter, Wilson, Holler & Smith, LLC; Partner.  

Practice focusing on insurance and medical malpractice defense

-Owner Reliable Medical Equipment of South Carolina

Political

-Ways and Means Committee 2009-present 



Chairman of Health, Human Services & Medicaid Subcommittee 2012-present

-Judiciary Committee 2001- 2009; 



Criminal Laws Subcommittee Chair 2005-2009



1st Vice Chair 2002-2004;

-Judicial Merit Screening Committee; 2016-Present

-Joint Bond Review Committee; 2016-present

-Joint Other Fund Oversight Committee; Vice Chairman; 2011-2015

-Appointed to SC Military Affairs Commission; 2006-Present 

-SC Sentencing Reform Commission- Vice-chairman (2010)

-SC GOP House Ethics Reform Study Committee Chairman (2012)

-Commission of Indigent Defense 2005-present

-Sumter County Public Defender Corporation Board 1998-present, Chairman 2005-2007

-House Ethics Committee; 2016-present

-SC Agency Head Salary Review Commission; 2016-present

Community Service

-Wofford Alumni Executive Committee 2003-2005

-Member SC Bar, Sumter County Bar Association

-Sumter Gallery of Art Board 2003-2005

-Sumter Palmetto Rotary Club 1994-present

Recognitions

-2015 Conservation Voters of South Carolina Green Tie Award

-Council of Governments House Legislator of Year Award 2015

-South Carolina Medical Association Legislator of the Year Award 2015

-Legislator of the Year 2014 Sierra Club

- Legislator of the Year 2014 and 2015 Behavioral Health Services Association

-Honorary Degree Recipient Medical University of South Carolina May 2014, Doctor of


Humane Letters

-Community Health Center Champion Award (2013)

-South Carolina Primary Health Care Association Award (2013)

-Legislator of the Year 2013- South Carolina Human Services Provider’s Association

-Legislation Award for South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 2013

-2009 South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense Distinguished Service Award

-Sumter County Chamber of Commerce Outstanding Achievement Award 2008

-2008 Arson Investigators Legislator of the Year

-2008 South Carolina Fraternal Order of Police, House Member of the Year

-2008 The State Newspaper Top 20 under 40 Award

-2007 South Carolina Public Defender Association Legislator of the Year

-2007 The Daniel Award, Gun Owners of South Carolina

-Humane Society Legislator of the Year 2007

2005 South Carolina Solicitor’s Association Legislator of the Year

-Legislator of the Year Victim’s Assistance Network, 2005

-Legislator of the Year SC Prosecution Coordination Commission, 2005

-Wilson Hall Alumni of Year, 2003

Legal Affiliations

-Sumter County Bar Association

-S.C. Defense Trial Lawyers Association

-Defense Research Institute 

-John Belton O’Neil Inn of Court 

-South Carolina Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

Personal

-married to the former Macaulay White

-daughter Mary Brown Smith (“Bee”)

- son George Murrell Smith, III (“Murrell”)

-member First Presbyterian Church of Sumter
Richard A. (Dick) Harpootlian
Richard A. Harpootlian, PA

Columbia, SC

Richard “Dick” Ara Harpootlian is one of South Carolina’s leading courtroom advocates with 30 years of trial experience as a prosecutor, defense attorney, and civil litigator. Mr. Harpootlian’s dynamic and persuasive advocacy style and record of success has earned him a reputation amongst South Carolina’s legal community as a lawyer who can get results. 

 

Mr. Harpootlian began his career as a prosecutor in the Fifth Circuit Solicitor’s Office. Within two years, he was named Deputy Solicitor and tasked with the administration and supervision of over 20 prosecutors and staff members. As the Fifth Circuit’s chief homicide prosecutor, Mr. Harpootlian personally prosecuted hundreds of murder cases, including 12 death penalty cases. 

 

For the last 20 years, Mr. Harpootlian’s private practice has earned him state and national recognition for his efforts on behalf of civil litigants and criminal defendants, including a number of multi-million dollar verdicts and settlements, some of which are listed here. 

Senator Gerald Malloy
Malloy Law Firm

Hartsville, SC

Senator Gerald Malloy has represented District 29, including Chesterfield, Darlington, Lee and Marlboro counties, in the South Carolina Senate since 2002. 
His story is much like other American success stories. He was raised in a small town by a strong middle-class family with good Southern values.  He used education and hard work to become successful, but has never forgotten where he came from and never neglected his obligation to share his success with his community. 

After graduating from University of South Carolina School of law in 1988, he moved to Hartsville, SC to practice law, eventually establishing his own very successful firm. When a vacancy occurred with the death of a distinguished Senator from his district, Malloy seized that opportunity for service and ran an unexpectedly successful campaign to win the Senate seat. He then successfully defended that seat in a subsequent election. 

Malloy has been honored by the South Carolina Library Association with the Friend of the Libraries Award for his work to establish and fund rural libraries. His vocal support of law enforcement led to him being honored by the Fraternal Order of Police with the Legislator of the year Award. The South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense presented him with the Distinguished Service Award in 2008 and has since renamed the honor the “Gerald Malloy Distinguished Service Award.” 

He is a lifetime member of the University of South Carolina Alumni Association and Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. Malloy is married to Davita McFarland Malloy. They have four children, Donovan, Jonathan, Jordan and Morgan. The Malloy Family attends Jerusalem Baptist Church in Hartsville. 
Timothy C. (Tim) Kulp
Kulp Law Firm

Charleston, SC

A native of South Carolina, Mr. Kulp received his JD from the University of South Carolina in 1978.
After graduating from law school he accepted a commission as a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and served in the Miami, Florida division until 1980, when he moved to Charleston and accepted a position as an Assistant Solicitor with the Ninth Judicial Circuit Solicitor’s Office and thereafter with the City of Charleston as the City Prosecutor.  Armed with his experiences in law enforcement, trial and courtroom work, Mr. Kulp turned his skills to private practice, opening his law office in 1986.   He has been zealously defending the rights of people accused of crimes ever since.

His long and successful career has taken him to Courts throughout South Carolina, as well as Federal Courts in Atlanta and West Virginia.  He has argued appellant cases before the United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals and the South Carolina Court of Appeals. While in private practice, he has been active in the formation of the South Carolina Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and National College of DUI Defense.
Mr. Kulp has represented clients in five death penalty cases in which he has appointed by General Sessions Court Judges in Dorchester, Calhoun and Beaufort Counties.

Mr. Kulp’s extensive experience in all aspects of criminal law qualified him to request certification as a specialist in criminal law.  The application for this specialization is very involved and includes documentation of trial work in 40 major cases and 20 minor cases tried to verdict, recommendations from peers and opposing counsel and a day long examination in ethics, criminal law and evidence. Mr. Kulp achieved that certification in 1999.  There are only six other such attorneys in the State of South Carolina who are certified by the National Board of Legal Specialty Certification in Criminal Trial Advocacy.

Mr. Kulp regularly lectures other lawyers at Continuing Legal Education Seminars throughout the State of South Carolina. The topics he most enjoys speaking on include the BAC Datamaster and Privacy Issues in the Technical Age.

When not advocating on behalf of others, Mr. Kulp enjoys spending time outdoors on Johns Island with his wife, Katie and their two sons, William and Jack.
Orrie E. West
(Course Planner)
Fifteenth Circuit Public Defender

Conway, SC

Orrie E. West was born in Cottageville, South Carolina.  She is a graduate of the University of Massachusetts, 



(Amherst) in 1972 and Northeastern University School of Law (Boston) in 1977.  She is a member of the 

Massachusetts Bar (inactive) and a member of the South Carolina Bar since 1980.  She worked for 

Neighborhood Legal Assistance Program in Conway, SC from March 1980 until June of 1984 when she 

opened her own office.  She was a sole practitioner from 1984 until 1992 when she became Chief Public Defender for Horry County. She remained in that position until July 2008 when she was selected as the 15th Circuit Public Defender.   She was selected again in 2012 as the 15th Circuit Public Defender.



She is a member of the Horry County Bar Association and the SC Public Defenders Association.  
William N. (Bill) Nettles
Bill Nettles, Attorney at Law

Columbia, SC 

In June of this year, Bill stepped down as US Attorney for the District of South Carolina; he served in that post for over 6 years making him the longest serving US Attorney in South Carolina since the 60’s.  During his tenure as US Attorney, Bill shifted the focus of the office to white collar, public corruption.  Bill doubled the resources allotted to the white collar division and increased white collar prosecutions from less than a quarter of the criminal docket when he arrived to over half of the criminal docket by the time he left.  Bill also lead the building of a false claim/qui tam division, making the District’s false claims division one of the leading divisions in the country.  Bill has started a boutique law practice specializing in trying to make money.  

William J. (Bill) Watkins, Jr.

U.S. Department of Justice

Greenville, SC

Mr. Watkins graduated cum laude from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1999.  He then clerked for the Honorable William B. Traxler, Jr., on the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.  Upon completion of his clerkship, Mr. Watkins practiced in the areas of civil and criminal appeals. 

In December 2009, he joined the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of South Carolina where he prosecutes white collar criminal matters. 

Mr. Watkins also serves as a Research Fellow at the Independent Institute in Oakland, California.  He is the author of Reclaiming the American Revolution:  The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions and Their Legacy.  Published by Palgrave MacMillan in 2004, this book is a unique blend of history, constitutional law and political theory centered around the importance of the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions as constitutional documents.   Mr. Watkin’s scholarship has appeared in a variety of journals, including the South Carolina Law Review, the Duke Journal of Constitutional Law and Public Policy, and the Independent Review.  








  








  








  

 

 

