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Beth Burke Richardson
Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC

Columbia, SC
Beth serves her clients with a unique blend of creativity, tenacity, and rigorous thinking. Her practice focuses on business contract and tort, shareholder oppression, employment, and professional malpractice matters both in courtroom and arbitration settings, including FINRA. In addition, Beth advises employers on a full range of employment issues, reviewing and drafting contracts, policies and procedures, and employee handbooks. Drawing on her experience as an appellate clerk, Beth enjoys an active appellate practice in both state and federal court, and has handled appeals on a variety of issues, including novel issues of law, on cases originating inside and outside the firm.

Prior to joining the firm, Beth taught Advanced Legal Writing at the University of South Carolina School of Law, and completed judicial clerkships in both the United States District Court for the District of South Carolina and the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. She received her undergraduate degree from Duke University, and her law degree from Washington University School of Law in St. Louis, where she served as Editor in Chief of the Law Review.  

Deborah Barbier
Deborah B. Barbier, LLC

Columbia, SC

Deborah Barbier graduated cum laude from the University of South Carolina School of Journalism in 1990. In 1994, she graduated from the University of South Carolina School of Law. After law school, she served as a law clerk in state court to the Honorable Joseph A. Wilson, II, while he was the Chief Administrative Criminal Judge for the Fifth Judicial Circuit. She then served as a federal judicial law clerk for the Honorable Joseph F. Anderson, Jr. in the United States District Court, currently the Chief District Court Judge for the District of South Carolina. Ms. Barbier worked for fifteen years as an Assistant United States Attorney for the District of South Carolina. The first five years she was the lead attorney for the district's Affirmative Civil Enforcement division where she prosecuted civil health care fraud, procurement fraud, food stamp fraud and drug diversion. Ms. Barbier worked in the criminal division of the US Attorney's Office, prosecuting criminal health care fraud, white collar fraud, gun crimes and drug crimes. She has served as both the civil and criminal Health Care Fraud Coordinator and as the ACE Coordinator for the District of South Carolina. She was the lead attorney for the Asset Forfeiture division for two and a half years. She was the Chief of the White Collar Division for five years. She is currently in private practice specializing in criminal defense and civil litigation.

   

 

She recently became a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers.  
Karen Salmon
MAG Mutual Insurance Company

Columbia, SC

Karen Salmon obtained an undergraduate B.A. in Philosophy from Indiana University-Bloomington in Bloomington, Indiana, and a Juris Doctorate from New England Law in Boston, Massachusetts.  In addition, Karen has earned Associates in Claims and Associates in Insurance Services from the American Institute for CPCU Insurance and Insurance Institute of America. Karen has been involved in various aspects of healthcare including mental health disability and guardianship advocacy, Social Security Disability representation, HIPAA regulatory compliance, and extensive bioethics experience at both a hospital and academia level.  Most recently, Karen comes to MAG Mutual from a South Carolina based hospital insurance and risk management services background.          
Scott Hultstrand
Vista Law Firm, LLC

Greenville, SC

Scott is the founder of Vista Law Firm, LLC and Vista Consulting, LLC, which focus on providing health care consulting, regulatory, and legislative services to clinically integrated networks, physician practices, non-profit health care organizations, and other health care entities.  A graduate of the University of Virginia School of Law after completing his undergraduate education at the University of South Carolina Honors College, Scott's career has focused on policy, regulatory, and corporate issues ranging from health care to economic development to securities regulation.
Stephen Gardner M.D.
Greenville Health System

Greenville, SC

Stephen Gardner, M.D., is a neurosurgeon with expertise in spine and neurological conditions in adults and children. Dr. Gardner received his medical degree from Louisiana State University School of Medicine and then went on to complete his neurosurgery residency at Medical College of Virginia. He extended his training with fellowships in Head Injury and Pediatric Neurosurgery at the Medical School of Virginia in Richmond.

Dr. Gardner is board certified by the American Board of Neurosurgeons and is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons. He is a member of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons and The Congress of Neurological Surgeons.

Southeastern Neurosurgical & Spine Institute brings together all of the expertise required for comprehensive adult and pediatric spine care in one location. This collaboration improves communication among team members and patients as well as offers significant conveniences for patients. With one phone call, patients are seen quickly and efficiently – with or without a physician referral.

Dr. Stephen Gardner is a Neurosurgeon with Southeastern Neurosurgical & Spine Institute.
Steven T. Moon

(Course Planner) 
Rogers Townsend & Thomas, PC

Columbia, SC

Steve Moon is counsel for a number of healthcare entities. He focuses his practice in defending businesses and their insurers in lawsuits in state and federal courts. Steve has represented many healthcare institutions, including hospitals, nursing homes, pharmacies, pharmaceutical companies and assisted living facilities in defense of claims against them involving their business activities and professional negligence. He handles data security and privacy, as well as HIPAA matters.
Steve has been recognized in Columbia Business Monthlyin 2013-2015 as one of the "Midlands' Legal Elite" for Health Care. He also serves on the Environmental Litigation Team, which handles toxic tort and contamination claims, as well as the defense of enforcement actions by governmental agencies such as DHEC, DENR, and the EPA. 
While in law school Steve clerked at the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) and has maintained an interest in environmental issues. Currently he is involved in defending a mass tort lawsuit related to persons and property damage caused by exposure to coal fly ash.
Steve served as the liaison counsel for several pharmacy companies in a class-action/mass tort lawsuit in South Carolina. Serving on the firm's Construction and Products Liability Team, he focuses on construction defects, personal injury and general business issues. He also has significant experience in transportation and railroad issues. In addition, he is a former Chairman of the Lawyer-Physician Relationship Committee, as well as past Chairman of the Continuing Legal Education Committee of the South Carolina Bar. By appointment of the South Carolina Supreme Court Chief Justice, Steve served on the Executive Committee of the Committee on Continuing Legal Education and Specialization. Steve has been a certified mediator for more than 10 years.

William C. (Sonny) Barnes, Jr.

McLeod Health

Florence, SC

Sonny Barnes currently serves as In-House Legal Counsel and Corporate Director of Risk Management for McLeod Health in Florence, South Carolina.  In his position, he is responsible for corporate oversight of legal and risk management matters at seven hospital campuses and throughout the McLeod Physician Associates physician practices.  He holds the Certified Professional in Healthcare Risk Management (CPHRM) designation through the American Hospital Association. 

Sonny is licensed to practice law by the South Carolina Supreme Court, the U.S. District Court of South Carolina and the United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.  Prior to starting his position at McLeod Health in 2012, Sonny was a partner at Turner Padget, with fifteen years of civil litigation experience defending companies, individuals, hospitals, physicians and insurance carriers in civil lawsuits. 

A native of Florence, South Carolina, he received his Bachelor's Degree from the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York in 1988 and was commissioned into the United States Army.  He served on active duty and retired from the U.S. Army Reserves Judge Advocate General's Corp in June 2016.  He received his Juris Doctorate from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1997. 

