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Amanda G. Adler
Children’s Law Center – University of South Carolina

Columbia, SC

Since December of 2015, Amanda Gibson Adler has served as Senior Resource Attorney to the Joint Citizens and Legislative Committee on Children.  In that position, she works with policymakers, service providers and stakeholders to identify the most pressing needs of children in the state and to make policy and legislative recommendations to improve the lives of South Carolina’s youngest citizens.   The Committee on Children was created by statute and membership is comprised of six legislative members, three citizens appointed by the Governor, and the directors of five child-serving agencies.  Among other work, the Committee also makes an annual report to the Governor and General Assembly.  

Amanda began her legal career in education law and policy at SC Appleseed.  For fifteen years, her efforts were focused on representing students with special needs to access an appropriate education.  She has written training materials and presented for a wide range of audiences and has published on topics related to student drop-out, teacher retention, and school finance.  She also worked as Director of the Rural Education Finance Center of the Rural School and Community Trust.

Amanda is a former educator who has taught in public schools in South Carolina and Georgia.  She is the proud spouse of a public school teacher and parent of three public school students.  She currently volunteers with her children’s elementary school PTO and with the Orphan Care Committee of her church.  Amanda has a law degree from the University of South Carolina School of Law and a B.A. in Political Science from Emory University.

Josh Gupta-Kagan
University of South Carolina School of Law

Columbia, SC

Josh Gupta-Kagan is an Assistant Professor of Law at the University of South Carolina School of Law and specializes in child welfare and juvenile justice.  Prior to becoming a professor, he practiced as a Senior Attorney at the Children's Law Center, a legal services organization in the District of Columbia devoted to a wide range of children's legal issues. 

Professor Gupta-Kagan’s teaches the Juvenile Justice Clinic at the USC School of Law.  In the Clinic, he supervises third year law students who represent teenagers accused of delinquent acts in Family Court – cases which often involve incidents arising at school.  Professor Gupta-Kagan’s scholarship has addressed topics including the Fourth Amendment rights of children and families during child protection investigations and at school, improved juvenile and family court procedures, and policy reforms to improve the child welfare system, better enable children to leave foster care for permanent families, and better govern custody disputes between parents and third parties who have raised children.  His scholarship is available at http://ssrn.com/author=996191. 

M. Malissa Burnette
Calliso, Tighe & Robinson, LLC

Columbia, SC

M. Malissa Burnette is a partner in the Callison Tighe law firm in Columbia.  She graduated from the University of South Carolina 1971, and the USC School of Law in 1977. She was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1977, the U.S. District Court for the District of South Carolina in 1978, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in 1978, and the United States Supreme Court in 1998. Ms. Burnette is a member of the Richland County Bar Association, the South Carolina Association for Justice, and the Federal Bar Association.

Ms. Burnette has been a Certified Specialist in Employment and Labor Law since 1993. She practices in the state and federal courts, primarily representing individuals in complex employment cases involving discrimination, civil and constitutional rights, breach of contract, covenants not to compete, employment-related torts, wage payment claims, and academic tenure and promotion matters. She also represents small businesses and non-profit organizations, and practices family law. Ms. Burnette is a Certified Federal Court Mediator and an arbitrator.

Ms. Burnette is the co-author and -editor of all four editions of Labor and Employment Law for South Carolina Lawyers, published by the South Carolina Bar in 1999, 2004, 2007 and 2011. 

 In October 2016, Ms. Burnette received the SC Women Lawyers Association’s top honor, the Jean Galloway Bissell award. Ms. Burnette has been recognized by her peers for excellence in the fields of employment law, civil rights law, and alternative dispute resolution by being named one of The Best Lawyers in America, 2005-2017.  She has been recognized in South Carolina Super Lawyers in the category of Plaintiff’s Employment Litigation, 2008-2016, with the publication featuring her career as its cover story, entitled “Undaunted”, in its 2015 edition. In 2011, the SC Bar’s Employment and Labor Law Section tapped Ms. Burnette to receive the organization’s first Distinguished Lawyer Award. She has served as President of the S.C. Women Lawyers Association (2001), Chair of the S.C. Bar’s Judicial Qualifications Committee (1999-2000 and 2000-2001), Chair of the S.C. Association for Justice’s Employment Law Section (1990-1995 and 2001-2004), President of the Senior Lawyers Division of the SC Bar (2015-2016), and she continues as a member of the S.C. Bar’s Resolution of Fee Disputes Board and Diversity Task Force. Ms. Burnette has presented over 60 continuing legal education programs. 

Lt. Gov. Nancy Stevenson, the first woman elected to hold statewide office in South Carolina, selected Ms. Burnette to serve as her Chief of Staff, 1978 - June1982. Ms. Burnette managed Travis Medlock’s campaign for Attorney General in the 1982 general election, then established her first private law practice. Ms. Burnette has continued in private practice since 1982.

Ms. Burnette has been involved in several ground-breaking cases, including Mellette. v. Jones, which opened the doors of The Citadel to female students, and Tara Bailey v. SC High School League, which allowed girls in South Carolina public schools to play contact sports. In 2014, she represented Police Chief Crystal Moore of Latta, SC, and achieved her reinstatement. Chief Moore had been fired by the Mayor, who was caught on tape in a homophobic tirade. In 2014, Ms. Burnette was one of the lead attorneys in Condon and Bleckley v. SC Attorney General Alan Wilson, South Carolina’s marriage equality lawsuit that was upheld by the United States Supreme Court in June 2015.   

The University of South Carolina featured Ms. Burnette’s life and career in its “No Limits” series for Caroliniana Magazine in 2013 to encourage USC graduates to “step in and speak up” as advocates against discrimination and unfairness. In 2015, The Columbia Free Times named Ms. Burnette one of “Fifty People Who Get Things Done in the Capital City.” In January 2016, Columbia Business Monthly listed her among “50 Most Influential People.”        

Ms. Burnette is married to Michael G. LeFever. Their daughter, Grant Burnette LeFever, is a student at the USC School of Law.

Stephanie M. Brinkley

Brinkley Law Firm, LLC

Charleston, SC

Stephanie M. Brinkley, Esq. is a member of the South Carolina Bar and dedicates her practice to fertility issues impacting future families by focusing on the complex area of Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART).  As 2nd Vice Chair of the ART Division with the American Bar Association’s Family Law Section, Ms. Brinkley oversees the ART Mentorship Program.  In June of 2016 she accepted an invitation to become a Fellow with the American Academy of Assisted Reproduction Attorneys (AAARTA).  Her other memberships include the American Society for Reproductive Medicine (ASRM) and Resolve. 

Ms. Brinkley frequently lectures on the complex legal and ethical issues that arise when clients participate in assisted reproduction.  Ms. Brinkley is a guest lecturer at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law in New York City as well as her alma mater, the Charleston School of Law in Charleston, in South Carolina.  She has also presented at the annual Donor Egg Meeting, a medical conference held in her home city of Charleston.

Within her state, Ms. Brinkley helps raise awareness on the legalities surrounding third party reproduction among her colleagues through the creation of distance learning videos with the South Carolina Bar.  As a result, Ms. Brinkley has been featured on television news programs on family law issues and her advice and legal expertise are often sought from litigants and attorneys alike.   In January 2016, she was recognized as a “Leadership in Law” Honoree by the SC Lawyers Weekly publication for her contributions to ART law. To learn more about Ms. Brinkley and her practice, visit www.brinkleylawfirmllc.com. 

Treneice R. Flowers

(Course Planner)
Children’s Law Center – University of South Carolina

Columbia, SC

Ms. Flowers is the CLC's Court Improvement Project Attorney. She conducts trainings, provides resource information and training assistance for attorneys subject to court appointments in child abuse and neglect proceedings, volunteer guardians ad litem, and family court judges. 

Ms. Flowers was formerly a staff attorney from 1998-2002 and 2003-2007 with S.C. Legal Services (formerly S.C. Centers for Equal Justice), where she represented low income clients in family law cases. She was the state attorney for the S.C. Guardian ad Litem Program from 2002-2003, where she represented volunteer guardians ad litem for the different county programs. 

Ms. Flowers received her Bachelor of Science in Marketing from Alabama A&M University in Huntsville and her Juris Doctor from the Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas Southern University in Houston. She served as Treasurer and Secretary for the Columbia Lawyers Association from 2001-2003. She has been a member of the Children's Law Committee of the S.C. Bar since 2003.

