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 H. Mills Gallivan 
Gallivan, White & Boyd, PA 

Greenville, SC 
 

H. Mills Gallivan is a graduate of Vanderbilt University and the University of South Carolina 

School of Law. He is the Senior Partner of Gallivan, White & Boyd, P.A., a litigation boutique 

serving clients in South Carolina and the Southeast. He has over 42 years of experience as an 

advocate in cases involving personal injury, administrative law, business and commercial 

litigation. Mills; current practice focuses on providing creative ADR solutions for complex legal 

issues. Mr. Gallivan is admitted to practice in the state of South Carolina, U.S. District Court for 

South Carolina, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the United States Supreme 

Court. He is a member of the South Carolina Bar Association, the South Carolina Defense Trial 

Attorneys’ Association, the Defense Research Institute, the Federation of Defense and Corporate 

Counsel, the South Carolina Captive Insurance Association, the Lawyers for Civil Justice, and 

the National Foundation for Judicial Excellence. Mills has taken active leadership roles in both 

professional and community organizations; his long list of service includes: 

 

President – Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel 2016-2017; 

President – National Foundation for Judicial Excellence 2014 

President – South Carolina Defense Trial Attorneys’ Association 2002; 

Chairman – Dispute Resolution Section – South Carolina Bar; 

Chairman – Tort and Insurance Private Section – South Carolina Bar; 

SC Supreme Court Rules Advisory Committee 2012 to present; 

President and Founding member of the Haynsworth-Perry Inn of Court; 

President – Mardi Gras Charity Ball of Greenville; 

Vice Chair – City of Greenville Planning Commission (2010); 

40 years of service in Rotary Club of Greenville including service; 

President of Rotary Charities, Inc. (2008 – 2010) 

 

He is perennially featured as one of the Best Lawyers in America, is a lifetime member of the 

National Registry of Who’s Who; in 2003, he received the DRI Exceptional Performance 

Citation, in 2005 he served on the DRI Nominating Committee; and in 2008 and 2009, he was 

selected as a South Carolina Super Lawyer and remains on that list. In 2010, Mr. Gallivan was 

honored to be selected by Best Lawyers 2010, as Greenville Workers’ Compensation Lawyer of 

the Year and continues on the Best Lawyers list. In 2018, Mills was designated a Platinum 

Compleat Lawer by the University of South Carolina Law School. Mr. Gallivan is a frequent 

lecturer on topics related to litigation, alternative dispute resolution, and law office management. 



Sean F. Keefer 
Sean Keefer, LLC 

Charleston, SC 
 

Sean Keefer is a member at Keefer & Keefer, LLC in Charleston SC and specializes in extensive 

practice in domestic mediation and other alternative dispute resolutions. He is a member of the 

South Carolina ADR Commission and a member of the South Carolina Supreme Court’s Board 

of Arbitrator and Mediator Certification. 

 

Education: 

University of South Carolina, B.A. 1988 

Campbell University, J.D. 1997 

 

 

Eric S. Bland 
Bland Richter, LLP 

Columbia, SC 
 

Eric successfully completed national testing in Legal Malpractice and received board 

certification as a diplomat in the field of Legal Malpractice by the American Board of 

Professional Liability Attorneys and recorded a score in the top 2% of all attorneys who have 

ever taken the test. 

 

Eric graduated from University of Tampa as an Honor’s graduate summa cum laude and was 

ranked number two in his graduating class in 1985. He graduated from the University of South 

Carolina School of Law in 1988 where he was a regular Dean’s List member each semester and 

graduated as an Order of the Coif member for those that graduated in the top ten (10%) percent 

of the graduating class.  

 

A native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in August of 1991, Eric decided to return to South 

Carolina for good after practicing law with the two of the largest law firms in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. Quickly upon his return, Eric began establishing his practice of representing small 

to mid-size corporations throughout South Carolina and North Carolina. Since opening his 

practice, Eric has gained the reputation of being a tenacious litigator who provides cost efficient 

and effective representation to his clients. From approximately 1991 through its sale in 2004, 

Eric was primary counsel for Ducane Gas Grills, Inc., which manufactured and distributed high-

end gas barbecue grills and HVAC and furnace units through its furnace division. From the early 

1990s through the present, Eric has represented many physician groups in selling their practices 

or taking on new physicians, some of the country's largest residential homebuilding and land 

development companies in South Carolina, North Carolina and throughout the United States in 

land development matters, acquisitions (Stock and Asset Sales) and litigation and arbitration 

disputes with developers and customers as well as the top video entertainment and gaming 

companies in South Carolina. 

 

Eric is a member of the Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum which has as its members some 

of the top trial lawyers in America and only admits attorneys who have obtained verdicts for 

their clients which exceed $2,000,000.00. Eric was selected by his peers as one of the top ten 



most outstanding Business Law attorneys in the Midlands of the state of South Carolina in 

October 2011 and 2012; published in the October 2011 and 2012 Greater Columbia Business 

Monthly Second Annual Legal Elite of the Midlands. (View Article). Eric is also a member of 

the South Carolina Bar’s Professional Responsibility Committee that makes recommendations to 

the Supreme Court about existing and proposed rules contained within the South Carolina Rules 

of Professional Conduct which govern the practice of law. 

 

In addition to his partner Ronnie being his best friend, Eric has been trying cases with him since 

1997. In fact on the day Eric's son was born, Eric and Ronnie had just completed closing 

arguments in a medical malpractice trial which returned a verdict for their clients that, at the 

time, was one of the largest verdicts in that particular county in South Carolina. Eric is licensed 

to practice law in South Carolina, Florida and Pennsylvania and is a member of the South 

Carolina, Florida and Pennsylvania bar associations. He is a member of the United States District 

Court for the District of South Carolina, the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the United 

States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. In his career, Eric has tried, arbitrated and argued 

appeals in excess of 150 cases in state, federal and courts of appeal for the State of South 

Carolina, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals and with the American Arbitration Association. In 

2005, Eric was appointed as a member of the South Carolina Bar's Resolution of Fee Disputes 

Board. As a board member, Eric investigates, analyzes and forwards to the Circuit Chair his 

findings and rulings on fee disputes filed by clients against their attorneys. 

 

 

Justin S. Kahn 
Kahn Law Firm, LLP 

Charleston, SC  
 

Justin Kahn is a civil litigator with Kahn Law Firm, LLP in Charleston, South Carolina. He 

handles professional liability, tort, product liability, contract and other matters. He has practiced 

in state and federal courts throughout the country since 1992. Justin is AV rated and is board 

certified in medical malpractice by the American Board of Professional Liability Attorneys 

where he also serves on the board. He is also board certified by the National Board of Trial 

Advocacy as a civil trial advocate and in civil pretrial practice advocacy. He is also a diplomate 

with the National College of Advocacy and American Association of Justice. He is certified by 

the South Carolina Supreme Court as a civil circuit court mediator. Justin is an adjunct professor 

of law at the Charleston School of Law where he teaches pretrial practice. He authors the South 

Carolina Rules Annotated and the South Carolina Rules of Evidence Annotated published by the 

South Carolina Bar CLE Division. He has written, lectured and taught throughout the country on 

a variety of topics including advocacy, procedure, evidence, ethics, technology and persuasion. 
 

He is a member of various legal professional organizations including the American Association 

for Justice, American Bar Association, South Carolina Association for Justice and is a permanent 

member of the Fourth Circuit Judicial Conference. He is admitted to practice before the United 

States Supreme Court, United States Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, United States Third 

Circuit Court of Appeals, United States Second Circuit Court of Appeals, United States Court of 

Federal Claims, United States District Court for the District of South Carolina and the South 



Carolina Supreme Court. He is married, is the proud parent of three children and loves to 

perform magic. 

 

Education: 

University of South Carolina School of Law, J.D. 1992 

Tulane University, B.S. 1988 

 

 

Ronald L. Richter, Jr. 
Bland Richter, LLP 

Charleston, SC  
 

Ronnie successfully completed national testing in Legal Malpractice and received certification as 

a diplomat in the field of Legal Malpractice by the American Board of Professional Liability 

Attorneys and recorded the highest score to date of all attorneys. In addition, Mr. Richter was 

selected for inclusion in the Super Lawyers 2015 list for excellence and recognition as a Super 

Lawyer in Professional Liability. He was one of two in the entire State of South Carolina with 

this honor. A native of Charleston, South Carolina, Ronnie graduated from the College of 

Charleston in 1990, where he was a regular member of the Dean’s and President’s Lists for 

academic achievement and was featured in such publications as “The National Dean’s List 

Directory” and “Who’s Who Among American College Students”. Ronnie continued his 

outstanding work in academics at the University of South Carolina School of Law where he was 

also a regular member of the Dean’s List and graduated in the top 20% of his class in 1993. The 

son of a marine pipefitter from the Charleston Naval Shipyard, Ronnie had worked as a pipefitter 

at the Shipyard for nearly 3 years before deciding to return to the pursuit of his education. His 

work ethic and approach to the practice of law reflect his blue-collar roots. His philosophy is 

simple-hard work, honesty, and integrity. 
 

Ronnie spent the first 4 years of his practice is a small firm setting where he was fortunate 

enough to have meaningful participation in a variety of substantial legal matters ranging from 

legal and medical malpractice to dram shop death cases and even the death of several passengers 

of a downed USAir flight. In 1997, Ronnie began a solo practice focusing on medical 

malpractice and serious injuries. 
 

Also in 1997, Ronnie began trying cases with his partner, Eric S. Bland. The contrasting styles of 

the southern gentleman and the Philadelphia fighter, together with a shared vision for a hard-

charging approach to the practice of law, was the genesis for a great friendship and partnership. 

Ronnie and his wife, Robin, have been married for 17 years and have one child. Ronnie is a 

frequent presenter at continuing legal education seminars on the subject matter of legal 

malpractice and legal ethics, as well as an occasional guest lecturer at the University of South 

Carolina School of Law. In his down time, Ronnie enjoys golfing, fishing and boating. Ronnie is 

the past President of the School Board for The Charleston Catholic School in Charleston, South 

Carolina, as well as the chair of the School’s Capital Campaign Committee. 
 

Education: 

University of South Carolina, J.D. 1993 

College of Charleston, B.A. 1990 



Catherine H. Kennedy 
Turner, Padget, Graham & Laney, PA 

Columbia, SC 
 

Catherine Kennedy is a certified specialist in Estate Planning and Probate Law, practicing with 

the firm of Turner Padget Graham & Laney, PA., in its Columbia office.  She is a past chair of 

the Probate, Estate Planning and Trust Section of the Bar and received the Wilkins Award from 

the Section for meritorious service to the Bar. Ms. Kennedy is a fellow of the American College 

of Trust and Estate Counsel, is listed in Best Lawyers in America--Trust and Estates and 

Litigation-Trusts and Estates and has been named a South Carolina Super Lawyer in Estate and 

Trust Litigation.  From 1987 to 1999, she served as the Richland County Probate Judge.   

 

Catherine Kennedy is certified as a civil court mediator and arbitrator and served on the task 

force to draft and implement the pilot mediation program in the probate courts. She also assisted 

in drafting Probate Court Rule 5, which provides for permanent mediation in the Probate Courts.  

She is currently member of the Board of Governors of the SC Bar. 

 

 

Thomas W. Traxler 
Wills, Massalon & Allen, LLC 

Charleston, SC 
 

Thomas (Tom) W. Traxler is a partner with Carter, Smith, Merriam, Rogers & Traxler, P.A. in 

Greenville, SC.  He graduated from Davidson College in 1974 with a B.A. in German, and the 

University of South Carolina School of Law in 1979.  He is a Fellow in the American College of 

Trial Lawyers and a member of the South Carolina Chapter of the American Board of Trial 

Advocates (ABOTA).  He served on the South Carolina Board of Bar Examiners 2001-2009 and 

was an adjunct instructor in Business Law at Furman University from 1981 to 2011.  

 

For several years, Tom has been selected among the The Best Lawyers in America© and is 

recognized in 7 different areas of practices: Commercial Litigation, Bet-The-Company 

Litigation, Real Estate Litigation, Family Law, Personal Injury Litigation-Plaintiffs, and 

Alternative Dispute Resolution, and Mediation-Family Law.  He was named the Best Lawyers’ 

Greenville Family Law Lawyer of the Year in 2009 and 2015, the 2010 and 2014 Greenville Bet-

the-Company Litigator of the Year, and the 2011 and 2012 Greenville Real Estate Litigator of 

the Year. Tom has been listed in Super Lawyers Magazine® since its inception in South Carolina 

in 2008 and was also rated in The Top 25 lawyers in South Carolina by Super Lawyers® 

Magazine /South Carolina for the years 2009, 2013, 2014 and 2015, and was rated in The Top 10 

in 2014-2018. Tom was awarded the Greenville County Bar Tommy Thomason Award for 2009, 

the 2009 South Carolina Trial Lawyer of the Year Award by the South Carolina Chapter of the 

American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA), and the 2011 Platinum Compleat Lawyers 

Award from the University of South Carolina School of Law. He has written and distributed to 

South Carolina Court Administration three (3) software programs for use in the Family Court, 

one being Traxler’s Child Support Calculator, the Alimony Calculator, and the Equitable 

Apportionment Worksheet. 

 



John A. Massalon 
Wills, Massalon & Allen, LLC 

Charleston, SC 
 

Course Planner 
 

An attorney since 1987, John is a partner with Wills, Massalon and Allen in Charleston.  The 

firm was founded in 1999 and emphasizes civil litigation and mediation. His practice includes a 

focus on commercial litigation pertaining to business disputes, contract matters, land use and 

preservation issues.  John is a certified mediator and regularly serves as a mediator in matters 

pending in the State and Federal Courts of South Carolina. Prior to his current position, he was a 

partner with Holmes and Thompson and before that John served as law clerk to US District 

Judge Falcon B. Hawkins and US Magistrate Judge Robert Carr. John earned a B.A. in History 

from the College of Charleston in 1984 and a J.D. From the University of South Carolina School 

of Law in 1987. John is a member of numerous legal associations and is also Past President of 

the Charleston County Bar Association. Currently, he is the Chair-Elect of the Dispute 

Resolution Section of the South Carolina Bar, the Vice Chairman of the Preservation Society of 

Charleston and a member of the Mediation and Meeting Center of Charleston Board of 

Directors. 

 

 

 

 

 


