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Carole has been a practicing attorney in Greenville, South Carolina for over 30 years in the areas of Probate Administration and Estate Litigation, Workers’ Compensation, and Social Security Disability.  She graduated with honors from Grove City College in Pennsylvania.  She then earned a master’s degree in psychology from Duke University.  

Carole graduated from the University f South Carolina School of Law in 1984.   After graduation, she worked for a law firm in Anderson as a plaintiff’s attorney.   In 1988, she was honored to serve a one year term as a law clerk to the Honorable William M. Catoe, Jr., U.S. Federal Magistrate Judge. 

Carole opened The Dennison Law Firm in 1992.   In 1996, Carole was appointed as the part-time Associate Probate Judge for Anderson County, South Carolina where she served for 17 years, presiding over probate litigation of all varieties, including will contests, guardianships, conservatorships, creditors’ claims, estate and tax disputes, in addition to the proper distribution of estates and accounting.     

Carole retired from the Anderson County Probate Court in 2013 to pursue legal representation and practice in probate courts throughout the state.  She also continued to practice in the areas of Workers’ Compensation and Social Security Disability.  In 2013, she was certified as a Civil Mediator by the South Carolina, and now enjoys working as a probate mediator in addition to her other practice areas.

Derrick L. Williams
Mickle & Bass, LLC

Columbia, SC

Former Commissioner Derrick L. Williams is one of the youngest-ever to be appointed to the South Carolina Workers’ Compensation Commission.  He was appointed in March 2007, and he served until January 31, 2013, when he decided to return to private practice.  He is responsible for spear-heading the effort to make mediation of workers’ compensation available for complex injury by accident cases in South Carolina. 

He began his legal career at a mid-size insurance defense firm, where his litigation background included defending workers’ compensation claims for insurance companies, and insurance defense litigation. 

Prior to joining the South Carolina Workers’ Compensation Commission, he was an associate at a national law firm based in South Carolina.  He practiced in the areas of business litigation, franchise and distribution litigation, and labor and employment. 

Derrick currently practices with the firm of Mickle & Bass, where he is a partner with the firm.  His practice is devoted to representing injured workers, and he is also a certified mediator. 

Derrick earned a Juris Doctor from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 2002, where he was a member of the South Carolina Environmental Law Journal.  He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English in the Honors Program at the College of Charleston in 1999.  He ran Cross Country and Track for the College of Charleston, and he was the team captain of both his senior season. 

Born in Florence, South Carolina he and his family moved later to Columbia, South Carolina, where he graduated from Dreher High School.  He serves on the Executive Committee for the Riverbanks Zoo Society Board as the Secretary, and he serves on the College of Charleston Alumni Board.  He is also an active member in the American Bar Association, where he is involved in the T.I.P.S. Workers’ Compensation Section.  He is a member of the John Belton O’Neall American Inn of Court.  Derrick also serves on the South Carolina Board of Law Examiners. 
Dr. Michael Grier
Piedmont Comprehensive Pain Management

Anderson, SC

Michael Tannehill Grier was born and raised in Omaha, Nebraska where he lived for 34 years.  The son, brother, nephew and cousin of several physicians, he became interested in and familiar with medicine from an early age.  He attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where he majored in Life Sciences with minors in Chemistry and English.  After a year off, he attended the University of Nebraska College of Pharmacy, earning a Doctor of Pharmacy degree in 1989.  He worked as a clinical pharmacist at St. Joseph Hospital of Creighton University in Omaha.  He went back to the Nebraska Medical Center to study Medicine and graduated in 1994.  He returned to Creighton, St. Joseph’s and the Omaha Veterans Administration Medical Center for a one year internship in Internal Medicine and then moved to Gainesville, Florida where he completed a three year residency in Anesthesiology followed by a one year fellowship in Interventional Pain Medicine.  In July 1999, together with his wife and two daughters, ages twenty months and two months, he moved to Anderson, South Carolina to join his residency mate, Dr. Eric Loudermilk, in Piedmont Comprehensive Pain Management Group, LLC which Dr. Loudermilk had founded two years earlier.  Since then, PCPMG has expanded to five board certified physicians and two office locations in Greenville and Anderson where it remains the longest continuously-operated pain clinic in Anderson County.  Dr. Grier maintains staff privileges with AnMed Health at its downtown and Women’s and Children’s campuses as well as the Physician Surgery Center in Anderson.  He is on the staff of the Bon Secours St. Francis Hospital System where his clinic is located adjacent to the downtown campus in Greenville.  PCPMG is the only pain clinic in the Upstate that maintains 24/7/365 consultative and physician call coverage for both hospital systems.

Jeffrey N. (Jeff) Thordahl

Copper Dome Strategies, LLC

Columbia, SC

Jeff Thordahl joined Copper Dome Strategies, LLC, a subsidiary of Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A., in December 2011 as a lobbyist and consultant. Prior to his experience in private consulting, he was based in Columbia, S.C., working in the governmental relations department of CSX Transportation as the vice president of public affairs for the Carolinas. Jeff previously spent several years as the in-house state government representative for SCANA Corporation headquartered in the Midlands. He also served as executive assistant for governmental affairs and legal counsel to South Carolina Governor Carroll Campbell. 
During law school, and upon graduation, Mr. Thordahl was staff counsel for the S.C. Office of Senate Research. 

EDUCATION
University of South Carolina, School of Law, J.D., 1989
Wake Forest University, B.S. Cum Laude, Mathematical Economics, 1986

T. Scott Beck
S.C. Worker's Compensation Commission

Columbia, SC

Commissioner Beck was appointed to the South Carolina Workers’ Compensation Commission on June 30, 2008.  In 2010, he was elected by the Commission as Interim Chairman and in December 2012, Governor Haley nominated Commissioner Beck for reappointment as Chairman. 

He graduated with a BS degree from Penn State in 1981 and from the USC School of Law in 1999. Prior to joining the Commission, he served in various positions in Law Enforcement from 1979-1996 and most recently as an Assistant Attorney General from 2000-2008 prosecuting healthcare fraud cases.  Commissioner Beck served as a city councilman in North Augusta, South Carolina from 1993-1996, and was elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives, serving from 1996-2000.

