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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

 David A. Maxfield
Dave Maxfield, Attorney, LLC

Columbia, SC

Dave Maxfield is the two-time Chairman of the Consumer Law section of the South Carolina Bar and a member of the National Association of Consumer Advocates (NACA) and Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association (PIABA).

He has represented hundreds of individual consumers in cases against banks, credit reporting agencies, and insurance companies.

In 2003, Dave obtained one of the highest punitive damage verdicts in America against a creditor in a credit reporting case.

Dave has taught more than 20 Continuing Legal Education (CLE) programs to other lawyers, and speaks regularly in the media and to law students on issues affecting consumers. In addition to speaking on consumer law issues, he frequently trains other lawyers on the use of technology, and was a speaker at the American Bar Association’s National Techshow in Chicago in 2011, 2012 and 2013. He has also trained law students at the University of Colorado, UCLA, William & Mary, and Harvard Law School on technology use. Articles by and about him have appeared in South Carolina Lawyer Magazine, ABA Magazine, and Lawyer’s Weekly newspaper.

Dave currently serves as the Editor of the Richland County Bar Newsletter. He loves soccer, Crossfit, and spending time with his family

Eric S. Reed
Reed Law Firm, PA

Columbia, SC

Eric S. Reed is a consumer bankruptcy attorney primarily representing debtors in Chapter 7 and 13 bankruptcies.  He is the sole owner of Reed Law Firm, P.A., which has office locations in Columbia and Florence, South Carolina.  Eric obtained his B.A. in 1995 from the University of South Carolina and his J.D. in 1998 from the USC School of Law.  He has practiced bankruptcy law since 1999 and opened Reed Law Firm, P.A. in 2005.  Eric is an active participant in many indigent and public service programs, including the SC Pro Bono program, Lawyers4Vets and Ask-a-Lawyer.  Eric has previously spoken for the SC Bar Association, SC Bankruptcy Lawyers Association, US Bankruptcy Court and the Paralegal Association of SC.

Hon. John E. Waites
U.S. Bankruptcy Court

Columbia, SC

The Honorable John E. Waites was appointed as a U.S. Bankruptcy Judge for the District of South Carolina on June 27, 1994, and served as the District’s Chief Bankruptcy Judge from March 1, 2006 until March 1, 2013. On October 1, 2013, he was appointed by the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court to serve on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Bankruptcy System.  He presently serves as the secretary for the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ) and previously served as an NCBJ board member from 2010 – 2014 as well as the co-chair for the organization’s Legislative Committee.  He also served as a member and chairman of the Bankruptcy Judges Advisory Group for the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts from 2008 - 2013. He presently serves as a member of the Access to Justice Commission of the S.C. Supreme Court and the South Carolina Bar’s Pro Bono Committee.  He is the recipient of the following awards: South Carolina Legal Services’ Access to Justice Award (2013), S.C. Bar’s Pro Bono Award (2013), S.C. Bankruptcy Law Association’s J. Bratton Davis Professionalism Award (2014), Richland County Bar Association’s Matthew J. Perry, Jr. Civility Award (2015), Legal Services Corporation’s Pro Bono Service Award (2016).   

John Julius (Jack) Pringle, Jr. 
Adams and Reese LLP

Columbia, SC

Practicing law since 1996, Jack focuses on privacy, information security, and information governance; administrative and regulatory law; appellate law and practice; public utilities; securities; environmental law and land use litigation; and class action litigation. 

Jack helps businesses protect, manage, and communicate information lawfully and effectively, and has received the Information Privacy Professional (CIPP-US) designation from the International Association of Privacy Professionals (“IAPP”). 

He has litigated tax cases, securities investigations, certificate of need applications, procurement matters, environmental permitting cases, disadvantaged business enterprise applications and alcohol licensing applications. Jack has represented public utilities and transportation companies before the South Carolina Public Service Commission, and in other litigation and regulatory matters. 

His representation in these matters has extended to numerous appeals argued before the South Carolina Supreme Court and the South Carolina Court of Appeals.

Jason D. Wyman
Rogers Townsend & Thomas, PC

Columbia, SC

Jason Wyman is an attorney with Rogers Townsend & Thomas, PC and he concentrates his practice in bankruptcy and creditors’ rights with particular concentration in representing mortgage lenders in bankruptcy cases.  He is admitted to practice in South Carolina and Georgia.  Jason is a graduate of Clemson University and a magna cum laude graduate of the Charleston School of Law.  While in law school, Jason worked as a Legal Writing Teaching Fellow and served as the Senior Articles Editor of the Charleston Law Review.  He received the ABA-ALI Scholarship Award and CALI awards in Legal Research and Writing, Sports Law, and Equity.  Jason was a member of the Moot Court Board and prevailed at the Washington, DC regional of the ABA National Appellate Advocacy Competition, where his team won best brief in the region and advanced to the national finals.  

Marilyn E.L. Gartley
(Course Planner)
S.C. Attorney General's Office

Columbia, SC

Marilyn Elaine Gartley, Office of the Attorney General Securities Division, practices in the areas of commercial litigation, securities, heath care law, and bankruptcy. Ms. Gartley has extensive experience in the e-discovery arena.

 After graduating law school in 2008, Ms. Gartley served as a law clerk to the Honorable John E. Waites of the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of South Carolina. After spending one-and-a-half years in commercial and consumer bankruptcy practice as debtors’ counsel, in March of 2011, Ms. Gartley joined Anderson & Associates, P.A. and served as staff attorney for Chapter 7 Panel Bankruptcy Trustee for the District of South Carolina, Robert F. Anderson, until October of 2016. Ms. Gartley’s practice with Trustee Anderson was primarily dedicated to complex commercial litigation that involved the investigation into, analysis of, and the pursuit of causes of action to settlement or judgment for the benefit of the debtor’s estate and its creditors and in addition, a substantial portion of her practice was dedicated to the evaluation and application of federal and state statutory law and attendant regulatory schemes to the debtors’ estates being administered by the Trustee. In October of 2016, Ms. Gartley joined the Office of the South Carolina Attorney General as an Assistant Attorney General in the Securities Regulation and Enforcement Division. 

Ms. Gartley earned her Juris Doctor, cum laude, from the University of South Carolina School of Law where she was a member of the student editorial staff of the ABA Real Property, Probate & Trust Journal. She also served as secretary for the American Constitution Society. In addition, Ms. Gartley was a research assistant for Professor Nathan M. Crystal and Professor David G. Owen. She received the CALI Excellence for the Future Award in both Products Liability Research Seminar and Law and Literature. 

Ms. Gartley takes an active interest in the rights and protections of South Carolina’s citizens through her current position as the Chair of the South Carolina Bar’s Consumer Law Section. Likewise, Ms. Gartley served as an appointed member of the Advisory Committee on Rules and Practice of the Bankruptcy Court from 2012 to 2016. In addition, Ms. Gartley currently serves as a Committee-member of the Bankruptcy Court’s Credit Abuse Resistance Education community outreach program. Finally, Ms. Gartley has been actively involved in making a difference through her service as a former member of the board of directors for the local Columbia chapter of the national non-profit organization, Girls on the Run for the last six years.

Michael V. Pratt
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

Columbia, SC
Michael Pratt is a member of the Encompass Project Management team in the Columbia, SC office of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP. He has experience coordinating with various clients and case counsel as well as leading teams of document reviewers and managing various phases of review for large-scale discovery projects.
Michael’s background includes project management in connection with pharmaceutical, antitrust, insurance, intellectual property, products liability, and other matters, including training and supervision of hundreds of contract attorneys for multimillion page reviews.  Michael is natively fluent in reading, writing, and speaking Spanish.

