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Claire T. Manning
Chicago Title Insurance Co.

Columbia, SC

Claire T. Manning, Esquire, is Vice President and State Manager for Chicago Title Insurance Company. She received her B.A. degree from the College of Journalism, University of South Carolina in 1978 (summa cum laude), where she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and her J.D. degree from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1981. While in law school she was a member of Wig and Robe and on The Moot Court Board.
She is a member of the South Carolina Bar, including the Real Property Section, the Richland Bar Association, and the South Carolina Women Lawyers Association. She currently serves as a member of the Council of the Real Property Section of the South Carolina Bar. She was in private practice in real estate development in Columbia for eleven years prior to her association with Chicago Title Insurance Company in 1992. She was Underwriting Counsel for Chicago Title prior to her current job, which she began in 2008. She is author of South Carolina Bar’s publication, Handbook for South Carolina Dirt Lawyers, the Title Insurance chapter of the Bar’s 2012 publication Practical Guide to Commercial Real Estate in South Carolina, and the Landlord and Tenant section of South Carolina Jurisprudence.  She is a Fellow of the American College of Mortgage Attorneys. She is a past President of Palmetto Land Title Association and the recipient of its J. Lee McDonald Award. She has been an Adjunct Professor at the University of South Carolina School of Law, teaching Real Estate Transactions I. She has been a frequent lecturer in corporate seminars, law school classes, Bar seminars and land title association seminars. Visit Claire’s blog at http://letstalkdirtsc.wordpress.com/.

Cynthia Cooper

Cooper Group LLC

Brandon, MS

Cynthia Cooper is a best-selling author, consultant and internationally recognized speaker on ethical leadership and corporate governance best practices. She was named one of Time Magazine’s Persons of the Year for her role in uncovering the fraud at WorldCom, one of the largest corporate frauds in history. In addition, Cynthia was featured as one of twenty-five most influential working mothers in Working Mother magazine.
 Cynthia is a recipient of the Maria & Sidney E. Rolfe Award for her contributions to educating the public about economics, business and finance. She is the first woman to be inducted into the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants Business Hall of Fame. In addition, Cynthia is an inaugural inductee of the Institute of Internal Auditors American Hall of Distinguished Audit Practitioners, and she is the first woman to receive the American Accounting Association’s Accounting Exemplar Award.

Cynthia has been featured in national periodicals such as The Wall Street Journal, USA Today, CFO Magazine and Business Week. She has served on panels with notables such as Anderson Cooper, Donna Brazile, and Grover Norquist and has appeared on programs including Fox Business’ America’s Nightly Scoreboard, PBS’s Tavis Smiley, NBC’s The Today Show, ABC’s This Week with George Stephanopoulos, CSPAN’s BookTV, CNBC’s The Big Idea with Donnie Deutsch, and CNBC’s Squawk Box.

Cynthia serves on the Board of Directors for the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy Center for the Public Trust. Cynthia previously served as a member of the Standing Advisory Group of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB) and was Chairman of the Board of Regents for the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners.

Cynthia served as Vice President for MCI where she and her team helped the company move forward and successfully emerge from bankruptcy. Cynthia began her career in public accounting and previously worked in Atlanta, Georgia for Deloitte and Touche and Pricewaterhouse.

Cynthia Durham Blair

(Course Planner)
Blair Cato Pickren Casterline, LLC

Columbia, SC

Cynthia Durham Blair graduated from Florida State University (BS 1990), the University of South Carolina School of Law (JD 1992) and the University of South Carolina School of Business (MIBS 1995).  She was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1993 and admitted to practice law in Florida in 1995.  She, along with several others, formed the law firm of Blair Cato Pickren Casterline, LLC, in December 2014, where she practices in the areas of residential real estate, title, REO (real-estate owned) and relocation.  Prior to that, she was a shareholder at Rogers Townsend & Thomas, PC, where she had practiced since 2002.  She is also admitted to practice in the United States Supreme Court, the United States District Courts for the District of South Carolina, and the Northern and Southern Districts of Florida.  She is currently serving her second term on the Board of Governors of the American Land Title Association and is also serving on its Agents & Abstracters Section Executive Committee in addition to several other committees and task forces.  In addition, she serves on the Board of the Directors of the Palmetto Land Title Association (“PLTA”), the South Carolina Bar's Real Estate Practices Section Council and Ethics Advisory Committee She is past-President of PLTA and of the Mortgage Lenders Association of Greater Columbia.  She is also a member of the Home Builders Association of Greater Columbia, the South Carolina Women Lawyers Association and the Central Carolina Realtors Association.  She is the recipient of the 2013 Leadership in Law Award from the SC Lawyers Weekly and the Gold Compleat Lawyer Award from the University of South Carolina School of Law.  She has been named to Greater Columbia Business Monthly's Legal Elite for the years 2010- 2014 and was the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's Woman of the Year in 2006.  The 



STATE



 newspaper selected her as one of “20 under 40” award recipients for outstanding business people in the Midlands in 2006 and she received the J. Lee McDonald award for outstanding contributions to the Palmetto Land Title Association in 2010.  She is a frequent speaker on real estate and real estate-related topics at CLE and other real estate industry seminars.  

 

 



She is married to Scott Blair, who is an investigator with the Richland County Sheriff's Department and they have two children.  They reside in Hopkins with their three dogs and four cats, all but one of which are rescued animals.

  

Eric Biggers
Iberia Bank Mortgage

Little Rock, AR

Eric is currently the Chief Compliance Officer for IBERIABANK Mortgage, joining the company in 2014.  Prior to joining IBERIABANK, he was part of Bank of America Home Loans holding roles within finance, risk, and compliance groups.  Before focusing on the area of mortgage originations and servicing, he worked with Frito-Lay, Power-One, and Electronic Data Systems.  Eric is a graduate of the United States Naval Academy and also earned an MBA from the Southern Methodist University - Cox School of Business.  During his tenure in the Navy, he served as a Surface Warfare Officer (Nuclear) on the USS BARRY (DDG-52) and the USS George Washington (CVN-73).  He resides in Little Rock, Arkansas with his wife, Amanda, and young daughter, Audrey.

Julia Prater
Columbia Housing Authority

Columbia, SC

Julia Prater, Special Projects Consultant to the Executive Director, Columbia Housing Authority, has a B.A. and a Master’s degree from Morehead State University in Kentucky.  She moved to South Carolina in 1979 to run a program for the City of Columbia and local lending institutions to develop homeownership and homeowner rehabilitation programs.  She joined the Housing Authority in 1985 and as Deputy of Affordable Housing led the successful application and implementation of two major HOPE VI grants that resulted in the revitalization of the former Hendley Homes public housing project into the thirty million dollar Rosewood Hills new development and revitalization of the former Saxon Homes public housing project into the seventy-five million dollar Celia Saxon new development.  These two developments involved successful utilization of a variety of funding sources which included HOPE VI grant funds, Low Income Housing Tax Credits, HOME funds, FHLB AHP grants, FHLB EDGE Loan, New Market Tax Credits, Empowerment Zone Grant, and infrastructure grants from the City of Columbia.  The resulting developments included 433 housing units in a mix of assisted and market rate rental units, homeownership units and a commercial development. Mrs. Prater currently as CHA principal liaison to CHA’s co-developer for the implementation of a HUD approved Choice Neighborhood Plan for the redevelopment of Columbia’s East Central community, which includes two obsolete public housing projects.

Kevin Garrison
Sowell, Gray, Robinson, Stepp & Lafitte, LLC

Columbia, SC
M. Kevin Garrison is a member of Sowell, Gray, Robinson, Stepp & Lafitte, LLC, in Columbia, South Carolina. Mr. Garrison’s practice areas include commercial and residential real estate transactions, real estate development and community association law, loan workouts, corporate law, banking law and commercial law. 

He represents buyers, sellers and commercial lenders (ranging from local community banks to national institutions) in all aspects of commercial transactions, including, but not limited to, real estate and construction financing, asset-based lending, SBA 504 loans and loan workouts. Mr. Garrison is also a designated closing attorney under the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Grow (formerly 504) loan program.

 
He is an approved attorney for Chicago Title Insurance Company, Fidelity National Title Insurance Company, Commonwealth Land Title Insurance Company and Investors Title Insurance Company. 

Michelle L. Korsmo
American Land Title Association

Washington, DC

Michelle Korsmo is the chief executive officer of the American Land Title Association.  

Recognized for her strategic vision, management skills, and problem-solving abilities.  Michelle joined ALTA in April 2008.  Since then, she has been instrumental in rejuvenating the trade association to compete in a changing market place.  In the years she has been with ALTA, the association has achieved record membership levels, created the Title Action Network to increase the effectiveness of the industry’s advocacy efforts, greatly increased contributions to the Title Industry Political Action Committee and revamped the membership and communications benefits for the association’s membership.  Most significantly, ALTA has produced a solution to lender’s requirements to oversee third-party service provider activities through the creation of the Title Insurance and Settlement Company Best Practices.  This industry driven solution has been well received by industry and regulators alike. 

Michelle came to ALTA after serving as executive vice president of Americans for Prosperity Foundation, where she doubled the size of the organization in two years.  Previously, Michelle served as deputy chief of staff to U.S. Secretary of Labor Elaine L. Chao.
Penny Reed
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Shoreview, MN
Penny Reed is the Vice President of Settlement Services at Wells Fargo Home Mortgage.  A 28-year veteran of the mortgage industry, Reed has been with Wells Fargo for more than 20 years in various positions including underwriting, credit risk management, capital markets and agency relations. 

Penny is currently responsible for leading the business architecture activities of the Strategic Partner Management Group, which include vendor management, settlement services joint venture oversight, as well as strategic vendor opportunity identification and assessment for Wells Fargo business units. 
Tyler Gregg
Bell Carrington & Price, LLC

Columbia, SC

Tyler Gregg is counsel in the Real Estate and Corporate group, where his primary practice areas include corporate, real estate transactions, real estate finance, creditor’s rights, litigation and insurance defense.  As the managing partner for the Firm’s Columbia office, Mr. Gregg leads a team that focuses on providing a single solution outlook for complex transactions.  The Real Estate and Corporate group lends practical legal advice to a broad spectrum of industry participants.  Mr. Gregg possesses extensive expertise encompassing asset acquisition, asset disposition, real estate development, land use, leasing and management, alternative risk vehicles, corporate governance, and M&A transactions.

Education:  

  Charleston School of Law, J.D.

  University of South Carolina, B.S. 

