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Joseph J. Tierney, Jr. 
Young Clement Rivers 

Charleston, SC 
 

Joseph J. Tierney, Jr. practices primarily in the areas of professional liability and commercial 

litigation.  Before joining the firm, he clerked for the Honorable Edward B. Cottingham, resident 

circuit judge for the Fourth Circuit of South Carolina. Joe handles numerous business, nursing 

home, commercial litigation, and products liability cases. Since joining Young Clement Rivers in 

1999, he has received multiple state court defense verdicts representing individual physicians in 

cases involving alleged physician negligence, local hospitals in negligence actions and private 

businesses in premises liability cases. In addition to his state court practice, he has successfully 

Received defense verdicts in U.S. District Court for individual physicians, pharmaceutical 

defendants, hospitals and lawyers. Joe is a member of the Charleston County Bar Association, 

South Carolina Bar Association, International Association of Defense Counsel, ALFA 

International, Health Care Section, Contributor to Health Care Compendium, Widows and 

Orphans Society and the Grace Episcopal Church. 

 

Education: 

Mississippi College of Law, J.D. 1997 

University of South Carolina, B.A. 1993 

 

 

William S.F. Freeman 
Thomerson Freeman & Rogers P.C. 

Greenville, SC 
 

William S. F. Freeman is an experienced civil litigation attorney.  He has represented a variety of 

clients, including for-profit hospitals, medical practices, Fortune 500 companies, the FDIC, and 

individuals.  Mr. Freeman has tried cases in arbitration, litigation, and on appeal – and even once 

settled a lawsuit for a pony.  Mr. Freeman graduated from the University of South Carolina 

School of Law in 1999.  He is admitted to practice law in the State and Federal Courts of South 

Carolina and North Carolina. 

 

 

 

 

 



Jon A. Wallace 
Ford Wallace Thomson LLC 

Charleston, SC 
 

Mr. Wallace practices in the areas of pharmacy and drug law including Board of Pharmacy, SC 

Bureau of Drug Control, DEA, FDA, PBMs, wholesalers, and other related regulatory areas. 

Addition to his practice at Ford Wallace Thomson, LLC, he serves as General Counsel for the 

South Carolina Pharmacy Association and is Adjunct Assistant Professor at the Medical 

University of South Carolina College of Pharmacy and Clinical Associate Professor at the 

University of South Carolina College of Pharmacy. He participates with the Health Care Law 

Section at the South Carolina Bar, and is affiliated with the American Society of Pharmacy Law 

(ASPL) and the Food Drug Law Institute (FLDI). 

 

Education: 

University of South Carolina, J.D. 2003 

University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill, B.S. 1997 

 

 

Matthew “Matt” R. Hubbell 
K&L Gates LLP 

Charleston, SC 
 

Matthew Hubbell is a partner in the firm’s Charleston office, where he focuses on white collar 

criminal defense and False Claims Act litigation. Mr. Hubbell began his legal career in 1991 as 

an Assistant United States Attorney for the District of South Carolina, where he gained extensive 

experience prosecuting complex white-collar cases. He subsequently entered private practice in 

his own firm, where for 17 years his clients included local and global companies, various health 

care providers, defense contractors, and numerous CEOs in complex white collar and False 

Claims Act matters. With many years of white collar and False Claims Act litigation experience, 

Hubbell represents companies and corporate executives in internal investigations, grand jury 

investigations, parallel proceedings, litigation, and trials in various areas, including antitrust, 

anti-corruption, health care, environmental, tax, bank fraud, public corruption, securities, 

customs, forfeiture, and false claims (whistleblowers). 

 

As an Assistant United States Attorney for nearly 10 years, Hubbell gained recognition for 

prosecuting numerous complex white-collar crimes involving health care fraud, false claims, 

environmental crime, securities fraud, computer crimes, wire and mail fraud, tax and money 

laundering offenses, and public corruption. Among his more high-profile cases were his 

prosecutions of the first federal criminal health fraud case tried in the District of South Carolina, 

a shipping company in the largest federal oil spill case in South Carolina, and a state judge for 

fraud and attempted murder for hire. In private practice, among many other notable successes, 

Hubbell won a not guilty verdict for his client in a lengthy federal antitrust trial in Charlotte, 

N.C, and a not guilty verdict for his client in a significant federal Clean Water Act case tried in 

Charleston, S.C. He also recently successfully represented a S.C. legislator in one of the high-

profile prosecutions targeting members of the S.C. General Assembly. 

 



Beattie B. Ashmore 
Beattie B. Ashmore, PA 

Greenville, SC 
 

Mr. Ashmore has been practicing law in South Carolina for over twenty years. He has an AV 

rating from Martindale-Hubbell which is the highest rank given in legal ability and ethical 

standards. He was born in Greenville, South Carolina in 1959. He graduated from the College of 

Charleston in l98l. After graduating from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 

1986, he clerked for Bankruptcy Judges for four years. From 1990 through 1996, Mr. Ashmore 

was an Assistant United States Attorney in South Carolina. He spent three years in the civil 

division and three years in the criminal division. His civil division areas of practice involved 

defending the United States and its agencies in all areas of civil litigation. His civil trial 

experience included wrongful death, medical malpractice, various tort actions and asset 

forfeiture. While in the criminal division of the United States Attorney's Office, Mr. Ashmore 

prosecuted several cases including bank fraud, wire fraud, mail fraud, weapons charges, 

bankruptcy fraud, securities fraud, bank robbery, money laundering, and drug offenses. In Mr. 

Ashmore's last year as an Assistant United States Attorney, he had the highest number of 

convictions in the State of South Carolina with over 160 convictions. He received a special 

commendation from the Director of the FBI in 1993 for the successful conviction at trial of two 

defendants in a white-collar fraud case. 

 

Mr. Ashmore's trial experience includes dozens of criminal trials as a Federal prosecutor. These 

cases included bankruptcy fraud, bank fraud, mail fraud, wire fraud, and numerous drug offenses 

including multi-defendant conspiracy cases. He has also represented hundreds of individuals in 

State and Federal criminal courts having tried cases ranging from DUI to murder. Mr. Ashmore 

has argued before the Fourth Circuit and the State of South Carolina Court of Appeals and 

Supreme Court. He obtained a reversal of a voluntary manslaughter conviction in the State of 

South Carolina Supreme Court and was lead counsel in the underlying murder trial. In 2006, the 

Chief of the Federal District Court in South Carolina granted a suppression motion filed by Mr. 

Ashmore after a two-day hearing which was related to an unconstitutional dog search and seizure 

on Interstate 85. The indictment was dismissed. 

 

Mr. Ashmore has defended an international mining company against nine hundred and seventy-

five individual federal lawsuits; an oil company that discharged one million gallons of diesel fuel 

into the Reedy River in a class action and related criminal case; and a trucking company in an 

eighteen-million-dollar settlement of three Federal wrongful death lawsuits. He has defended 

corporate defendants and their employees in criminal cases ranging from environmental crimes 

to securities fraud to obstruction of justice charges. He has spoken at numerous legal conferences 

and he has been interviewed on the Fox News Network's nationally televised "On the Record 

with Greta Van Susteren". Mr. Ashmore has handled cases in the District of Columbia, the U.S. 

Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, North Carolina, Missouri, and Kentucky. He has been associated as 

local counsel to some of the largest law firms in the country. 

 

In 2000, Mr. Ashmore was appointed by the Federal District Court in Anderson, South Carolina, 

to serve as the Receiver in an effort to recover over 50 million dollars in a criminal prosecution 

of an international fraud ring. Over 25 million dollars was returned to the 900 investors making 

this one of the most successful Receiverships in the country. In 2006, he was appointed by the 



State of South Carolina Circuit Court as Trustee in a civil action in Greenville County involving 

the handling of electronic personal data. In 2007, he was appointed by the Federal District Court 

in Charleston, South Carolina to serve as Trustee in a criminal case involving nine defendants 

and allegations of securities fraud of over 30 million dollars. In 2007, he was appointed Receiver 

by the Federal District Court in Columbia, South Carolina in the "Three Hebrew Boys" matter, a 

criminal case with allegations of an eighty-million-dollar fraud. To date, Mr. Ashmore has been 

credited with recovering and returning approximately 46% of the loss incurred by the victims. 

 

 

Deborah B. Barbier 
Deborah B. Barbier, LLC 

Columbia, SC 
 

Deborah Barbier graduated from the University of South Carolina School of Law in 1994 and 

was honored to be chosen for two judicial clerkships – one in South Carolina state court for the 

Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit, and then for a federal United States District Court 

judge. During these clerkships, Barbier got a behind the scenes look from the judge’s chambers. 

In 1996, Barbier was appointed an Assistant United States Attorney. From 1996 until 2001, 

Barbier started and led the U.S. Attorney’s Office Affirmative Civil Enforcement (“ACE”) 

Division where she successfully prosecuted multimillion dollar False Claims Act cases against 

hospitals, physicians, defense contractors, durable medical equipment suppliers, dentists and 

pharmacies. 

 

In 2001, Barbier began criminally prosecuting violent crimes, drug trafficking, and white-collar 

crime. In 2003, Barbier was chosen by the United States Attorney to lead the Asset Forfeiture 

Unit. During her tenure, she and her team seized and forfeited millions of dollars from drug 

traffickers and white-collar criminals. In 2007, Barbier was asked to lead the White Collar Crime 

Section in the District of South Carolina. She prosecuted hundreds of white collar criminals 

while supervising all white-collar crime federal prosecutions in the Columbia, Charleston, 

Florence and Greenville offices. In 2011, Barbier left government service and went into private 

practice. Her practice focuses on federal and state criminal defense, Qui Tams/False Claims Act 

actions, and business litigation. 

 

 

E. Bart Daniel 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP 

Charleston, SC 
 

E. Bart Daniel served as United States Attorney for the District of South Carolina from 1989 

until 1992.  While U.S. Attorney, he was presented the United States Attorney’s Flag Award by 

the U.S. Attorney General, the highest award given to any United States Attorney.  Bart 

defended the first federal criminal health care case to go to trial in South Carolina.  He has 

represented numerous health care providers in criminal and civil enforcement investigations over 

the years.  His clients have included hospitals, hospice and DME providers, nursing homes, 

physicians and other health care professionals.  He has represented publicly traded health care 

companies as well as smaller, closely held businesses and individuals. He has successfully 



defended providers in investigations involving violations of the Federal False Claims Act, Stark, 

Anti-kickback, cost reports, and upcoding among others. Bart has co-authored Health Care Fraud 

and Collateral Consequences, 2nd Edition (2011) and the featured article in the South Carolina 

Lawyer entitled “Health Care Reform: Recent Developments in Fraud Enforcement” (September 

2010).  Bart has lectured extensively on health care enforcement to attorneys, providers and 

consultants, as well as government prosecutors, auditors and investigators. 

 

Before joining Nelson Mullins in 2017, Bart was in private practice for over three decades.  In 

addition to health care enforcement, he focused on defending government investigations and 

prosecutions in other white-collar matters. Bart began his career as an Assistant State Attorney 

General in 1980 where he was assigned to its Economic Crime Unit.  He prosecuted white collar 

cases in State Court for two years.  Bart then served as Assistant United States Attorney from 

1982 until 1985 prosecuting fraud, tax, securities and customs violations. Bart is currently 

Immediate Past President of the National Association of Former United States Attorneys.  He 

serves on U.S. Senator Tim Scott’s Federal Judicial Nominating Commission, is a member as 

well as Past Chairman of US Magistrate Judge Merit Selection Panel and served as President of 

the Charleston County Bar in 1994-1995. Bart has been selected each year since 2008 for South 

Carolina Super Lawyers and Best Lawyers in America. He was recently named in the publication 

‘Best Lawyers 2017’ in Charleston, SC Criminal Defense: White Collar “Lawyer of the Year” 

and received a Tier 1 ranking in the 2015 Edition of U.S. News – Best Lawyers “Best Law 

Firms.” He is the co-author of numerous publications involving white collar issues and 

government investigations. 

 

 

Joseph P. Griffith, Jr. 
Joe Griffith Law Firm, LLC 

Mt. Pleasant, SC 
 

Joe Griffith has 25 years of legal experience in federal and state court litigation. As a former 

federal prosecutor, Griffith has tried nearly 30 federal court cases, and his practice is devoted 

exclusively to litigation, with a concentrated focus on federal white collar criminal defense, as 

well as select personal injury and business injury claims. In the white-collar arena, Griffith has 

represented several public, private and non-profit companies and/or their employees in a wide 

variety of matters. In pre-indictment representation, Griffith works tirelessly to gather evidence 

and legal positions to persuade prosecutors to not indict a subject or target of an investigation. In 

the event of an indictment, Griffith has the experience and resources to aggressively defend the 

accused at trial. 

 

In the civil arena, Griffith has both prosecuted and defended multi-million-dollar personal injury 

and business injury claims. Joseph P. Griffith, Jr. has received Martindale-Hubbell's highest AV 

rating, is a member of the Bar Register of Pre-eminent Lawyers and has been chosen one of the 

Best Lawyers in America. 

 

 

 

 



James C. Leventis, Jr. 
U.S. Attorney’s Office 

Columbia, SC 
 

James is an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of South 

Carolina. He is the Affirmative Civil Enforcement Coordinator and is primarily responsible for 

handling federal civil prosecution of health care and procurement fraud cases throughout South 

Carolina.  James joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office as a criminal prosecutor and handled 

narcotics and violent crime cases.  Prior to joining the U.S. Attorney’s Office, James was an 

associate in private civil litigation practices in Columbia, South Carolina and Palo Alto, 

California.   James is a graduate of the Santa Clara University School of Law and received his 

undergraduate degree from the University of Virginia. 

 

 

Ian S. Ford 
Ford Wallace Thomson LLC 

Charleston, SC 
 

Course Planner 
 

Ian Ford is a trial lawyer who has litigated in state and federal courts throughout South Carolina 

and the United States. He is a former partner at Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, South 

Carolina’s largest law firm. Before Nelson Mullins, he was an associate at Hogan & Hartson, a 

1,000+ lawyer international law firm based in Washington, D.C.  

 

Ian has represented clients of all sorts — national corporations, small businesses, and individual 

people. Ian’s experience includes representing international pharmaceutical companies in “bad 

drug” cases; representing property owners’ associations and homeowners’ associations; and 

representing plaintiffs and defendants in class actions. He has represented some of the United 

States’ largest law firms in employment and malpractice cases.  Ian also has advised and 

represented directors and officers (D&O) in litigation and other contexts. Following law school 

at Columbia University, Ian served as a law clerk to federal judge James C. Turk. He is an 

Adjunct Professor at the Charleston School of Law, where he teaches an upper-level class on 

complex litigation. He also has taught legal writing and oral argument at the law school. Ian has 

represented and advised numerous pharmaceutical, biotechnology, and medical device 

companies in product liability, fraud and abuse, government investigations, anti-kickback, and 

other matters.  He has represented and advised hospitals and physician practice groups in 

disputes involving non-compete agreements, physician contracts, billing, patient claims, and 

health care vendor relationships. Ian also has conducted numerous pre-launch and post-launch 

reviews for health care clients.  That work has included, for example, pre-launch review and 

analysis of pharmaceuticals for potential legal vulnerabilities, including of the Investigational 

New Drug Application (IND) and New Drug Application (NDA).  He has reviewed and analyzed 

post-launch marketing of major healthcare products, including in-house audits and interviews 

when there were concerns about regulatory and product liability issues. 

 

 

 



For years, Ian has taught an upper-level class at the Charleston School of Law that includes the 

evaluation and use of scientific evidence in litigation. 

 

Ian is ranked as AV, the highest rating for legal skills and ethics awarded by Martindale, a 

national attorney index: Ian Ford’s Profile on Martindale. He is licensed to practice law in South 

Carolina, the District of Columbia, and Maryland. 
 
 

 


