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Lawrence Watson
Upchurch, Watson, White & Max

Maitland, FL

Lawrence M. Watson, Jr. graduated from the University of Florida in 1966, with a major in English and a Bachelor of Arts degree from the College of Arts and Sciences.  In 1969, he received a J.D. degree from the University of Florida College of Law where he was on the Editorial Board of The University of Florida Law Review.

Following admission to The Florida Bar in 1969, he joined the Orlando office of Carlton Fields law firm.  Mr. Watson was a member of that firm from 1969 to 1997 maintaining an extensive trial practice specializing in commercial issues.  His litigation work focused on construction, insurance and reinsurance, anti-trust, professional malpractice, products liability, lender liability and general business disputes.

As an adjunct to his trial practice, Mr. Watson also developed significant experience in Alternative Dispute Resolution processes.  In addition to participating in numerous Arbitration and Special Master procedures as an advocate, and adjudicator, Mr. Watson was in the first class of mediators certified by the Florida Supreme Court at the inception of Florida's statutory ADR program in 1988.  Following his certification, Mr. Watson developed a robust practice as a State and Federal Court Mediator with a specialty in complex, multi-party commercial claims.  

On May 1, 1997, Mr. Watson became a founding partner of Upchurch Watson White & Max, a mediation and alternative dispute resolution firm with offices in Maitland, Daytona Beach, and Miami, Florida as well as Birmingham, Alabama.  As a principal with the firm Mr. Watson has successfully mediated claims in South Carolina, North Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee, Colorado, Illinois, Georgia, the United Kingdom, and the Caribbean Islands as well as his home state of Florida.  He has developed a sub specialty in handling multi-party, complex issue construction claims; an area where he is nationally recognized as a Mediator, Arbitrator, and Dispute Review Board panel member.  

Mr. Watson is a former Chairman and longstanding member of the Florida Supreme Court Standing Committee on Mediation and Arbitration Rules and Procedures - a position appointed by the Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court.  In 1993, Mr. Watson was awarded The Florida Dispute Resolution Center’s Outstanding Achievement Award.  In 2000, he received the Florida Academy of Professional Mediator’s Award of Merit.  In 2007, he was awarded The American College of Civil Trial Mediator’s Lifetime Achievement Award and in 2014 he received Florida Dispute Resolution Center’s Award of Appreciation.

Michael Lomax
High Conflict Institute

San Diego, CA
Michael Lomax is a mediator, lawyer and conflict resolution trainer who has assisted many individuals and organizations in understanding how to manage high conflict disputes. Mr. Lomax’s mediation work makes up approximately 80% of his law practice. He has hundreds of hours of training in mediation, collaborative law and conflict resolution with many organizations.

 

 



Mr. Lomax has conducted hundreds of mediations including workplace, family, police complaint, community, multi-party and court related matters. He has previous experience as the director of a Canadian federal government mediation center serving 27,000 members, where he was responsible for introducing the department’s workplace conflict resolution program and supervising a team of mediators and trainers. He has conducted many toxic workplace interventions involving up to 50 employees.


 



Mr. Lomax is a highly experienced trainer having designed and delivered many workshops and courses for government, corporations, military and law enforcement agencies, human resources and union organizations. He is a member of MediateBC’s Board of Directors and is a mentor with MediateBC’s Regional Mentoring Program. He is HCI’s only Canadian Associate.


Jill E.M. HaLevi
(Course Planner)

Office of Jill E.M. HaLevi, Mediation & Legal Services
Charleston, SC

Jill HaLevi graduated from the University of Michigan Law School and was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1995, and to the South Carolina Federal District Court and Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in 2002.  She is certified by the South Carolina Bar as both a family and civil court mediator and she has been trained in victim-offender mediation and Collaborative Law as well. Jill co-founded and chaired the Mediation and Meeting Center of Charleston, where she currently serves as President.  She worked as a County and Federal Public Defender in Charleston for 10 years.  Jill has worked as a contract attorney internationally with the Motley Rice law firm, and she now runs a private practice in Charleston, specializing in mediation, criminal defense (primarily federal) and family law.

  
