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Alaska v. EPA

“It's got to be a good story. Every
lawsuit is a story. | don’t care if it's
about a dry contract interpretation;
you've got two people who want to
accomplish something, and they’re
coming together — that’s a story.”

Chief Justice John Roberts, interview with Brian Garner

For generations, Inupiat Eskimos hunting and
fishing in the DeLong Mountains in Northwest
Alaska had been aware of orange- and red-
stained creek beds in which fish could not
survive. In the 1960s, a bush pilot and part-time
prospector by the name of Bob Baker noticed
striking discolorations in the hills and creek
beds. . . . Baker alerted the U.S. Geological
Survey. . . . Although Baker died before the
significance of his observations became known,
his faithful traveling companion—an Irish Setter
who often flew shotgun—was immortalized by a
geologist who dubbed the creek Baker had
spotted “Red Dog” Creek.
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https://motioncue.com/examples-of-ethos-pathos-and-logos-in-advertisement/

*Graphic created with ChatGPT on November 16, 2025.
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The Psychology of Storytelling

Graphic created with ChatGPT on November 16, 2026
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Storytelling Techniques in Written Advocacy

Graphic created through Perplexity Al on November 14, 2025
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Anatomy of a Story for Written Advocacy

Incident

Evidence as
Timeline/Plot Story
Element

Humanize
Client

Specific and e Narrative

argument

strategy Resolution

General
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Theory of Case as a Story

“This case is about a company that
knew its loading-dock gate had
malfunctioned eight times in six months
yet sent employees into the area
unprotected. On a rainy Tuesday
morning, that predictable hazard
crushed Mr. Lopez’s hand — an injury
the company had been warned would
happen.”

13

Character and Setting

For more than fifteen years, Mr. Holloway ran
the small auto-repair shop his father opened
on the corner of Pine and Lark Streets. The
garage is a two-bay, cinder-block building
where he works side-by-side with two
longtime employees, servicing the same
neighborhood families who have come to him
for decades. On the afternoon in question, he
was in the front office completing inventory
records when the incident occurred in the
customer parking area.”

14
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Character and Setting

“Ms. Liu spent ten years in the lab she
helped build, working beside humming
freezers and long benches crowded
with pipettes and glassware. When her
supervisor began excluding her from
meetings, she was left alone at the far
end of the lab—physically isolated in
the space where she once trained new
researchers.”

15

Highlighting the Inciting Incident

“Everything changed the morning Ms.
Rios reported the accounting
irregularity. Before that report, she had
received three straight years of
‘outstanding’ evaluations. Two weeks
after it, she was reassigned to an
isolated basement office.”

16
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Timeline and Plot

“At 7:42 p.m., Officer Brown radioed
that he had mistaken the address. By
7:49 p.m., the entry team had already
breached the wrong apartment. And by
7:51 p.m., Ms. Harris lay on the kitchen
floor with a gunshot wound. Those nine
minutes show a cascade of preventable
errors.”

17

Evidence as Story Element

“Dr. Patel acted promptly and within the
standard of care. The patient arrived with
nonspecific abdominal pain, normal vitals, no
fever, no focal tenderness. Labs at 11:42 a.m.
were normal, and the 12:17 p.m. ultrasound
showed no signs of appendicitis. Nursing notes
document stable symptoms during repeated
reassessments. Together, these records tell a
simple story: at every decision point, the
available data pointed away from appendicitis,
and Dr. Patel’s care was appropriate.”

18
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Humanize Client

Operating 365 days a year, 24 hours a day,
the Red Dog Mine is the largest private
employer in the Northwest Arctic Borough,
an area roughly the size of the State of
Indiana with a population of about 7,000 . . .
. Prior to the mine’s opening, the average
wage in the borough was well below the
state average; a year after its opening, the
borough'’s average exceeded that of the
State.

See John Roberts Brief in Alaska v. EPA
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Specific and General

“The hospital describes the delay as a routine
‘operational issue.’ But for Mrs. Ellery, it meant
sitting for hours in a hard plastic chair, gripping
the heating pad she’d used all night to manage
the stabbing pain under her ribs. While the
institution offers abstract explanations, the
chart entry at 12:41 p.m. notes she was "pale
and unable to reposition due to pain.” The
clinical record captures what the hospital’s
generalities obscure.”

20
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Counterargument

The defense calls the incident ‘a
spontaneous outburst.’ But that claim
cannot be squared with the fact that
Mr. Ellis texted three separate threats
in the hour beforehand. A spontaneous
outburst is unplanned — this one was
announced.”

21

Narrative Resolution

“When the law is applied to these facts,
the ending is clear: the City created the
risk, ignored repeated warnings, and
caused the harm. The Court should
grant summary judgment and allow Mr.
Daniels to move forward with rebuilding
his life.”

22
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Created with PerplexityAl on November 16, 2025.
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Using Visuals to Tell the Story

Use of Visuals in Briefs

Never 8%
Frequently 24%

Rarely 22%

Sometimes 49%

Wayne Schless, Using Visuals in Briefs, https:/sites.utexas.edu/legalwriting/2020/11/08/visuals-in-briefs-part-1/

25
Focuses the reader on the core narrative
Reduces cognitive load and clarifies complexity
Allows the court to see your client’s “universe”
26
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Organizational

Representative Interpretive

See Jacqueline Celebrezze, Drawing Connections: A Guide to Visual Advocacy for Lawyers,
https://wabarnews.org/2024/06/11/drawing-connections-a-guide-to-visual-advocacy-for-lawyers/
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MAPS

https://write.law/blog/essential-guide-to-visuals

28
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TRADEMARK DISPUTES

See https://write.law/blog/essential-guide-to-visuals
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Screen Shots

Briefing Visually by Robert Dubose

30
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Photographs

See https://write.law/blog/essential-guide-to-visuals
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Charts and Graphs

See https://write.law/blog/essential-guide-to-visuals

32
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Charts and Graphs

See Adam L. Rosman, Visualizing the Law: Using Charts, Diagrams and Other Images to Improve Legal Briefs, 63 J. of Leg. Ed. 70, 71 (2013).

33

« Keep visuals simple,
high-contrast, and

PF !
*?‘. f"‘f professional.
-@- » Use short phrases on
i the visual; let the
rieS brief’s text carry
nuance.
* Use visuals sparingly
to clarify or

emphasize a key part
of the story.

34
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Pace Yourself

“[Pacing] It's a word I've used a lot
because | think it's important: good
pacing. . . . The pacing—bringing the
reader along at the particular speed
you want, for the effect you want—is, |
think, very important.”

l'\\

Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr.

Julie Oseid, Liven Their Lives Up a Little Bit. Good Pacing Persuades Judges, 24 Legal Writing 239 (2020).
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Confirm your analogies make sense

TWORRY THAT
ALL OF MY WISDOM
15 DERIVED FROM
BAD ANALOGIES.

e )

www.dilbert.com scottadama ¥ aol com

RATBERT, SOMETIMES
A GOOD WINE HAS TO
AGE BEFORE IT IS
PERFECT.

\

10 3% C% ©2006 Scont Adams, Inc /Dist. by UFS, Inc

0. T0THE
ILLGET  exTENT
SMARTER  THAT YOU
OVER  ARE LIKE
TIME? A GRAPE,

Rl |

:]ﬁ\gq' e {3
oF ¢

i

© Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

See John H. Larsen, Using Visuals to Better Communicate Logic in Legal Reasoning, 25 LEGAL WRITING 285 (2021).

36
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Avoid Hyperbole

« Claiming "three” as “many”

» Describing a good faith production of
documents as "a mountain of irrelevant
documents”

« Characterizing the opposing party’s brief as
containing "the most outlandish thing
anyone has ever written"

» Claiming a minor procedural error has
"fatally destroyed all notions of due
process”

37

Disclose adverse authority
and relevant counterarguments

“The ostrich is
a noble animal,
but nota
proper model
for an appellate
advocate”

See Beth Scherer, The ostrich is a noble animal, but not a proper model for an appellate advocate™: Seventh Circuit Chastises Attorneys for Ignoring
Controlling Precedent, https://ncapb.foxrothschild.com/2011/11/28/the-ostrich-is-a-noble-animal-but-not-a-proper-model-for-an-appellate-advocate-seventh-
circuit-chastises-attorneys-for-ignoring-controlling-precedent/

38
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Channel your inner
John Roberts: let
storytelling guide
the court through
your analysis, not
stand in for it.

Source Shutterstock
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Source Wikimedia Commons
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James Edwin McTeer, Jr.
December 29, 1903 - April 19, 1979

“Legendary Lawman, Author, Spellbinder and Raconteur”

--- Inscription on the J.E. McTeer Bridge in Port Royal, S.C.

Ed McTeer made history early and often. When he became Sheriff of Beaufort County at age
22, he was the youngest sheriff in the country. Thirty-seven years later, he would be the
longest-serving sheriff. And he was -— as far as we know -- the only sheriff in the country who

was also a witch doctor.

Ed was born on December 29, 1903, in Hardeeville, South Carolina. His father, James
Edward (“Jim Eddie”) McTeer Sr., was a farmer and also Beaufort County's sheriff. Ed’s
mother, Florence Percy Heyward, was the great-great-granddaughter of Thomas Heyward,

signer of the Declaration of Independence. Florence was reputed to have been clairvoyant.

Jim Eddie died in office as Sheriff in 1925. On February 11, 1926, Ed was appointed to
complete his father's unexpired term. He would win re-election every term until 1963. During
that time, the sheriff was the highest authority in the County, leading Ed to be referred to
often as the “High Sheriff.” Ed’s encounters with bootleggers, rumrunners, murderers, a

white dolphin, and a nudist colony became the stuff of legend.

Herbert Ravenel Sass described Ed McTeer inThe Story of the South Carolina
Lowcountry (1956) as “a man of imposing stature, he is well liked for his warm personality
and courteous manners. It is by men such as he, that progress is promoted, communities

built, and the best interests of the public are preserved.” (p. 403).

Storytelling was a foundation of Ed’s way of life. It was his way of connecting with people. He
rarely carried a gun because he believed that there was no one he couldn’t convince through
moral suasion to do what he wanted him to do. It was his affinity for connecting with people
through storytelling that led Ed to become a nationally renowned witch doctor. In the 1930s,

as Ed patrolled the sea islands, he encountered root doctors—Gullah healers who brewed



potions from roots and used hoodoo rituals to ward off evil or, sometimes, to control other
people. Ed was troubled that these root doctors, including Dr. Buzzard and Dr. Eagle, were
selling potions for human consumption, which constituted practicing medicine without a
license. Spells and roots were fine, but Ed drew the line at selling medicine. Rather than
dismiss these practices as superstition, though, Ed declared himself a witch doctor. He
claimed to have learned the dark arts at the knee of a descendant of an African witch doctor,
who lived on Ed’s family’s farm when he was growing up. The local doctors eventually

accepted Ed as their peer, and they agreed to stop selling medicine.

The voodoo vernacular began as Ed’s way of connecting with the people of the Sea Islands
whom he served as Sheriff, but he would become nationally known as a voodoo healer. He
was called a “white witch doctor” — not because of his race, but because he practiced only
white magic, removing spells using roots made with dirt from a preacher’s grave rather than
black magic, which would require roots made with dirt from a murderer’s grave. Ed received
visits and letters from people across the country who had had evil spells cast on them. He
even received referrals from the Medical University of South Carolina of patients suffering
debilitating physicalillnesses after having roots put on them. In private Ed would call himself
a “poor man’s psychiatrist”, a nod to the fact that most of his patients suffered from
psychosomaticillnesses. To his patients, though, he could see the evilaura around them and
knew just the magic needed to remove it. His early rivals, Dr. Buzzard and Dr. Eagle,

eventually became his friends and colleagues.

Ed was an avid outdoorsman and an expert on all things Nature. During World War I, he took
a leave from his sheriff duties to command the 6th Naval District's Mounted Beach Patrol,
leading horseback units to scour the coastline for German U-boats and saboteurs—a role
that married his Lowcountry savvy with national defense. He hunted, fished, and boated his

entire life, and he was an expert on the outdoors.

Ed loved telling stories. He would tell his grandchildren that every day brought a new
experience and another story to tell. He said that everyone had one book in him, and they

should write it. He wrote four books, beginning in 1970 with High Sheriff of the Low Country



(1970). The book starts off with "Rum-Running Days" and weaves through "Witchcraft" and
"Murder," offering vivid vignettes of chases and charms. He followed up in 1971 with
Beaufort, Now and Then, a loving history of Beaufort County, and in 1972 with Adventure in
the Woods and Waters of the Low Country, a page-turner filled with stories of hunting,
fishing, and boating. He even included a collection of poems that he had written. In 1976 he
finished with Fifty Years as a Low Country Witch Doctor, inwhich he chronicles half a century

of encounters with root doctors and hoodoo practitioners.

Ed McTeer died on April 19, 1979, at age 75, leaving his wife of more than fifty years Lucille,
his children Mookie, Sally, Georgianna, James Edwin lll, and Thomas, and a bevy of
grandchildren. The McTeer Bridge, dedicated in 1981, bears a plaque hailing him as

"legendary lawman, author, spellbinder, and raconteur."



Ed’s Poems



Capers Recollections

1 refirned © CapersIsland
HAs “1 did in days of yjore—
And the memories came back. (I
Fooding like the tides upon her-Shové;
] Sank in reveric gentie —rm——_—
HAs there 7 stood
By the ashes of a campfire
That 7 left in Capers wood.
Once againd tFamp her woodland
Where D funted deerand coor_
TAnd 1 hear the wild ducks talking
I an old saltmarsh lagoon.

nd 7 gaze out on the occan

At the Vastiiess of it all
When you stand beside %zkmf‘baﬁ
Don't you feel very snall ?

%ygur ¢go and importance

A seem o fdd&/@f |

tor you spend but a flecling moment

T the universe e {ldd(’
“Tonight when1 lie slecping
With my head upon her sod
Fnd. the stars dispel the darkness
T _feel very close 1 God-~



Mctamorphosis

1 never had fels- better, Tt was a bitiar pill to swallow,
last’ vight when ] went” 1 bed; éut’nawfl{nawcﬁumﬂ:

but when T awoke this maning Ol agt demands her payment;

7 found. my youth, had fld. gﬂaacgff it” from my youtty.

My boyfood, friends had aged sofast] My medicine cabiet is wellstacked,
lﬁqrﬁadm{.sympazﬁy. L filled right w the door,

Why it nver once had crosed my min?”  and when T pull the handle,
that it could happen 16 me. ings Spill, out: on e floor
When Shaving in the nwing:, . N % If they ere wrying’ o ill me

Of one W’J;ﬂ been sure, N 2 what' I should have Known so &”{ ago.

the gray hairs that 1 saw there T accept, 1 am resighed,
Were only prematiire . T (et new rules apply
And: ihe aches and pains which: beset, me WJWW{WWWWM
i @ hundred waps, 'j ﬂ"/’“@m pesses by,
well, now 1 was paying’ the Tiper” T be circumspect; 1 promise,
Ry lious fortball dap. ands look_ with, just one epe?

Jomesf T



e P
Jireless “Handy_
When 1 enigred the room %’% @ wonderful person

1 saw her there ifshe.secs your love shine through
She was taking a nap @ She will take thase tho smalll hands of hers
“In her rocking chair: Fnd move mouniains for yow.
7 could tell she was dreaming %&L thase lovely hands can sootfe yo
FHerchin on her chest wir touch is a caress.
But the tiny hands dasped tightly Why besides her other dulies
Seemed unable 1o rest, She held five babies o fer breast:
Why, whera dog atlacked our son oneday Now, her blue eyes open
She grabbed hinv by the hair She (ooks and smiles at me.
Znd field him off with ose (itle fands T didn’t ficar youw come in
Tl 1 could hurry there. Tl get up and make some ta.
She Went Visiting 1o California So, T not 1918 change her;

But she went” by pullman car She:s nat- the changing kind,
For the busy hands had work tode — But 1 do the many things she does
For the coming Church Bazaar. Fer hands should beas big as mine.



Campfire Pals

| sit by my fireside dreaming
The firelight flickers and gleams
[ fall into reverie gentle
And go back to the woodland streams.
Along the trail with me in my memory,
Come my friends, how | miss them all,
Why we lived so close to nature,
Nature's cr atures came to our call.
When we hunted the miles of marshland
For ducks in a large lagoon
‘“The music there, we Lloved to hear,
Was the cerie call of a loon.
There’s no better place to Llearn a man
Than around a campfire, deep in 2 wood
Work and danger there, both must share
Yes, it brings out the bad and the good.
One night deep in a forest
We made camp by an Indian Mound
And hoped that their god had led their souls
To their happy hunting ground.
‘Two sons of mine have taken over my guns
and camping geat,
And they still try te get me out of my easy chair.
I really wantthem to hunt,with a variety
of men
And sort them,while they're still young
And find out their true friends.




ECOLOGY

11 ages past it was no lask_
Natlire Kept her household pure.
In man’s scarch’ for wealth and comfort™
How long can she endure 7
What are yow willing 1 give up
To show yow really care ?
Lo might” be the car yow are driving
Or your ‘Frigidaire.
We can't” blame it on corporations,
Or call i conspiracy;
For all of their siockholders

Hre people like yow and me.
$EMTew



Ducks on ﬂwﬁVm(
Of 10 the duckblind at’ daylight”
gee, it makes yow 'maost u%w 19 5ing

Jor yow know that yow'll soon be hearing’

the murmur of ducks on the wing.

There willl be other sounds of music

as yow head outr in the bay.

Yow are iv w great Cathedral,

Yow car hear ifs orgar play.

Why, its only the wind in the treetaps
bt it’s gqood you car feel this way.
& T funiér is natires noblemary ¥
- #and if he loves this Kind of thing” |
/W brings peace 0 his soul and

N 4 rest’ 10 his mind — R
L the murmur of ducks on the wz’ng.) f

s

by T




B Adesryy Ao

W%mwwmﬁ . @
i S hads o chotew in) coming’ Sere
0 whals v Hhew 10/ Lose ?
Alow S et syow fimow’ feow' Lo liko 10 go,
ke I oo sheds iy’ canes Thnoughout o) years
S _plars o) secds S watchy them) gow,

et gt i s

/77, ands e,




icCures that T Love to sec
are ones that nature paints for me.
geese formations flying by;
ducks against a Leaden sky.
a deer upon an ocean dune,
silhouctted by the moon;
A heron on sylvan lake,
‘what a picture this would make.
the greatest artist T would be,
if T could Paint just what T see.

e
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“The Vacant Chair

s an old Beaufort custom 7 look armmd mb
To assemlle every day, For an old
And discuss the world’s condition “Why who's rﬁa&' yaung mary
P Harry's on the Bay. Sitting there in l's accostomed, place?
Now When T drop a pearl; of wisdom Somehow the lime has passed me by.
Much to my surprise T was not-so long ago
No one argues with me, . “That ak this morning meeling
“They just avert” their eyes. “Were JArthuir, CLff and-Jove.
Al longer comes the greeting 7 cary well rememiber;
“How are you_feeling Td 7” “The year T'ny nat guité sure,
T know T'm @ Senior Cilizer But 7 was a very younyg marn
For its “Mr. Mac msm “When T walked through this same door:
Sitting wround the mble
Were the o%m of e rﬁwmm
An emply ¢ was walling there,
“They said, "Ed, won't yow.fwdown»'?'
So07 sat there amongst them,
And, saw them. fade away.

Now T'm the Senior member
L, And soon Someone Say,

e “There’s a Vamnrcﬁmrwtﬁ& wble,
Come: Stk With us today.”
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