Update to Annotations to Rule 1.16, page 195
Circumstances Justifying Discretionary Withdrawal

Add new second paragraph:


A lawyer working as a contract attorney for a law firm should not assume that the termination of his or her relationship form the firm ends all duties to clients that the lawyer had been representing while at the firm.  In In re Holcombe, 697 S.E.2d 600 (S.C. 2010), the lawyer interviewed the client and wrote a letter notifying the opposing party of the firm’s representation.  The lawyer did no other work on the file before leaving the relationship with the law firm five months later.  The lawyer did not notify the client of his departure from the firm and did not clarify with the firm who would have future responsibilities for the matter.  The matter was neglected until after the limitations period had expired, and the failure to protect the client was included among the counts in a later disciplinary ruling against the lawyer.
