2023 HIGH SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL

Courtroom Journalist Competition 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION FORM

(A form must be completed and submitted at the same time as the school information sheet.)

There is a maximum of one entry per journalist.

Courtroom Journalist’s Information:

Name: 


Mailing Address: 


Phone Number:
(              )

E-Mail Address:



Local Newspaper(s):



School Information:

School Name:


Teacher's Name:


Phone Number:
(              )

E-Mail Address:



School’s Awards Presentation Date:

Information for Journalists – 2023 Witness Names Used During Trial:

	Prosecution Witnesses
	
	Defense Witnesses

	Jody Rivers
Band Member
	
	Cy Miles
Defendant

	Charlie Ziegler
Forensic Analyst
	
	Jett Jones
Music Journalist

	Whit Axel
Pyrotechnician
	
	Ash Hedley
Building Inspector


STUDENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I attest that the attached article was created in conformity with the Rules of the SC Bar’s High School Mock Trial Courtroom Journalist Competition. The attached article describes actual courtroom presentations observed by me on the day of competition. The attached article was created and completed solely by me without the help of any source or person.
I understand that my article submitted for judging in the SC Bar’s High School Mock Trial Courtroom Journalist Competition becomes the property of the South Carolina Bar and may be used by the Law Related Education Division for any purpose it deems appropriate, including but not limited to reproduction and dissemination.

I also attest that I did not share what was witnessed in a round with anyone during or after the round during the competition day(s).

Date





Signature - Journalist
TEACHER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I attest that the attached article was read and approved by me to represent the school named above. 
I also attest that I did not edit or offer any assistance in generating the article.

Date





Signature – Sponsoring Teacher

Scan and email this signed form to Donald Lanier at dlanier@scbar.org. 

Trials / Trial Depiction: Articles must describe actual courtroom presentations observed by the courtroom journalists on the competition day. Articles are written knowing the type of trial (civil or criminal) answering the questions who, what, where, when, and why. The articles are written as if the article is appearing in a newspaper referencing what happened in the trial and use of quotes with context. Articles are created and completed solely by the courtroom journalists without the help of any source or person. Laptops are not permitted in the competition venue. The courtroom journalists observe trials in which his/her school is competing at the regional level. The courtroom journalists sits in the gallery behind the bar in the first row. Once the trial begins, the courtroom journalists may not move about the courtroom. The courtroom journalists may work throughout the trial rounds and during breaks. The courtroom journalists may not communicate with any member of the Mock Trial teams or any visitors in the courtroom during the trials or during the recess.  
Submission Specifications: Courtroom journalists must supply their own materials. Courtroom journalists are responsible for ensuring their work area is left neat and orderly with all trash disposed in the appropriate trash receptacle.  

Article entries must be submitted as a Word Document (no PDFs) sized for 8.5 x 11-inch paper, one-inch margins on all four sides, double spaced, 12-point Arial font, the student’s name on the first line, the school name on the second line, and a centered title on the fourth line with narrative following beginning on line six. There is a limit of two pages.
Each courtroom journalist submits one article for judging. Articles are emailed by the school’s Mock Trial lead teacher coach to the State Mock Trial Coordinator no later than 5:00 p.m. on the first Monday following the regional competition once the lead teacher coach confirms the piece is a good representation of his/her school’s work. Articles received after 5:00 p.m. on the first Monday following the regional competition are disqualified.  

Judging Components: The State Mock Trial Coordinator assigns each article a random number. The numbered articles are evaluated and scored anonymously by a judging team. Judges consist of attorneys, teachers, newspaper writers and editors, etc. with as many as 10+ judges.

Articles are judged on the following criteria: accuracy, clarity, objectivity, and style. Each component is worth up to five points. Penalties for grammar and spelling are deducted from the total score but may not exceed a penalty greater than ten points. 

Articles are written from a journalist perspective as if observing a real trial and writing for a newspaper. Articles should not include team views on performances, opinions of judges, clothing, etc. See sample writing article on website.
The highest scored article is the state winner from the regional submissions statewide. The winner of the State High School Mock Trial Courtroom Journalist Competition is announced within two weeks following the regional competition on the SC Bar Web site at www.scbar.org/lre. The winner receives a certificate and a non-financial award presented in front of his/her peers at his/her school’s awards day.

Forwarding/Contact Information:

Donald Lanier, Phone: (803) 252-5139, dlanier@@scbar.org 

Release of Submission: All submissions in the High School Mock Trial Courtroom Journalist Competition become the property of the South Carolina Bar and may be used by the Law Related Education Division for any purpose it deems appropriate, including but not limited to reproduction and dissemination.

Improper Communication: Courtroom journalists may not verbalize, wave, use hand gestures, or use any other means to get a team member’s attention. Courtroom journalists may not communicate with anyone during the trial or recess.
