SC Social Studies Academic Standards for
Chapter 1
This chapter will facilitate instruction of the following South Carolina Social Studies
Academic Standards:
7-2.2

Summarize the ideas of the Enlightenment that influenced democratic
thought and social institutions throughout the world, including the political
philosophies of John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Baron de
Montesquieu. (P, H)

7-2.3

Outline the role and purposes of a constitution, including such functions as
defining a relationship between a people and their government, describing
the organization of government and the characteristics of shared powers,
and protecting individual rights and promoting the common good. (P, H)

8-2.4

Summarize events related to the adoption of South Carolina’s first
constitution, the role of South Carolina and its leaders in the Continental
Congress, and the ratification of the United States Constitution, including
Henry Laurens’s actions, Charles Pinckney’s role, and the importance of
issues debated during the Philadelphia Convention for South Carolina.
(H, P)

GS-3.4

Explain the ways that Enlightenment ideas spread through Europe and their
effect on European society, including the role of academies, salons, and
publishing; the connection between the Enlightenment and the scientific
revolution; and the political and cultural influence of thinkers such as John
Locke, Voltaire, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Baron de Montesquieu.
(H, G, P)

USHC-2.1

Summarize the early development of representative government and
political rights in the American colonies, including the influence of the
British political system, the rule of law and the conflict between the colonial
legislatures and the royal governors. (P, H)

USHC-2.3

Explain the development and effectiveness of the Articles of Confederation.
(H, P)

USHC-2.4

Summarize the creation of a new national government, including the new
state constitutions, the country’s economic crisis, the Founding Fathers and
their debates at the Constitutional Convention, the impact of the Federalist
Papers, and the subsequent ratification of the Constitution. (H, P)

USHC-2.5

Analyze underlying political philosophies, the fundamental principles, and
the purposes of the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights,
including the ideas behind the separation of powers and the system of
checks and balances and the influence of the Magna Carta, the English Bill
of Rights, and the colonial charters. (P, H)

USHC-2.7

Summarize the origins and the evolution of the United States Supreme
Court and the power it has today, including John Marshall’s precedentsetting decisions such as that in Marbury v. Madison. (H, P)

USG-1.2

Summarize differing ideas about the purposes and functions of law,
including the “rule of law” and the “rule of man” and the idea that the “rule of
law” protects not only individual rights but also the common good and
summarize the sources of laws, including nature, social customs,
legislatures, religious leaders, and monarchs. (P)

USG-1.3

Compare the characteristics of a limited and an unlimited government,
including the idea that a civil society maintains a limited government: how a
civil society provides the opportunity for individuals to associate for different
purposes, how a civil society allows people to influence the government by
means other than voting, how political and economic freedoms can limit
government power, and how the government of a civil society differs from
the governments in authoritarian and totalitarian regimes. (P)

USG-1.4

Compare the characteristics and the advantages and disadvantages of
confederal, federal, and unitary systems, including how power is
distributed, shared, and limited in these systems. (P)

USG-1.5

Compare the advantages and disadvantages of the ways in which power is
distributed, shared, and limited to serve the purposes of constitutional
government, including the criteria of effectiveness, the prevention of the
abuse of power, and responsiveness to popular will. (P)

USG-2.1

Summarize the basic principles of American democracy including popular
sovereignty, the rule of law, the balance of power, the separation of powers,
limited government, federalism, and representative government as
expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Federalist Papers, the
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. (P, H)

USG-2.2

Explain philosophical influences on the development of American
government, including the philosophy and practices of the Greeks and the
Romans; the ideals of the Judeo-Christian tradition; and the ideas of such
European thinkers as John Locke, Charles de Montesquieu, Thomas
Hobbes, Niccolò Machiavelli, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. (P, H)

USG-3.1

Contrast the distribution of powers and responsibilities within the federal
system, including the purpose, organization, and enumerated powers of the
three branches; the workings of the Supreme Court; and the operation of
the law-making process. (P)

USG-3.2

Explain the organization and responsibilities of local and state
governments, including the purposes and functions of state constitutions;
reserved and concurrent powers in the states; the relationships among
national, state, and local levels of government; and the structure and
operation of South Carolina’s government. (P)

